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TOO STRANGE
NOT TO BE TRUE.

BY LADY GEORGIANA FULLERTON.

Neither the m.'l‘,.',niﬁrl'n('n' of the ~n'l.~!1t'l)’
nor the vivacity of the denizens of the
surrouding grove, attracted much of M.

de (‘\lﬂlll?i«'ll1"~ attention, When  he

caught sight of the pavillon, he burst |

forth in exclamations of Jelight. “Is it
pin‘sih]n".” he exclaimed, “Do I really
see, not a cabin or a hut, not one of lh-m"
abominable wigwams, but a r,-n] house!
fit for civilized ]n-nlvl« to live m'f and is
it really to be sold, my dear sir, there,
Just as it stands, furniture, hin'L, flowers,
and all?  What may be the price of this
charming habitation i

D’Auban named the sum he thought it
fair to ask for the ‘-lnmmiun, and said
the house was included in the purchase,
M. de Chambelle took out his poeket-
book and made a brief caleulation.

“It will do
caimed.  “ 1he interest of this sum will
not exceed the rent we should have had
to pay for a house at New Orleans, It is
exastly what we wanted.”

“ You have been fortunate to hit upon |
it, then,” said d’Auban with a smile, *“for |

I suppose that from the mouth of the
Mississippi to the sources of the Missouni
you would not have found such a habita-
tion as my poor friend’s l“n“_\'. How ever,
as Providence has conducted you to this
spot, and you think the etablissement will
suit you, we better go over the house and
afterwards visit the plantations, in order
that you may judge of the present condi-
tion and the prospects of the coneession.,”

“1 do not much care about that, my
dear sir. My knowledge on agricultural
subjects is very limited, and 1 am o
judge of erops. Indeed, I greatly doubt
if T should know a ficld of maize from
one of the ]n’\llv}', ol |Ii~1ingui~h he-
tween a coffee aud a cotton plantation.”

D’Auban looked in astonishment at his
companion.  *“Is this a cunning adven-
turer, or the most simpleof men 17 was the
thought in his mind as heled M. de Cham-
belle into the house, who was at once as
much delighted with the iaside as he had

been with the outside of the building. The |

entrance-chamber was decorated with the
skins of various wild animals, and the
horns of antelopes ingenionsly arranged
in the form of trophies, Bows and ar-
rows, hatchets, tomahawks, and clubs, all
instruments  of Indian  warfare, were
hanging against the walls, There was a
small room on one side of this hall fitted
up with exquisite specimens of Canadian
workmanship, and possessing several
articles of European furniture, which had
been conveyed at an immense expense
from New Orleans.  There wasan appear-

ance of civilization, if not of what we |

should call comfort, in this parlor, as well
as in two sleeping chambers, in which
real beds were to be found; a \"'I'ﬂ.n(l.’\hY
which formed a charming sitting-room in
hot weather, and at the back of the house
a well-fitted up kitchen, put the finishing
touch to M. de Chambelle’s ecstasies,

“One  could really fancy oneself in
Europe,” he exclaimed, rubbing his hands
with delight.

“1do not think Madame de Moldan |
will believe her eyes when she sees this |

serfectly well,” he ex. |

can you want a house for in this country,
unless you intend to work theland 7 You
| do not mean, 1 suppose, to throw it out
of cultivation and sell the slaves 1”
“Ono! I suppose that would not be
right. There are slaves, too. I had not
“ thought of that. Who has managed it all
| since M. de Harlay went away 1"
| “I have.”
| “Then you will help me with your
| advice " This idea made M. de Cham-
| belle brighten up hke a person who sud-
‘ denly sees a ray of light in a dark wood.
| “Ol yes, of course, everything must go
| om as usnal, and you will put me in the
| way of it all.”

“1 now propose,” said d’Auban, “that
we take some refreshment at my house,
where you can see the accounts, and then
that we should go over the plantations.”

“ By all means, by all means,” cried M.
de Chambelle, trying to put a good face
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on the matter.  * And as we walk along,
you can point out the yprincipal things
that have to be attended to in the man-
agement of a concession,”

During the remainder of the day d’Au-
ban took great pains to explain to his
guest the nature and <'a‘1'n\-ililiv~ of his
proposed purchase, and the amount of 1ts
value #5 an investment, M. de Cham-
belle listened with great attention, and
assented to everything. Two or three
times he interrupted him with such re-
marks as these: “She will like the low
conch in the parlor;” or “Madame de
Moldau can =it in the verandah on fine
summer evenings;” or again, ““1 hope the
noise of the birds and inseets will not
annoy Madame de Moldan. Do vou
think, my dear sir, the slaves could drive
| them away
| %1 am afraid that would be a task

bevond their power,” d*Auban said as
gravely as e could.  “But depend upon

it, after the first fow days your daughter
will get so aceustomed to the sound as
scarecly to hear it. “1 am afraid,” he

\
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|
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all about them. He grew tired of think-
ing, but could not banish the subject from
his mind.  As the shades of evening
deepened, and the crescent moon arese,
nd myriads of stars, *the common peo-
ple ot the sky,” as Sir Henry Wootton
calls them, showed one by vue in the blue
vault of heaven, and were pictured in the
mirror of the smooth broad river, he still
wandered about the grove, whence he
could see St. Agathe and the window of
the chamber which he supposed was Mad-
ame de Mouldau’s. There was a light
in it—perhaps she was l‘\'m\ing one of his
books—perhaps she was gazing on the
dark woods aud shining river, and thinking
of a far-distant home. She was weeping,
serhaps, or praying, orsiceping. “Again,”
lw nnpatiently exclaimed, “again at this
guessing work ! What a fool 1 am!
What are these people to me, and why on
carth have they come here 1

That last question he was destined very
often to put to himself, with more or less
of curiosity, of anxiety, and it might be,
of pain, as time went on,

their children 7

new fashion in France for parents to obey \ could not, however, save them, in the
[

="

spring of 1609, from very severe distress,

“Ah! ceque femme veut Dieuleveut ! | His own supply of provisions hud hecome

One canr.ot refuse her anything.”’

* Perhapsshe has had some great sorrow.
Has she lost her husband lately 1’

1 suppose she has suffered everything
a woman can suffer,” the old man an-
swe. ed, in a tone of feeling which touched
d’Auban,

“She has one great blessing left,” he
kindly said—**an affectionate father. O
no, no ! what can such a one as I do for
her? But what 1 meant was that if she is
bent upon a thing—""

“She cannot he dissuaded from it,” said
d’Auban, again smiling.

“Well, 1 could never say nay to a lady,
and when you see Madame de Moldau—"’

“1 shall understand that her wishes are
not to be resisted. I am yuite willing to
believe it.”

Jut with regard to the partuership, M.
d’Auban.”

“Well, T am sure you will excuse my
speaking plainly, M. Ge Chambelle. 1

The purchaser of St. Agathe was en- | perfectly admit that you cannot manage
chanted with his new possession, and | your property yoursel’, but at the same
began in eamest, as he considered, to time I would greatly prefer your applying

apply himself to his new {.muuih as an
agriculturist and planter; but the absurd
mistales which attended his first attempts
at the man gement of his property, in-
creased  d’Auban’s astonishment that a
man o unfitted for business should ever
have thought of becoming a settler,
Instruction and advice were simply thrown
away on M. de Chambelle.  He might as
well have talked to a child about the
wanagement of a plantation, and he
plainly foresaw that unless some more

| experienced person were entrusted with

added, * <he must have suffered very much

during the voyage up the river
“Oh yes, she has suffered very much,”
the old man answered; and then he hast-
ened to change the subject by asking some
question about crops,  which certainly
evineed an ineredible absence of the most
ordinary knowledge and experience i
such matters,
Before they parted, M.
| and ’Auban a
of the following day he should remove
| with his daughter to St. Agathe. D’Au-
ban offered to feteh them Limself in his
boat and to send u barge for their luggage.
M. de Chambelle thanked him very much,
| hesitated a little, and then said that, if he
would not take it amiss, he should beg of
him not to come himself, but only to send
| his boatman. Madame de Moldau was so

de Chambelle :
ced that in the afternoon |

the business, the concession might be as
well at onee given up. At the end of a
few days he frankly told him as much,
and advised him to engage some other
emigrant to act as his agent, or to join
him as a partner in the speculation.

M. de Chambelle eagerly caught at the
| idea, and proposed to d’Auban himself to
| enter into partnership with him,

to some other colonists to jomn you in the
undertaking.”

“ What is the use of talking to me of
other colonists 7 Is there a ~ing]\~ person
in this . eighborhood whom you could
now really recommend to meas a partner ?
Only consider how I am situated.”

“Et que diable est-il venu faire dans
cette galere !” muttered d’Auban, and
then said out loud: * But it is impossible
to conclude an arrangement of this Kind
in an off-hand manner. There must be
an agreement drawn up and signed before
witnesses,”

“ Py all means, my dearfsir, as many as
you please.”

“But such formalities are not easily
accomplished in a place like this,”

“I'hen, for heaven’s sake, let us dispense
with them! The case lies in a nut-shell.
I have purchased this land for the sake of
the little bijou of a house upon it; and as

| “Indeed, my dear Colonel,” he urged, regards the plantation, I am much in the

| “you will be doing a truly charitable
| action.  Whom else could I trust? on
whose honor could I rely in this dreadful
country of savages and settlers, many of
| whom have not more conscience than the
natives,”

“Not half as much, I fear,” said d’Au-
| ban; *“but you could write to M. Dumont
and ask him to look out for you at New
Orleans—"

“ And in the meantime ruin the planta-
tion and go out of my mind. M. d’Auban,
do consider my lmsllinll.:’

There was an eager, wistful expression
on the old man’s face, which at once
touched and provoked d’Auban, and

| unaccustomed to the sight of stranges, | “why on earth did he put himself in that

gratitude to Colonel d’Auban would tax
her strength too severely. He felt a little
disappointed, but of = course assented.

| The following morning he went through | way and showering kinanesses npon them
\ (= =] (-] AR o l ’

the 100ms of the pavillion,
| and  re-arranged  the

) arranged
furniture, and

[ and in such delicate health, that the very | position 7 was his inward exclamation.
efforts she would make to express her |

le was not in a very good humor that
| day. He could not help feeling a little
‘ hurt at the manner in which, whilst he
| was assisting her father in every possible

Madame de Moldan avoided him. M. de
| Chamislle had asked him one day to call

‘ conveying from his own house some of the | at St. Agathe, and assured him that, much

not over-abundant articles it contained to
| the chamber Madame de Moldaau was to
ocenpy.

|« Antoine,” he said to his servant, who
was in the kitchen at St. Agathe, storing
it with provisiors, “just go home and

charming pavillion, It isreally more than | fetch me the two pictures i my study;

we could have expected.

“1 should think so,
Q’Auban, laughing. “ You might have
travelled far and wide before you stum-
bled on such a house in the New World.”

¢« Ah, the New World—the New World,
my dear sir.
fully uncivilized? 1 cannot accustom
myself to the manners of the savages.
Their countenances are so wild, their
habits so unpleasant, there is something

s0—-50, in short, so savage in all their ways, |

that I cannot feel at all at home with
them. By-the-bye, there is only one
thing I do not like in this delightful habi-
tation.”

“What is it ?”

“1 am afraid it is a very solitary resi-
dence.
negro boy, Madame de Moldau, and
myself, we do not compose a very formid-
able garrison.”

“But my house is at a stone’s throw
from this one. In the winter you can see

it through those trees, and then the wige

wams of our laborers are scattered about
at no great distance.”
“ Ah, your laborers live in wigwams!

Horrible “things, I think; but I suppose | to her mouth—a token of admiration |

they are used to them. Have you many
savages, then, in your employment {”

“1 have some Indian laborers, but they
are Christians, and no longer deserve the
name of savages. I like them better than
the negroes. My French servants and |
live in the house I spoke of.”

“Qh, then it is all right, all charming,
all perfect. With a loud ery of ‘A moi,
mes amis, Messicurs les Sauvagesare upon
us !’ we could call you to our assistance,
Well, my dear sir, I wish to conclude the
yurchase of this place as soon as possible,
Vill it suit your convenience if I give you
a cheque on Messrs, Dumont et Com-
pagnie, New Orleans "

“ Qertainly. 1 have no doubt they
will undertake to transmit the amount to
M. de Harlay’s bankers in Paris.”

“1 hope we may be allowed to take
possession of the house without much
delay; Madame de Moldau is so weary of
the vile hut where wehave spent so many
weeks,”

“] can take upon myself to place the
paviilion at once at your disposal for a
few days, and you can then make up
your mind at leisure about concluding
the purchase.”

“Thank you, my dear sir; but my
mind is, [ assure you, quite made up. I
am sure we could go farther and fare
worse; the saying was never more appli-
cable.” -

“But you are not at all acquainted yet
with the state or the value of the conces-
sion. You have not gone over the ac-
counts of the last years.”

“Ts that necessary 1’

“ Indespensable, I sheuld say,”d’Auban
answered, rather coldly.

indeed,” said |

Don’t you find it dread- |

You see the Indian servant, our

)

| the walls here look so bare.”

“ But Monsiewr’s own room will look
very dull without them,” answered Anto-
ine, who by no means apvroved of the
| dismantling process which had been going
| on all the morning in his master’s house.

“Never mind, I want them here; and
bring some nails and some string with
}'“\ln"

A little water-color view of a castle on
a cliff and a tolerable copy of the Madon-
na della .\'l",,'giulﬂ soon ornamented the
| lady’s bed-room, whilst a selection from
his scanty library gave a home-like
appearance to the parlor. A hasket full
of grapes was placed on the table, and
[ then Therese came in with an immense
| nosegay in her hand.
| «AD! that is just what T wanted,”
( A’Auban exclaimed.
|
|
|
|
|

“ For the nest of the white dove,” she
answered, with the sudden lighting up of
the eye which supplies the place of a smile
in an Indian face.

“You see we have found a cage for
your wounded bird, Therese, and now we
shall have to tame her.”

“ AL eried Therese, putting her hand
| amongst the Indians—* you have brought
[ her pictures, which will not fade like my

poor flowers.”

“But she may get tired of the pictures,
[ and you may bring her, if you like, fresh
flowers every day.”

“ Look,” said Therese, llmimim,: to the
viver.  “There is your boat; they are
coming.”

“80 they are.
s0 soon.”

He sent Antoine to meet the strangers
and conduct them to the house, an
walked across the wooded-lawn to his own
home. All the evening he felt unsettled.
In his monotonous life an event of any
sort was an unusual excitement.  He
went in and out of the honse, paced rest-

I did not expect then

stream.  Hiseyes were continually turming
towards the pavillion, from the chimney
of which, for the first time forthree years,
smoke was issuing. e watched that
blue curling smoke, and felt as if it
warmed his heart. Perhaps he had suf-

thought of those helpless beings close at
hand, of whom he knew o little, but who
inspired him with a vague interest, was an
uneonscious relief.  He pictured them t)
himselt in their new home.
| what impression the first sight of it had
!m.’nlw on Madame de Moldau, and then
[ he tried to fancy what she wa' like.
Therese thought hier beaatital, and the
i German oversecr said she was handsome.
| She was not, in that case, like her father.
| Would he feel disappointed when he saw
[ her? Would she turn out to be a good-
looking woman with white checks and

“It would be quite impossible, T sup- [ yellow hair, such as an Indian and a

ose, to let us have the house without
pose,

German boor would admire, one because

the land 1 You see it will suit us perfectly | it was the first of the sort she had seen,

as a residence, but I do not see how I am
to mannrge the business of the concession.
Is not that what you call it 1

D’Auban, more puzeled than ever by
the simpligity of this avowal, exclaimed,
“But in, the name of patience, sir, what

and the other becanse he had not known
any others, He missed bis pictures a
little. The room, as Antoine had said,
would look dull without them. Perhaps
[ they had not attracted her notice at all,
[ or if they had, she did not perhaps care at

[ lessly up and down the margin of the |

fered from a sense of loneliness more |
than he was quite aware of, and that the |

He wondered |

as ~he dreaded the sight of strangers, she
| really «id wish to ma e his acquaintance,
\ D’Auban said he would go with him to

the pavillion, but begged him to wait a
| few minutes till he had finished direeting
some letters which a traveller was going
to take with him that evening. al de
Chambelle sat down, and as each letter
was thrown on the table, he read the
directions., One of them was to a Prince
Mitroski, at St. Petersburg. As they
were walking to St. Agathe, he asked
d’Auban if he had ever been in Russia,

“Yes,” was the answer. “I was there
for some years.”

“How fnng ago, my dear sir 1"

“ 1 left it about five years ago.”

“Were you in the Russian service 77

“Yes, I'commanded a regiment of artil-
‘ lery. And you, M. de Chambelle, have
\ you ever been at St Petersburg 77

“Oh, I have been all over the world,”

l M. de Chambelle answered with a shrug,
and then began to chatter in his random
| sort of way, passing from one subject to
another without allowing time for any
comments.  When they arrived at the
| pavillion, he begged d’Auban to wait in
" the parlor, and went to look for Madame
| de Moldau. Inafew minutes he returned,
and said she had a bad headache, and
begged M. d’Auban to excuse her.  Sev-
eral days elapsed sinee then, and no mes-
sage had been sent to invite his return.
He felt a little angry with the lady, and
still more with himself, for caring whether
she saw him or not.

Foolish as all this was, it did not incline
him to a favorable consideration of M. de
Chambelle’s proposal.

“You are so clever,” thelatter pleaded.
| “You know all about this concession, and
| you manage your own so beautifully, and
| you understand so well how to behave to
[ the laborers. When I speak civilly to
to them they laugh, and if T find fault
they turn their backs upon me, and make
remarks in their own language, which [
have every reason to suppose are not
over and above polite.  We are not in
[ any particular hurry about profits; T do
[ not mind letting you into the seeret.  We

have got a large sum of money at the

| banker's at New Orleans, and I can draw

[upon them if necessary.  You would
then make all the bargans for us with
| Messicurs les Sauvages, and I need not
have anything to say to them. I cannot
tell you how happy it would be to me, aud
[ Madame de Moldau also.”

“Indeed !” ’Auban said, with a rather
scornful smile,
| “0Of course you would make your own

eonditions,  Lassure you that Iook upon
[ it as a providential event to have met
| with such a friend as you have been to us
in this land of savages and alligators. By
[ the way, I forgot to tell you how nar-
[ rowly I escaped yesterdiy one of those
| horrble animals.”
| “Your reliance on Providence seems to
me to have heen carried to excess,” d’Au-
ban observed, still in a sarcastic tone.
“Suppose we had not met, what would
you have done?  Your daughter could
not have endured the ovdinary hardships
of a settler’s life,  Had it not been for St.
Agathe—"

“Aye, and for Colonel 1’Auban, what
would have become of us?  Buat you see
she would come to Louisiana, and when
we got to New Orleans nothing would
serve her but to come on to this place,
What could I do ¢”

D'Auban laughed.

“[s it, then, the

i

same position as a Milord Anglais I once
heard (!f, who \N!ll;:]ll l'nl]il'hillc”v, and
was surprised to find, when he brought it
home, that it did not wet of its own ac-
cord. 1 have used my best endeavors to
master the subject. I have tried to as-
sume the manners of a planter; but chasse:

1o maturel, 1l revient au galop, and mind is |

cantering back as fast as possible to its
starting-point.  There are things a man
can do, and others he can’t.
made for a colonist.”

TO BE CONTINUED.

c® .

THE CANADIAN CONFEDERATION,

WITH CERTAIN CONSIDERATIONS AS TO
THE INFLUENCE OF CATHOLICITY ON
ITS ORIGIN, GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT.

FROM T HE DISCOVERIES OF CAR-
TIER TO THE DEATHOF CHAM-
PLAIN, A.D. 1531—1635.

111,

Champlain began the foundation of

Quebec in July,1608. Hischoice of asite for
the new town was indeed happy. The
position of the old Indian village of Stada-
cona had previously suggested itself to
Cartier as a spot so close to the Gulf as
rot only to permit, but seeure easy com-
munication enough with the ocean, znd
inward to control, by means of the
facilities offered by the St. Lawrence, the
interior of the gigantic empire of New
France. Champlain fixed upon a site a
short distance from the spot whereon Car-
tier had erected his fort as that offering
the greatest advantages forthe erection of
the rude buildings destined to form the
first permanent settlement in Canada.
The place so selected, immediately to the

right of the yiver St Charles,
and  overlooking the St. Lawrence,
was called Kebee h\' the matives

in the vicinity. Stadacona had evidently

disappeared in some of the internal con- |
vulsions which must have, during the |

period following the departure of Cartier,
distrubed the aboriginal nations.

. Champlain governed the new settlement
with a firm and gracious sway. His powers,
or “instructions,” as they were termed,
gave him supreme and absolute authority.
He was vested with the chief command on
land and sea, in peace and in war, em-
howered to do everything and anything
}1.- deemed necessary to maintain and pre-
serve the countries under his control in
obedience to the King, his master—
authorized to establish all offices he might
consider necessary in the departments of
war, justice, and police--and directed to
prescribe, subject, however, to the royal
pleasure, “with the advice of prudent and

capable persons,” all laws, decrees, and |

statues called for by the exigencies in-
cidental to the rise and progress of the
colony. Quebechad not safely passed the
dangers of its first year’s existence when a
domestic ditficulty threatened its utter
destruction. A discontented colonist sue-

ceeded in forming a conspiracy to cut off |

the governor—whose rule appeared  to
some very severe—and carry off the stores
in the fort. An accomplice discovered the
conspiracy. All concerned in the plot
were condemned to deathy but the leader
alone was executed, the vemainder being

sent to Fraunce, where the King admitted |

them to pardon.

The firmness and discernment of Champ-
lain in dealing with the conspirators served
to secure respect for hisauthority amongst

the colonists, inspired confidence in the |

Mother Country, and promoted effectually
the internal peace of the new settlement.
The French governor was from the begin-
ning desirous of establishing friendly
relations between the colonistsand aborigi-
nes. The latter were for very urgent
reasons as desirious as the French them-
selves of maint ining a good understand-
ing. The Indians then in the neighbor-
hood of Quebee were of the Algonquin
race, engaged in a deadly feud with the

Iroquois  nations—a  body of  con-
federated savages who  held  sway
in the upper St. Lawrence. In

consequence of theiv own inability ¢

contend successfully with their enemies,the |

Algonquins eagerly sought an alliance with
Champlian. They were, besides, through
improvidence and other causes,fi equently
in want of provisions, and had to seek as-
sistance from the fort to save themselves
from distress, if not actual starvation.
Throughout the winter of 1608--9 they ex-
perienced great kindness at the hands of
the French commander. His kindness

I was not |

scanty, and his first duty being to preserve
his colony, he at length saw himself, with
regret, forced to curtail his nlmn-giv’ing‘

t were worthy of remark here that in
the antumn of 1608, Champlain sowed the

| first crop of wheat planted in the terri-

tories of New France. He always, in
fact, gave a very steady and commendable
attention to agriculture, impressing upon

!thc colonists the necessity of devoting

whatever time could be spared to the
cultivation of the soil. he attention
thus given to agriculture served in no
small measure to maintain the new colony
and advance its growth, 5

The spring of 1609, fertunately for
both colonists and aborigines, opened at a
much earlier period than usual. The ar-
rival of that bright, gladsome, and ever
welcome season, prompted Champlain to
the immediate execution of the sc\ncnm of
exploration he had meditated during the
dreary days of winter. He accordingly
set out to visit the country beyond Mount
Reyal. Nearly midway between Quebec
and the latter place he was confronted by
| a body of Algonquins, who induced him
to form an alliance with their nation
against the Iroquois. Returning to Quebec
| for reinforcements, he was not able to

=

resume his journey till the end of May.
I Accompanied by a body of Indian allies,
| he ascended the St. Lawrence through
Lake St. Peter, to the north of the Riche-
lieu, and, entering that stream, proceeded
southward till Fe reached the waters of
| the beautiful lake which bears his own
honored name. Here they encounte
a body of Iroquois, whom they easily ¢
| persed.
| © After this brief but suceessful campaign
Champlain  returned to Quebec, — His
| colony having received an accession of
| strength by the arrival of M. de Pont

| Gravi, several wecks \.rl-\inmly. with a |

large body of men, and all things looking
| favorably to the advancement of the
scttlement, the governor set sail in autumn
for France.

The wisdom of his course in forming
an alliance with the Algonquins against
| the Iroquois has been much guestioned,
The motives of the French chief in thus
acting must have proceeded from some
not inaccurate knowledge of the charac-
ter of the united tribes of the ]l‘mlllni~
race. His object was to extend French
power as far inward in the new countries
as he could possibly venture. In acting
on this policy he seems to have desired on
| the one hand to cement the friendship of
his colonists with the savages, wherever
the latter seemed well disposed, but
firmly resolved, on the other, to terrify by
energy, severity, and determination such
tribes as might manifest hostility, If in
| forming an alliance with the Algonquins,
| he provoked the lasting bitterness of their
| foes, he also secured the unalterable de-
| votion of a race even at that time, after
| many serious reverses, widespread and
powerful.

In 1610 Champlain returned from
Fiance, where he had been well received
Ly the king. He re-visited Europe in the
following vear, and also in 1612, In the
spring of 1611 he selected a site near
Mount Royal for a new settlement. His
“ good judgmentisas apparent in this selec-

tion as in that of Quebec.
| In 1613, he proceeded on a tour of ex-
l»h»mtiun on 1']1.' Ottawa River. He had
yeen assured by an adventurer that the
Ottawa led to the North Ses, and wished
to satisfy himself of the truth of this as-
| surance,  After proceeding far to the
north-west, following the ccurse of
this great stream, he found the na
| tives urfavorably disposed to the pro-
| seeution of his n-x]»lnl';niun.
| ingly returned to Quebee, and soon after
[ departed for France. The Prince de
Conde—Chamyplain’s protector and friend
at court—secured without difficulty as-
sistance for the equipment of a fleet
carrying settlers and provisions to New
| Fiance. On this voyage Champlain was

-

pioneers of Christianity in the territories
of New France.

| In 1615, accompanied by some friendly
savages, he ascended the Ottawa, reached
| Lake Nippissing, and through its outlets
proceeded to Lake Huron. Turning
southward, he discovered Lake Ontario,
in July, the same year. Having engaged
in a conflict with the Iroquois, his allies
and their French associates were routed,
Champlain himself being amongst the
wounded. Obliged to winter amougst the
savages, he did not reach Quebec till
June, 1616. Leaving for France, in the
same year, he found the interests of the
[ colony seriously compromised by the im-
| prisonment of his patron, Prince De
| Conde. Every effort was made by his
enemies to remove him from the gov-
ernorship of (‘anada, but the Duke de
Montmorenci, baving purchased the
viceroyalty of New France from De
Conde, continued Champlain in the posi-
tion. Reaching Canada again in 1620,
the latter at once applied himself to
strengthen  Quebee  and — advance its
arowth, His absence had greatly re-
| tnrded the advancement of the colony.
| Twelve years hiad elapsed since its forma-
tion, and yet its population was not more
than sixty souls. The ill-advised conduct
of William de Caen, who had, with his
nephew, been appointed by the Duke
~|l|u-1'inl\‘1\\lrllt of the ('nlnll}', likewise
did much to dispirit the colonists, many
of whom left the country never to re-
turn. The de Caen’s were Huguenots,
anxious to make the new colony a refuge
| for their co-religionists in France, and
thus provoked dissensions at Quebec.

In 1623, Champlain, owing to the
troubles at Quebee, and the rapid diminu-
tion of the settlement, undertook another
voyage to France. The Duke de Mont-
| morenci had meanwhile transferred his
| viceroyalty to the Duke de Vestadour,
a pious noblemen who had retired from

the world to the seclusion of a monastery.
| His object in accepting the position of
viceroy of Canada wasto promote the
conversion of the natives to Christianity.
The aborigines were now at peace with
cach other, and a more favorable time
for the prosccution of such a view could
not be desired. The very first year of his
viceroyalty saw the departure from

France, under his orders, of three Jesuit
missionaries for Quebec and New France.
The Jesuit missionaries were upon their
arrival hospitably received and comfort-
ably lodged by the Recollet fathers, Tie
Huguenots vainly sought to excite hostility
against the Jesuits to procure their banish-

\
\

He accord- |

accompanied by four Recollet missionaries, |
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ment. Champlain did not return till 1626
—then to find the colony distracted by il
feeling, and retarded by despondene
which seemed to have seized on the mim{
of the greater portion of the settlers, He
had several ycars before laid the founda-
tion of the castle of St. Louis, and com-
menced the erection of a stone fort. The
1&(!!'!: was in 1626 in the same unfinished
condition in which he had left it on his
S e e ey T

Yy o Quebee at this time in-
cluded but fifty-five persons, while the
settlements at Tadousac, Three Rivers
and Montreal, had almost '“\t\]qwnr(-d'
One of the |.rinvi]>n] causes of this un('ur:
tunate state of things was the meddlesome
spirit of the Huguenots, emboldened by the
large powers enjoyed by the de Caens, as
superintendents of the colony. Cham-
plain now determined to make a decisive
effort to rid the dominions of New France
of the demon of religious discord.

(,‘mwlmql Richelicu had, in 1624, become
the leading statesman of France, His
1“'.‘“:{ in home affairs was to abrogate the
privilegez enjoyed by the Huguenots, who
constantly, placing sect before u.u’ntry
proved a source of weakness to the ,\‘m\é
which no statesman of his capacity could
fail to eliminate, ¥

Champlain succeeded in having the at.
tention of this able minister directed to
the condition of New France. Cardinal
Richelien at onee determined to remove
religious dissensions in the colony by
mllnl”illg the powers gr:\nh'l\ to the
De Caens, and to secure the formation of
a vigorous colonial Government interested
in the advancement of the country, by
forming a company of one hundred
partners—gentlemen of station, influence,
and means,  To this company was ceded,
with the most ample powers, the entire
territory ot New France, including Florida,
The company, m return, lmunﬁ itself to
send to Canada at once two or three
hundred artisans, and afterwards several
thousand colonists of both sexes. The
company, besides, engaged to provide for
three years, lodging, provisions, clothing
aud the necessary implements for their
colonists—then to grant them sufficient
quantities of land to evable them to
support themselves—to see that none but
Freneh subjects and Cathelies should settle
in the country, to the entire exclusion of
strangers and heretics—to provide three
priests for each settlement, guarantecing
the expenses of  rehigious  worship
for fifteen years, besides ;_’lu’llllill;.( a
portion of cleared land for the maintenance
of the church, and of its educational and
religious establishments in New France.

Some writers, referring to the establish-
ment of the company of the hundred
partners, dilate on the illiberality, as they
chose to term it, of Cardinal Richelieu, in
excluding all Huguenots from the colony.
But the conduct of the sectaries in France
forces usto the conclusion that that eminent
statesman acted from a sense of duty
justifiable under every consideration.

The Huguenots in France had proved
an element of weakness.  They maintain-
ed in the midst of the kingdom a quasi
independent State, but their influence was
ever felt to be in opposition to the hest
interests of Frauce. Their sympathy for
her Protestant neighbors and rivals was
openly expressed, while numbers of their
adherents were found at various times
bearing arms against their own country.
Itis not within our provinece to discuss
the policy of Richelieu with regard to the
Huguenots of France—but, as regards his
policy in relation to Canada, it must be
confessed that to ensure the permanence
of French authority in the New World, the
exclusion of the Huguenots was a matter
of necessity.  In France they were
hostile to French interests, and in America,
removed, as they would be, from the
direct control of the central government,
would upon less provocation than even
the writers most friendly to them claimed
they received in the mother country,
resist its authority and seek the protection
of England and the alliance of its North
American colonies,

The pohey of Richelien in regard to
the French possessions in Awmerica, was
{‘Infnll]lln_\' wise, prudent, and compre-
iensive.  The very terms of the charter
granted to the hundred associates made
it a matter of interest and profit for
that company to spare no effort and
to lose no occasion to fill the territory
of New France with a classof colonists

| best adapted to advance the cause of

religion, and ensure the permanence of
French supremacy within the extensive
dominions ceded to the partners.

TO BE CONTINUED,
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A CATHOLIC LEGEND.

Among the peculiarities of the Roman
ritual may be noticed the striking sym-
bolism of the washing of the celebrant’s
hands (or rather the tips of the thumband
forefinger) before he touches the sacred
clements, reciting the while a portion of
the twenty-fifth psalm: ¢ 1 \\'illl wash my
mine hands in innocency, and 1 will go
to Thine altar”  And he will observe that
the ¢ Canon of the Mass"-—that portion
of the service which we should call the
conseeration— is said by the priest inaudi-
bly. The reason given by ritual autho-
rities for thisdirection is b sed on the fear
lest the sacred words so often repeated in
the hearing of the people might become
too common_ and f.unill.’u', and even be
used profanely.

A legend on this subject, as told by a
recluse of the seventh century, is worth
notice, as having received thestamp of no
less an authority than the Council of
Nicwen: “ A party of boys watching flocks
in Apanwx, m Syria, took it into their
heads one cay to while away their time by
going through the ceremonies of Mass.
One acted as Celebrant, another as Deacon
and a third as Subdeacon. All went on
pleasantly until he who personated the
Celebrant pronounced the sacred words of
consecration, when suddenly a ball of fire,
rapid and fierce as a meteor, fell down
from heasen, and so stunned the
boys that they fell prostrate on
the ground.  Wlen Y{IiS singular
occwrrence  was - afterwards related  to
the Bishop of the place, he went to ex-
amine the spot, and having learned all the
}mniculars of the case, caused a church to
e built thereon to commemorate so re=
makable an event. From this circum-
stance, it is said, the Church detives her
custom of reciting the Canon in secret,”=—=
Blackwood’s Magazine.
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