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The University of British Columbia:

A review article written specially for the BRITISH COLUMBIA MONTHLY
by John Ridington, University Librarian

NOTE :—Perhaps _the progress and possibilities of the Province of British
Columbia cannot be indicated better than by a review or survey of the equip-
ment provided for Educational life and work.

Through causes beyond our control, publication of this University number
has been unavoidably delayed; and rather than prolong the delay, we shall
publish in another issue references to the work of the different Faculties and
also portraits and impressions of the more outstanding personalities connected

with the University.

—Editor B.C.M.

A “Live” U.B. C. Photograph - Taken during the Students’ Campaign for the New University

The closing weeks of Sept(‘{nhm‘.
in this present vear of grace, will
long be memorable in the history of
education in British Columbia by
reason of two events, both destined
to have important and permanent
influence in the present and the
future.

The first was the publication of
the comprehensive Survey of the
primary and secondary school sys-
tems of the Province, the second, the
removal of the University to its per-
manent home at Point Grey.,

("oncerning the Survey, public
opinion has not erystallized itself
into definite convietion.” There is,
In some quarters, a disposition to
(question --- even to challenge --- the
Judgments given hy the experienced
experts who compared the policies
and methods in use inthe schools of
cities, towns, villages and rural dis-
tricts of British (‘olumbia with those
in vogue elsewhere. Some of the find-
ings are still topies of heated dis-
putation in the publie press. in teach-
ers’ discussions, and at school board
offices.  But light is beginning to
displace heat: acreement with the
Nlll‘\'v}'u]'\. verdiets 1S becoming
more general, and gives promise of

soon becoming well nigh uflanimous.
This great educational stock-taking
will be justified by its results---bhy
the stimulation of publiec interest,
the clearer perception of education-
al aims, the vitalization of education-
al methods.

No such atmosphere of controversy
surrounded the second 1mPortant
educational event of the vear. The
establishment of the ten-vear-old
Provineial University in its perman-
ent quarters was accompanied-by a
chorus of felicitation and congratu-
lation that was heard far bevond the
houndaries of the Province, or even
the Dominion. Sister institutions---
some of them established centuries
ago—welcomed the amazing pro-
gress that in one short decade has
marked the history of the Empire’s
voungest university. It
new sense of the fellowship of learn-
mg to see over a hundred representa-
tives of the great centres of enlture
and scholarship on both sides of the
international boundary, and
hoth sides of the Atlantie,
in dignified procession, delight'ng to
pav honor to the brilliant
plishment of the University of Brit
ish Columbia’s brief past, and the
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splendid promise and possibility of

its fine future. To hear messages
and greetings from ancient and
honored seats of learning—some of

'N'f“l'l'
America, or
““silent

them established centuries
(‘olumbus  discovered
hefore stout (ortez
upon a peak in Darien,”” and be-
held that great ocean upon the
ecastern edge of which, almost but
vesterday, Vancouver was built,
the hearing of these greetings from
famous heads of famous universities
gave to all who listened a new ap-
preciation and realization of the
unity that links together all men
and all institutions aiming at the
extension of the boundaries of
knowledge, - and its practical ap-
plication to the progress and hap-
piness of mankind.
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The maunguration ceremonies were
marked throughout with a fine
academie  dignity. Distingmished
American visitors commented on the
fact that the various functions were
characterized by a decorous stateli-
traditional in conecep-
'l‘ho'.\‘
Cambridge
or Oxford, rather than of a eity and
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