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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.

The measure of a man's ability is
found largely in his capacity to bear
disappointment. A man who suc-
cumbs to disappointment is- a weak
man or a man of only mediocre
strength, a man not to be depended on
in a grave crisis, On the contrary,
you wili find in the man whom dis-
appointment does not change one who
will rise above the common level,
Perseverance in a pursuit, after d

ppointment ig the secret of ultimate
success, It is the weapon with which
to fight the battle of life.

Little Duties.

We are all tempted at 108 to slight
the little duties that come in our way
We imagine that by so doing we can
better reserve our strergih lor what
we consider great occarions \\'--‘,’ur
get that untaithfulness in little things
would be proof of uniitness for great |
things, and that fidelity in trifles is the |
surest way to promotion. The raw
recruit in the army is not immediately
promoted to the rank ol .!,"‘UT' nant
General, s ¢t first give evidence
of his valor
must gain esteem and prove his worth
by subordination and obedience in the
most trifling matters before he can
agpire to any position of honor and
regponsibility. So it is with the man.

COreate Your Opportunitics,

Do not wait for opportunities. You
would only resemble the stolid travel
ler in the fable, who, having come to
a river which lay in his path, satdown
on the bank till the waters had ail
flowed by. You should seek for a
ferry or make a raft, on which to cross
God’ gives man invention to enable
him to find resources against the 4l:1|_r
culties toward his progress. The difli
eulty itself is oftentimes the most
;;uh{"(-n of opportunities. At any rate,
men of resolute temper seek aud find,
or make their opportunities, just as the
industrious husbandman often makes
the very soil on which he grows his
crops. " Have you not seen one nan
prosper and grow rich on land on
which its former possessor grew hope
lessly poor year after year? Have
you not seen many a stout ht-nr_tul
farmer and his sons, with no capital
but their courage, their perseverance,
and the strong arms that serve da
resolute will, cover many a stony field
with abundant harvest, and convert
an unsightly and unwholesome swamp
into a rich meadow, a well stockcd
pasture ?—Rev. Bernard O'Reilly.

a common soldier. He

An Inspiration.

William J. Dryan's book, ‘‘The
First Battle,” just published, ends
with the following poem by Ella
Wheeler Wilcox, entitled *“ An Ingpir-
ation "

Hlowever the battle is ended,
Though proudly the victor cor
With fluttering flags and prancing nags
And echoing roll of drums,
Still truth proclaims this motto
In Iotters of living light :
No question is ever settled
Until it is settled right.

I'hough the heel of the stron

May grind the weak in the

g oppressor
dust

And the voices of tame, with one acclain

ud just,

May call hi
L.t those wh
And kesp this mo
No question is ever
Until it is settled

Let those who bave failed take courage
Though the enemy so
Though his ranks
wirong
The battie is not yet done
For sure as the morning foll
I'he darkest hour of night
No question is ever settled
Until it is settled right

to have

are

O man, bowed with labor,
O woman, young, yet old,
O heart oppressed in the toiler’s breast
And erushed by the power of gold
Keep on with your weary battle
Against trinmphant might.
No question is ever settled
Until it is settled right

'he Use of Time,

There is nothing so important as

time, Time in which we may do
much. Time in which we may say
much, Time in which we may think
much. Thought, speech and action

are those methods which men employ
in working out their destiny. And,
as our destiny is eternal life, in the
presence of God, provided we attain
it, the time during which we may
work out that destiny is precious.

Which one of us thinks, as he ought
to, of that precious gift of time ? 1t is
short. A few years only are allotted
to each one of us. These years are
enough for every one to work out his
sulvation, enough but no more

We hear men speak of killing time,
The day may come when they will
wish in vain for a moment of the hours
and days they spent in killing time,
The man who has wasted his time and
is eut down in his death, Oh,
how he wishes for to salisly for
his sing ! The who has used his
time the purpore for which God
gavoe it and comes to his end, how he
that he has not misspent his

sing by
timne
man
for

rejoices
time
Lot us look this fact in the face
What am I doing with my time ? 1
am very busy I am tired at night,
and I have no time to go to confession

What! can I not spend an hour
once a month to square my accounts
with God? 1 can spend hours over

worldly affairs, can [ not give a few
moments to God

I am spending time in preparing
for the uncertain things of this world.
I am very foolish if 1 do not look be
vord once in a while What am |
doing with my time? Am I spending
itin a round of gaiety and frivolity?

[ have so much time for the world,
can I find no time for God ?

I spend so much time for pleasure,
can I find no time for penance? Does

time concern my soul or not? My

time is not my own, it is God's prec-
jous gift to me, a gift to be used,
Have [ been throwing it away ? Tor
the New Year I will resolve to use it
for the end for which it was given me,

You will all remember that heart-
rendering disaster which transpired
during the World’s I'air in Chicago.
We refer to the conflagration of the
cold storage huilding, when over two
seore of valiant firemen were literally
hurled into eternity.

On that sad day the writer was as-
sisting Father York of San Francisco,
who had charge of the California dis
play in the Catholic educational exhi

pition. Suddenly the firm alarm
sounded, then one of the Christian
Brothers hurried and called Father

York, we followed and beheld a never
to-be- forgotten rht ! beneath the
timbers that pinned them to the
ound lay four men, when ascending
a ladder the h had overpowered
them and they fell, one after the other,
but tobe crushed by the rapidly fall

ing beams, the roof was ablazs and
when the priest reached the hall
demolished building he entered it at
he risk of life, but like the good
Shepherd, he was willing to e that
life for the salvation of one soul
Almost suffocated with smoke Father
York stooped over the first vietim and

said : ‘* Make haste, my son, and pre
pare for your confession for you have
but a few moments to live !’

* I"ather,” said the dying man, ‘I
went to confession last night, I re
ceived Holy Communion this mor

I belong to the L.eague of the Sacred
Heart.”
These were his last words, it was

the first Friday, and our Lord had ful

filed the twelfth promise made to all
gouls devoted to the Sacred Heart. * 1
promise thee in the excessive mercy of
My Heart that My all-powerful love
will grant to all those who communi

cate on the first F'riday in nine conse

cutive months the grace of final peni

tence : they shall not die in My dis
grace nor without receiving the sacra

ments, My Divine Heart shall be to
them safe refuge in their last
ment."”

This man had redeemed the time,
the time which God had given him in
which to save his soul : let the fact
that the New Year is ushered in by the
first Friday act as an incentive for onr
increase of fervor to that compassion
ate Heart, which will bestow a great
blessing upon all our undertakings.

When time shall be no more, and
eternity is begun, God forbid that it
may bhe ours to say, ‘I killed my
time !” but rather may we be able to
boast that we used the inestimable gift
of time to the honor of God, the edifica
tion or onr neighbor, and the sanctifi-
cation of our souls.—The Herald.
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John Ruskin and St. Francis

There is a pretty story told of John
Ruskin concerning the origin of his
admiration of St, Francis of As:zisi. It
seems that he had a dream in which he
fancied himself a Franciscan Brother,
but he soon forgot all about it Long
years afterward, when he was
Rome, a certain be used to ask
alms ot daily, alwa) i
something from his kind hand

the gift was more than usual, or given

rg

him

with a kinder m: pleasanter
words, and the be l the ¢
er's hand and fervently kissed

Ruskin was discomfited for a moment
then his great heart was touched, and
as if ashamed of his chagrin, he
suiddenly and saluted the poor man in
the same way, only kissing his cheel
instead of his hand,

The beggar was deeply impresscd
by the incident. Not long atter this
he went to Mr. Ruskin, carrying him
a little piece of brown cloth, much worn
and faded.

*“ It is not much to look at,” satd the
grateful mendicant, his eyes filled with
tears ; ‘* but it is a bit of the robe of
the holy St. Francis of Assisi,”

Then Ruskin thought of the forgot
ten dream, and shortly afterward went
to visit Assisi, where many of his hap
piest days were from that time spent.
One who tells the story remarks : *‘ |
personally should like to believe that
the mendicant was himself St. Francis
appearing in the garb of a beggar to
his great disciple.”

Thus Ruskin came to know and love
St. Francis and the order he founded,
and he writes to a friend : ** [ shall be
soon sending a letter to the good monks
at  Assisi, Give them my love al-
ways. :

L1

- -
Dimness of Vision,

If the Christians who are condemn
ing Dr. Abbott because he does not
consider the Bible an infallible guide

to faith would bear in mind a stanza

by glorious old John Dryden they
might be more consistent in their
treatment of the lectures by the Ply

mouth church minister
created sach a hub-bub.
which wa refer are these :

which have
The lines to

** As long as words a different sense will

And hmay be his own interpreter,
Your airy faith will no foundation tind,

I'he Word's a weathercock for every wind.”

Dryden certainly had ample experi
ence in religious beliefs at difforent
times—as a Puritan, as a member of
the so-called Church of Fngland, and,
finally, as a Roman Catholic, and he
knew whereof he spoke when he so
wittily condemned the right of private

ear

judgment in matters of faith It is
absurd to tell a man to search the
Sceriptures for himself and form his

own opinions, and then denounce him

for so doing ; but what can vou ex-

pect from a religion without a head.

Not clear sightedness, certainly,—

Sacred Heart Review, g
- o

_is known to be an

| it actually cures when
Take it now,

Hood's Sarsaparill
honest medicine, an
all others fail,

HEROES OF THE CROSS,

Missionaries Who Minister to the Es-
kimo.

INTERESTING  CORRESPONDENCE
IHE WILDS OF ALASKA,
Is the age of heroes forever gome?
When we read in the pages of history
of men who left everything near and
dear to them and who took as their
portion toil, solitude, privation, hard-
ship and death for the sake of Christ’s
name we are tempted to gtop and ask
ourselves does the Church produce
any such children to-day ? Read the
following f Christian hero
ism and self and you will
reply that the pages of history have
nothing to compare with the devo
" tha few Catholic mi
preach the old faith to

1D¢

FROM

simple tale «

sacrifice

ion
and bravery of

aries who
t
t

tka and look

Territory.

4 3 thr t
and emg g itself Arti
The country is the dp
st of the earth : the clin the most
inclement ; the inhabitar are poor

their

stream r

simple ¢ ires who ¢

fishing in the
hunting the reindeer or carib

existence by

stranger has no prospects in that land
of perpetual snow. To be exiled there
would be a living death. And
four gentle dark robed figures may be
saen driving their dog-sleighs through
the trackle snows, going on t
srrand  of mercy among the Eskimo

iling up the Mackenzie in
a small steam yacht which the big ice
threaten hourly to submer
Who are they or what wild ambitior

vet

58

tribes or

floes

has tempted them to hrave the horrors
of an Alaskan winter? They are
soldiers of the Cr two of them

are anointed priests of the Lord and

the other two are simple lay brothers
The priests, Fath Le Febre and
Giroux are French Canadians and the

brothers, Kearney and O'Connell, be
long to the ubiquitous Irish race.

The Monitor of Novémber 2
1895, contained an interesting account
of this wild mission and of the priva
tions that these brave souls have to
undergo. This account was given by
a San Francisco geutleman who had
just arrived from a whaling expedition
in the Arctic where he met Father Le
Febre,

The meeting was certainly under
strange circumstances. As the mis-
sionary returning fromRichards Island
in the Arctic Seas, whither he had fol-
lowed his flock, he was caught in a
storm and his frail bark wasin danger
of being submerged. DBy good fortune
the whaling vessel sighted the boat of
the missionary and took him on board
The sailors were surprised at the brav
ery of a man who would put out into
thv open sea in such a tiny yacht
The officers on board treated Father
[Le Febre most kindly and supplied
him with a whale-boat to return to his
wission. ['rom thence he has written
to the Monifor to thank all his bene

factors for the kind services in the
past.  Tha letter loses in transiation
In the original French is reac ke an
epistle of St. Paul. Itruns as follows

uttered from the
‘Beh
knew t
s which a

msol

er of the 4

tlicted, the Bles:
Virgin Mary, my patron and protector
I relied also on the charity of gener
ous friendsand I am happy tosay that

and in

after an experience of ven years
they have not forgotten me. To testi

fy to my gratitude to them I ask a
little space in our valuable paper.

[ am a French-Canadian. God has
found willing souls in my race whom
He has sent to the ends of the earth to
preach the Gospel to men of good will
and to make known the glorious tid-
ings of salvation., May the name cf
the Lord be blessed for such a favor!

'or the information of my generous
friends I shall describe my mission, its
temporal hardships and migeries. Itis
called the Mission ot the Holy Name of
Mary. It is still only in its infaney,so
much so that the house which was to
shelter us for the winter is not yet
complete. My dear companion, Father
Giroux, and myself have worked on it
for five years. I would tell you of the
toil which we have undergone on this
house, but we hope that God will not
forget it. In a civilized country a
house of its dimensions would be only
mere play-work. It could be built in
a week or two, t heroe where every-
thing must be made with our own
hands—where the planks must he cut
one by one with a pit-saw ; where the
bigs logs must be brought from the
woods three or four miles distant on

a do igh, the progress of the work
is vi slow. One must know all this
in o to appreciate the labor of

building a loghouse.

You will not be surprised, dear ben-
elactors, at the small extent of our re
gources when you learn of the high
price we must pay for merchandise.
Lately we paid to the Hudson Bay
Company, which conveys freight, a
sum of between %20 and %25 for every
100 pounds. Thus a sack of flour
costs us 330 in our mission. This high
rate caused our beloved Vicar Apos-
tolic Monsignor Grouard to purchase a
small yacht which sailed up the Mac
kenzie and brought down a cargo of
provisions It has been in operation
for two years and saves us much ex
pense.  DBut the length and difliculties
of the journey and the cost of transport
still bear heavily upon us.

The tribes to which we minister are

called the Loucheux and the Eskimo.
The large majority of the former are

| Catholic, and their devotion to our holy

religious gives us great consolation.
This is not the case with the Eskimos,
who have not yet embraced the Chris-
tian faith, These unfortunate peopie
seem to harden their hearts to grace
and to blind their eyes to the light. 1
beg of those who read these lines to re
member in their prayers these poor
people.

Shall I tell you of the iength and in-
clemency ¢f our winter ? It begins in
October, when the ground is covered
with & white mantle of snow. The
heavy frosts soon get in, 1 have somne
times seen in the first days of N
ber the thermometer registering 10 or

vem

{2 degrees below zero. Especially in
Dacember, January ruary the
("l.‘l ] verd st,

often falls to ) b

even geen it as low

tense cold is terri

f.und outside the hous

thoronghly covered we

bitten, '8 1
hardest for the Indians
1 during th
hould be most pleatiful, but
is the fact
the Indie

f n which
appear from t rivers, and the poor
long distar

Indians must travel long

chase the reindeer and the caribou
These animals are growing fewer
every year, and it is well nigh impos
sible to hunt them when daylight
scarcely appears, Moreover the nois
which the hunters make with theit
gsnowshoes on the f{rozen snow is heard
by the game, o that it is difli
get near them, To what terr
tremities are they mnot r¢
Sometimes 1 have heard them tel
they were obliged to eat
which covered them in order t
death by starvation. [l.ast
band of hunters was on the point of
t ztion after having eaten their
nt-covering when another band hap
pened to meet them. Before God I
can assure you that five or six far €s
owe their lives to us. When we found
them last January about seventy niiles
from our mission were s0 weak

months

iniort

‘he

16 contr

0 ns live

ces to

how
the sking

some

that they could not walk, whilst the
others were living skeletors. Fortun

ately we had purchased during the
preceding autumn some dried meat
and fish., We were thus enabled to
succor them and to save the poor
creatures from death,

If the poor Indians were better sup
plied they could lay up provisions for
the long winter, It is for them that I
explain the condition of my mission to
the generous Christian people who
inay contribute something in the way
of provisions or money. God, Who
has promised that He will allow noth
ing to go unrewarced, will remember
you if you aid these poor people.

Rev. J. C. LeFebre, O. M. 1.

These missionaries belong to
Oblate Order. The Jesuits
charge of the Alaska Territory. Tti
much easier to approach the Jesuu
missions, and they are not so com
vletely cut off from civilization as ar«
the Oblates. At the same 16, how -
ever, they suffer just as badly from the
cold, the thermcmeter often falling 4

I) [he

the

degrees held b Sisters of

Aun are a

nobie bedy of women

| T
Ka

y have braved the terrors of Alas
the Indian children. There
ixteen nuns in
two |

three

train

the territory and
ired and ten pupils
boarding schools and

Such is the devoted
and women who
n and all human
n order to save the
s u's of the poor Alaskans,—San Fran
ciged Monitor,

in toeir
two orphanages,
little ba of m
have le ivilizati

enjoyments behind
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From Uniterianism to Catholicism,

Col. Higgingon contributes another
delightful instalment of his ** Cheer-
fal Yesterdays " to this number of the
Atlantic Monthly. We have only
room here, though, for this graphic
pen portrait of one of his fellow stu
dents at the Harvard Divinity school.
ah! 1g through the doors of Divinity
Hall,” writes the Colonel, ‘I met a
young man €o handsome in his dark
beauty that he seemed like a pictures
que Oriental : slender, keen - eyed,
raven-haired, he arrested the eye and
the heart like some fascinating girl,
T'his was William Hurlbert (originally
Huribut), atterwards the hero of suc
cessive novels—Kingsley's ‘Two Years
Ago,” Winthrop's ‘Cecil Dreeme,’ and
my own ‘Malbone'—as well as of actual
events stranger than any novels, He
was the breaker, so report said, of
many heartg, the disappointer of many
high hopes—and this in two conti-
nents : he was the most variously gified
and accomplished man I have ever
known, acquiring knowledge as by
magic—passing easily for a French
man in France, an Italian in Italy, a
Spaniard in Spanish countries : be
radical \
n divine, aud ending it as a
tholic and defeuder of despot-
No one who knows the broad-
minded iiberality and correct general
information of Col, Higginson will
suspect him of baving intended, in the
closing words of the above description,
to imply that because the Mr. Hurlbert
whom he porirays so graphically be-
cams a Catholic he also became a de-
fender of despotism. Just what sort of
despotism this convert defended Col.
Higginson does uot inform us ; but so
strong a republican as he is might
oasily err in his estimate of the real
character of institutions that were not
democratic ; though of his high opin-

R CAYCeYr a vounoe
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