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‘ENERAL,

NOMINATIONAL

VERSUS PAN DE-
COUNCILS.
The various sects of the world which
ave a Church government similar to
hat of the English speaking Presby
terians assembled recently in Glasgow,
Scotland, to hold a Pan Presbyterian
ouncil, which is a kind of imitation of
he General or Eeumenical Councils of
ha Catholic Church.

There were representatives present
Presbyterian
urches and from those conntries

rom the American
h
vhere Preshyterians have established

missions in Asia, and also from the

saropean  countries  which  have
hurches whose ministries are similar
forra to that of the Presbyterians,

15 distinguished from those which have

Jishops There are several such
Churches throughout Europe, such as
the Colonists of Switzerland, the French
and Duteh  Reformed churches, the

Waldenses of Italy, which constitute a

small fraction of the population, aud

rs ; but between them thereis

ome otnh

10 bond of unity beyond the denial of

he Pope's supreme authority over the
whole Church, and a mutual resem-
slance in the form of Church govern

nent arising out of the fact that only

ler of clergy is recognized by

m all, as they all maintain that

her was no distinction between

dishops and Presbyters in the primit
( ian Church But between
hese various bodies there are the
rreatest imaginable differences on all
ots of Christian doctrine, even as
rards the existence of the Trinity,

the Divinity of Christ, the eflicacy of
[is blood shed on the cross for the re
lemption of mankind, the value of the
acraments and other most important
matters of Christian belief.

The type of a General Couneil islaid
down in the 15th chapter of the Acts of
the Apostles, The gospel had been

pread among the Gentiles to such an
extent that there was great joy created

whoerever the success of the preaching

of the apostles was announced in the

:ities where the Church had already

been  established in Phoenicia and

and Samaria Dut certain converts
rom the Pharisees were insisting that
he Gientile converts must be subjected
ocircumeision,and that other wise they
shculd observe the law of Moses.  The
irst Council of Jerusalem was held to
lecide this dissension, and the Apostles
here assembled decreed that no such
burden should beimposed, but only that

they shonld give up the idolatries and
yhacen tics to which they had beenaccus
ned in their paganism, and observe
iin penitential - practices  which
preseribed, namely, abstinence

hivgs strangled and from blood

reeing they declared that

hey spoko in the name and with the
wthority of the Holy Ghost @ ¢ It hath
eemed good to us ‘ and to
he 1oly Ghost

\ general council of the Church has,
therefore, authority to define the doc
rine which must be believed, and de
cree thoe practices which Christians
should observe, and all are bound to
wccept these decrees.
Council
neither had unor claimed any such

ho PPan Presbyterian

wthority. It assembled, not to bring
wbout any unity of faith, but merely
(o interchange views on certain sub
ects, and to create a social feeling
vnong the members of the different
We do not

ind that it made any authoritative de

omm s represented

n any subject—not even on the
instrumental musie, which
t lony azo threatened to create a
chism among the Presbyterians of
voung Presbyterianism hav

n favor of such music in

worship, while those who clung |

t & tradition denounced the

! whistles "

We a nformed that the Pan Presby-

as an abomination.

rian Couucil agreed to forego the
liscussion

omparativ

{ such a point as there are
ly few members whose con-
wiences are wounded by the introdue
rion of instrumental music.  The only

gerious matters which were brought up

consisted in the reading of numerous
papers on different subjects by indi-
vidual members, wherein their private
views were set forth regarding the |

of Faith, Catechisms and Standards.
It was agreed that these are very
necessary, but there was no attempt to
make the standards of the different
churches represented consistent with
each other.

The first Pan-Presbyterian Council
was held in 1575, It was merely an
experiment, but it was found to have
no evil result. On the contrary, the
bringing together of the representa-
tives of the various Presbyterian bodies
seemed to promote a good fellowship
among them and so the experiment has
been repeated, but it cannot have any
further result than we have indicated.
A Pan Presbyterian council is some-
thing altogether different from a Gen-
eral Council of the Catholic Church,
which speaks with the same authority
with which the Apostles issued their
decrees at the first council held at
Jerusalem.

It is not surprising that the Pan
Presbyterian Council, made up of so
many incongruous sects, should be
barren of substantial results, for even
those more homogeneous bodies, the
Pan-Anglican Councils of the past, were
just as barren, for the same reason,
because they had no authority to decide
anything.

THE A P. A, FIZZLE.
The United States A, P, A. has been
demoralized by the con-
tempt with which their organization
has been treated by both part
ies during the political campaign
which has been for some time going on
for the Presidential

completely

in preparation
election

In the beginning the darklantern
society made itself sure of securing an
alliance with the Republicans, and
with this object in view it endorsed
ex-Governor Major McKinley's candid
ature. But Major
during the Civil War under the Catho
lic Colonels R

before they

McKinley fought

meranz and Sheridan

ame  Generals, and
knowing the bravery of these Catholic
soldiers for whose memory he retains
tk he absolutely
would not accept the A, P, A, platform

sy greatest reverence,

which would exclude Catholics from
any oflicial position under the govern
ment of the country, aud though he
did not utter any positive public con.
demnation of Apaism, by his refusal
even to answer their demand that ko
should pledge himselt
ciples, the A P. A. rightly con
cluded that they were treated con

to their prin-

temptuously by him, and this was the
cause of their issuance of a mandate
directing the members of the order to
oppose the major both at the St. Louis
convention and at the polls in Novem-
ber next.

This order was revoked afterwards
when it was discovered that Major
McKinley would surely be the Repub-
lican nominee, and though the threat
was frecly made, and publicly an-
nounced that there would be a straight
Apaist ticket for the Presidential and
Vice Presidentinl oftices, it has been
finally decided that there will be no
such ticket placed before the people.
Thus while there are Republican,
Demoeratic, Popnlist, and Prohibition
caudidates announced for the coming
contest, the A, P
much bluster, is the only party which

A, which made so

does not dare to proclaim a policy and
announce a ticket,

It is already known to our readers
that the Apaists endeavored unsuccess
tully to force a plank into the Repub
lican platform. It is gall to them that
it was Archbishop lreland who ex-
posed their plans, and caused the St,
Louis convention to repudiate the
A P. A plank.

The intention of the proscviptive
order was announced to be to force
their platform on beth the Republicans
and the Democrats, so that it might be
said that their influence extends over
both parties, and inferentially that
Americans generally are in sympathy
with their brand of patriotism. Bu

the Democratic convention at Chicago
never eveh for a moment took the A.
P. A. plank
the contrary, a declaration was in-

into consideration On

sertcd into the Democratic plattorm to
the eifeet that the party will continue
to maintain as heretofore that citizens
of all creeds should be treated equally
in regard to all civil rights, and thus
the A. P. A. have been compelled to
keep in the background, instead of
bsing a prominent factor in the elee-
tions, as they had announced their in
tention to be.  With this ahject ecn-
fession of impotency, it may be taken
as a certainty that Apaism will not sur-

nature of the Church and its forms of l
worship, and the utility of Confessions |

vive the coming Presidential contest, in
which it promised to be so important a
factor. A Presidential election killed
Know-Nothingism in the middle of the
present century, and today's off-
spring of the Know Nothing spirit is
quite likely to be strangled from the
same cause during the present year.
Seeing that the American public
have grown tired of their intolerance,
aund will not endure any interference
with the religious convictions of Amer-
ican citizens, leading Apaists are at
present engaged in trying to make it
appear that the society is not proscript-
ive, an®d is not fighting against any
religious denomination. This was the
course adopted a few days ago by the
Supreme President of the organization
at a meeting held in Laurel, Maryland.
Mr. Echols, the Supreme President,
said :

““1 wish to say that the charge has
been made against us that we are
fighting one sect. Ideny it emphatic-
ally.’

The American public are not to be
deceived by these lying pretences.
The secret oaths and the constitution
of the society have been published so
often that this false pretence will de-
ceive no one. The tact cannot be
blinked at, which was already pro-
claimed by the late Supreme President
Traynor, who stated in one of his man-
ifestoes :

* A well meaning and by no means
unimportant section of the order has
arisen which advocates peace with
the priest and his subjects, and har-
mony between them and the members
of the order, S The key-
stone of the A. P. A., in fact, is that
a Papist, no matter how liberal
nominally, is not a consistent citizen
of the United States, [Entire renuncia-
tion of the Papacy must precede his
acceptance of our association as a can-
didate worthy of its suffrage.”

Traynor speaks here for the Cana-
dian P. P, A. equally with the Ameri
can society, for he was at the head of
both, which were formally amalgamated
under his leadership. Neither Cana-

liansnor Americaus can be deceived by

lying speeches delivered now to con-
ceal the real ohjrets of the association.

A DON QUIXOTE
GRIEPF.

COME TO

Mr. Robert Watson, M. P. P, of
Portage La Manitoba, has
constituted himself the special cham-

Prairie,

pion of the Greenway school system,
and in his public addresses and letters
he has spoken contemptuously of the
Catholic separate schools of that Pro
vince, maintaining their inefficiency,
aud that for this reason they were
justly abolished by the Local Legislat
ure. This gallant Don Quixote, how
ever, to his utter confusion, has en
countered, in an unexpected quarter,
a knight who has undertaken to try
the case by the ordeal of a battle from
which the doughty champion of Green
wayism recoils with all the discretion
of a Sir John Talstaff.

A half-breed boy named Clement
Gladu, who was educated entirely in
one of the Manitoba Catholic Separate
schools, has publicly challenged Mr.
Watson to test the efficiency of the
schools in which the two have been
respectively educated by a contest in
the following subjects : reading, gram-
mar anud spelling in Irench and Eng-
lish, the history of England, Canada,
and the Middle Ages, geog

raphy, arith-
metic, algebra, euclid, book-keeping,
writing, music vocal and instrumental,
including voice culture and playing
on the organ: also written composi-
tion and translations from and into
English, French, Latin and Greek.

Mr. Watson very prudently abstains
from accepting the challenge, which
as the aggressor he ought certainly to
take up, either by meeting thehalf-
breed boy himself, or at least by find-
ing some pupil of the Manitoba Protest-
ant schools, who, being of equal age
with Gladu, would enter into the contest
as Mr. Watson's knight, unless he
publicly withdraw his wholesale accus-
ations defamatory of the Separate
schools.

The courageous young Indian cham-
pion of the Separate schools has sud-
denly become the hero of the hour by
the iscuance of his spirited challenge,
while Mr. Watson's cow—his prudence,
we mean—has made him the laughing-
stock of the Province.

Is there not some lad now to call a
halt to Mr. Dalton McCarthy who has
been performing a role similar to that
taken in the West by Mr. Watson ?
We feel assured, from the preposterous
arithmetical computations and histor-
ical incongruities uttered by the sharp
lawyer regarding the state of education
in various countries during the cam-
paign preparatory to the recent elec-
tions, and which we from time to time
pointed out, indicate that he too would
fall an easy victim to the intellectual
lance of any one of the fairly advanced

pupils of our Ontario Separate schools,

!
THE UNEQUAL DISTRIBUTION
OF IMPERIAI BURDENS.

A recent report of a special com-
mission on the financial conditions of
Ireland and its relations to England
in regard to the amount contributed
by both nations to the Imperial
treasury, reveals the fact that under
the present system of government
Ireland is greatly overtaxed. A
majority of the commissioners state
that the tax capacity of Ireland is less
than one-twentieth of that of Great
Britain,nevertheless the actual revenue
contributed by Ireland to the Imperial
Treasury is £7,500,000, while Great
Britain contributes £38 500,000, so that
Ireland contributes more than one-
twelfth instead of less than one-
twentieth, which would be her proper
share if she were treated justly.

A minority of the commission, in-
cluding Messrs. Blake, Sexton and
Slattery, place the ability of Ireland at
2 still lower figure than that given by
the majority — namely, one thirtieth—
and if this be correct the di%crepancy be-
tween what Ireland pays and what she
ought to pay to the Imperial ex-
chequer is still greater than isshown by
the estimate of the majority of the
commissioners. Ireland is, therefore,
annually robbed of about £3,000,000
or perhaps over £1,000,000 sterling,
under the present arrangement, and it
is evident that the effect of such an
excessive and oppressive drain on the
resources of a country already poor
must further impoverish the people and
keep up a condition of industrial de-
pression,

This report of the commissioners con-
stitutes a strong argument for Home
Rule for Ireland, and no doubt when
the report will be read in the House of
Commens it will cause a lively debate,
as the Nationalists will certainly de-
mand a more equitable apportionment
of the taxes levicd on the various por-
tions of the Empire for the replenish-
ment of the treasury.

This excessive charge upon the peo
ple goes to sustain the costly military
and civic establishments, the ILord
Lieutenancy, Dublin Castle, and a
constabulary which is about two and a
half times larger than that of England
in proportion to population, notwith-
standing the fact that the criminal sta
tistics prove that crime is much less fre
quent in Ireland than in any part of
Great Britain,

THE MANITOBA SCHOOL QUES
TION.

Several of our non-Catholic or anti-
Catholic contemporaries delight in
asserting that the elections of June 23
are a death-blow to the claims of the
Catholic minority in Manitoba for a re
dress of the grievances of which they
complain in regard to education. Mr,
Dalton McCarthy said a few days be-
fore the election that the main point
which was to be attained was to defeat
the late Government, and if this were
gained, he added that after the defeat
of one administration on this question
no other administration would presume
to deal with it favorably to the Man-
itoba Catholics. This opinion was re-
iterated after the decision of the elect-
orate, and Mr. McCarthy took consid-
erable credit to himself for the share
he had in bringing about the defeat of
Sir Charles Tupper's Government, de-
claring that viewing the whole matter
from his own standpoint he is quite
satisfied with the result.

Mr. McCarthy's opinion seems to be
accepted by a portion of the anti-Cath-
olic press as if an oracle had spoken,
and we read much in the columns of
several of the papers we may justly
include under the category about the
verdict of the people having been
recorded against remedial legislaticn
and Separate schools.

We have no hesitation in saying
that no such verdict as this has been
rendered. We admit that the general
policy of Sir Charles Tupper and his
Government has been declared by the
people to be unacceptable, but we deny
emphatically that his policy on the
school question has been condemuned,
or that the result of the elections must
be interpreted as signifying that the
grievances of the Catholic minority in
Manitoba are not to be redressed. So
far is this from being the case that only
a miserable minority of the members
of Parliament have been elected on an
anti Separate school platform, and it
would be a strange interpretation of
the actual result to assert that the
views of this insignificant minority
should prevail.

What were the respective policies of
the two parties which chiefly figured
during the electoral contest? The
majority of the Conservatives declared
themselves in favor of the Re-

medial legislation proposed by the

late Government. Some of them—
about thirty, and these all in Ontario,
except Dr. Weldon—declared them-
selves to be supporters of the Govern-
ment except on this question, Among
the Reformers there were a very few
who declared against the restoration
of the rights of the Manitoba Catholics,
but even in Ontario nearly every Re
form candidate, following the pro-
nouncement of Mr. Laurier, promised
that the matter would be dealt with
in a way satisfactory and just towards
all, whether Catholic or Protestant, and
it was on the issue thus presented that
the people pronounced their verdict.
In Quebec it was that Mr. Laurier
obtained his majority. In the Protest-
ant Provinces, though the straight
Conservatives did not secure a major-
ity over all other parties combined,
they did obtain a majority over Mr,
Laurier's supporters, but it is to the
vote of Quebec that the new Govern-
ment owes the majority on which it
depends: for Quebec gives the new
Government a variously
estimated at from twenty - five to
twenty nine against all opponents,

It would be a work of supererogation
to show by a long and tedious argu-
ment that Quebec did this in the confi-
dence that Mr. Laurier will settle the
school question satisfactorily. One
thing appears evident from the course
taken by the people of Quebee, tha
they are anxious for an amicable
settlement of the school question on the
lines advocated by Mr. Laurier.

majority

We beg to remind our non Catholic
contemporaries of the press which are
opposed to the Catholic claims, that the
decision of the people of Canada, far
from being adverse to a settlement
favorable to the restoration of Catholic
rights, is overwhelmingly favorable
thereto : and if it be still found that
Manitoba refuses an amicable settle-
ment of the question, Mr. Laurier
stands as strongly pledged to introduce
Remedial legislation as was Sir Charles
Tupper.

As far as Quebec is coucerned there
taking the attitude of the
members who constitute Mr. Laurier’s
majority.

is no mi

They are to a man in favor
of redressing the grievances under
which the Manitoba minority havebeen
suffering now for six years, and the
L’ Electeur, Mr. Laurier's chief organ,
has declared, over and over again, that
the Liberal candidates of that Pro
vince are, one and all, pledged to sup-
port a Remedial Bill such as the
Catholics of Mauitoba require, if con-
ciliatory methods fail.

The opponents of Remedial legisla
tion were generally defeated at the
elections of June 23, and it is
a piece of marked  eflrontery
on the part of those who oppose such
legislation to demand that their opin-
ions should prevail. Of all the candid-
ates who presented themselves for elec-
tion on the anti-Government and anti-
Remedial platform, only five succeeded
in securing seats, it being necessary
to count Mr. McCarthy himself twice,
and to give him Messrs. N. Clarke
Wallace and John Ross Robertson to
make up this number. Possibly cer-
tain causes whick we need not enumer-
ate here may operate to induce some
other Ontario members to unite with
the five anti- Remedialists in their en-
deavor to keep this question open, but
itgis evident to the most cursory observ-
er that altogether the opponeunts of
the Catholie claims will be few in num-
b:r. The good faith of the Dominion
is pledged to grant the demand of
the Manitoba minority for justice, and
the new Parliament is just as much
bound to grant it as was the pre-
ceding one. It may be said tiat
Manitoba itself will  now settle the
question, This may or may not be
true, and we shall be perfectly satis-
fied should this prove to be the case.
The grievance is a {practical one, not
merely sentimental; and what we
require is a practical, not a
sentimental redress. If Mani-
toba grant the practical remedy we
shall have no reason for dissatisfacticn;
but we shall continuej to insist upon
such a remedy, whether it be granted
by Manitoba or by the authority (f
the Dominion Parliament,

It has been stated that Mr, Laurier
has already consulted with fthe Mani-
toba Government in regard to the
measures to be taken in order to
settle this difficulty, and that the re-
sult of the conference is the announce-
ment recently made that it will be
settled within six months, We have
only to remark regarding this that
only a settlement perfectly satisfactory
to the Manitoba minority can be au
cepted asa finality. The Privy Council
of Great Britain has shown by its
decision wherein a wrong has been
perpetrated in  violation [} of the

Constitution, and the,[wrong mus:

ba completely redressed.. The righyg
of Catholics to teach religion in theiy
schools must be recognized asa matre,
of course, but this is not all. The .
justices already inflicted on the Cathg|i,
minority must be remedied by regtity.
tion, and their right recognized
devote their own share of taxatio
Catholic eduation, and to receive theiy
due apportionment from all

grants for educational purposes,

These things were not all provideg
for in the Bill introduced by the late
Government, but it was accepted by
the Catholics of Manitoba as an insty].
ment of instice. As the case is now 1o
be considered anew, we trust that \[,,
Laurier and the Quebec represents.
tives in Parliament will see to it that
the remedy to be adopted be more cop.
plete than was the recent Remedia)
Bill,

As the learned and venerable Arch.
bishop Tache was accustomed to say iy
regard to this question, “Wimfw,-
want is justice—complete justice, noth
ing more and nothing less.”

publie

PROGRESS OF RELIGIOUS T0],.
ERATION IN BELFAST,

The determined stand taken by the
Catholics of Belfast to obtain a fair
share of representation on the city
council has at last been crowned \\i:i:
success, and in a bill which is to be
brought before Parliament for the ex
tension of the city limits, clauses have
been introduced whereby two out of
the fifteen wards of the city will have
Catholic majorities of the electorate,
and thus Catholics will be
secure eight councillors out ot

able to
sixty,
this being the total number of mem-
bers constituting the City Council
The Catholics are about one-fourth of
the population of Belfast, but owing to
the manner in which the wards have
hitherto been gerrymandered 1o
Catholic could be elected to a seat ou
the council, which was in consequence

always in complete sympathy with the
most rabid Orange and anti Catl

elements of the city, and as a rule nc
Catholic could obtain any civic em
ployment, or if once in a while a Cath
olic might be employed it was alw

ays
in some minor cftice in which the
uments were insignificant. In the
case of promotions, when any vacanucy

ceurred there was invariably the
most shocking partizanship, ag it was
always the case, If a Catholic were the
most eligible candidate for the ofiice,
his claims were passed over, and thus
there are scores of cases when incom-
petent applicants were appeinted or
promoted to official positions merely
because they were Protestants, while
Catholics who were known to be fit for
the positions, and who had just claims
upon them, were passed over solely on
account of their religion.

The proper proportion of Catholics
on the city council, according to popul
ation, would be fifteen, so that even the
new bill which has been agrecd to by
the council will not give Catholics ade-
quate representation. It is neverthe-
less a step in the right direction. Itis
needless to say that it met with violent
opposition from the Ascendancy Party,
which has hitherto dominated the coun
cil, but the progress of the spirit of
toleration has been felt even in Delfast,
and a majority was obtained for the
new bill, in a great measure because
it was discovered that the Bill for the
extension of, the city limits would meet
with strenuous opposition in Pariia-
ment, and would even be likely to be
defeated unless it were modified to meet
to some extent the more tolerant spirit
of the age. Hence those members of
the council who have been declaring
that they would never consent to a pro
vision in the city charter whereby
the rights of Catholics would be ad
mitted have been forced to come down
from their haughty position, FEven
the Government informed the promot:
ers of the new Bill that this step must
be taken in order to secure Govern
ment support to the measure, and so
the advocates of a permanent Orange
ascendancy in the
obliged to give way.,

Under the new law if the Catholic
members are wisely selected by the
people the influence of the Catholics
of the city will be greatly increased,
and they will be able to work harmon-
jously with their Protestant fellow
citizens for the city's welfaro, The
result will no doubt be increased pros:
perity, and a more brotherly and better
feeling will arise between all classes
than was hitherto possible under the
exclusive regime which has prevailed.
The principle of Catholic representa
tion has been recognized, though it
will not as yet be adequate. But what
has been done is an earnest of what i

council  were

still to be effected, and at some future
time, probably, the elections will not
take place on a religious issue at all,
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