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ity; it ie a moral pestilence that I Vera Cruz bad sent a special train to 
blights the very atmosphere of town convey one hundred nuns from the 
and country; it is a (tain upon hon- interior. Of this number only eight 
eety, a blur upon purity; a clog upon I arrived ; all the others had been 
progress: a check upon the nobler murdered or had met a fate worse 
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hood, deceit and crime. like the persecution* Inflicted upon

Search through the hietory of thi. the Christians in the time of Nero, 
hateful thing and find one page over Priests were halt strangled, resuect- 
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MM'S BESTleaked the erown of earthly suffering.
A man makes a right nee of suffer
ing it he let* 1» encourage him Ie 
practice Christian justice, and is led 
on by it to virtue and away from 
evil. It is better for ue to suffer 
and to be united with God than to live 

Our Lord was transfigured before ^ pleasure and amueement apart 
Hi* three most highly favored die- ftom Hlm Every sorrow ought to 
oiplee, Peter, Jemee and John, on a ramind „( the justice of God, 
lonely mountain whither He bad led who (n gtl j0Te leads ue to heaven 
them. He show* Himself in Hi* QQ % thorny path, ia order that 
glory to those who seek Him apart eternal luffering may not be our lot 
from the world, In preyer and medl- hereafter,
tation. He was transfigured before i Let u|| therefore, profit by the 
the three apostles who were eepeci- thorny crown of «offering, and never 
ally to bear witness to Him ; before , e, to live eo ae to please God, 
Peter, the Head of the Churoh ; end then our crown will eome day 
JamM, who as bishop of Jerusalem I obtadn jor al the orown of glory, 
was the first of the apostles to die a transfiguration on His holy moan- 
martyr's death, and John, destined ^ and complete fnlfllment of all 
to outlive all the rest, and to preach (hat He ln Hii inflotte love has 
to the faithful even to the end of the promlged ui through Mosee and the 
first century, defending our Lord ■ I pr0_hote and the holy Apostles, 
divinity against the attacks of un- 0ur Lord’s transfiguration *' 
belie vers and heretics. effected by euffering, and eo it that

He was transfigured before them, q{ eTery true Christian whose 
that Hie eutieequent passion might heatt gatberl itrength from suffer- 
not make them waver in their faith. in and wbo ,, encouraged by it not 
He was transfigured before t"6™ to swerve from the path of duty, but 
that, when afterwards He should lo torwatd bravely until he at 
hang upon the Cross, they might see I jajng (be crown of everleeting glory.
In Him not a weak, dying human Wg have i00ked at Jeens trane- 
being, but God incarnate, revealing ggnred on Thabor and crowned with 
Hie me j eety most gloriously in the thorn| on Calvary, and we have 
humiliation and ehame of Hie suffer- jeatned that pain li intended to 
ing. He was transfigured because of trangform a Christian ; but if it only 
Hu passion, and His passion was wt| a 0ioud 0t discontent and 
Hie transfiguration. The Churoh et of gelflihneee and ein over 
pointe to this truth by ordering the Wg gonl there oau be no traneflgur- 
gospel account of the transfiguration Bgon either on earth or In heaven, 
to be read in Lent. Suffering and t)ul thorn* of euffering in both this 
pain transfigure men also, for pain life and the next. May the orown of 
marks a mau off from others, and to eaBti,iy pain some day be changed 
generous hearts a sufferer ie more for ug all lnto that of everlasting 
worthy of honor than a prosperous ajory and happiness. Amen, 
person. Pain borne with patience'» 
gives ue the impression of being 
something great ; it arouses our 
sympathy and drawl us nearer to
gether. Sorrow endured in common 
has far greater power to unite men 
than Joy. Pain can transform men,
and we feel the truth of this fact i Thig ig whttt the late Robert Bur
deep in our hearts, 11 *■ " dette once wrote about beer and
firmed by a sort ol affectation, very . . .
common at the present time, which deBr boy, men have fought,
alma at imitating pain, and “ake® bledyand died, but not for beer, 
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and imaginary sufferingsi eci tlbat htmggI{ upon the Austrian spears be 
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with the idea that they are lon«ly ÏÏSSt atWolock. 
and forsaken, hoping thus to make wllliam Tau did not hide his 
themselves interesting to themselves atrQW l,mdel: hu vegt to kill the 
and others, and to have at least the t?rBnt beoaule the edict had gone 
appearance of being transformed by f'rth that the fr£e-born SwitzerSrT«uff«0ingr hal no “ransfo“mlng I "hould not drink a keg of beer every 

effect whatever, but only obscures 
one'i understanding, for a morbid 
desire of pain, a fancy that one is 
unhappy, is a proof of want of
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Where love is, the presence of a 
father is surely the joy of his chil
dren. God Is mdre to His creatures 
than a father. We are in a hard 
etrugele for salvation and our pil- 

I grimage is to our true home in Eter 
nity. G id is near to us in the Blessed 
Sacrament He is with us to cheer ns 

lonourwayandtomakeuscertainofHis 
blessing. "When 1 was in prison you 

! visited me"—to how many of us will 
those coneolng words be spoken by 
the divine lips of Jasns, our eternal 
reward on the day of Judgment ? 
The soul who manifests his faith 
and love of the Blessed Sacrament 

; by assisting at Benediction every 
I Sunday of his earthly pilgrimage 
| wilt be no stranger to the great 
Judge.______

People with fine brains and gener
ous sou's never learn that life (as the 
world understands it) is only a game 

; —a game that will go to the shrewd 
est player and tbe coolest. They 

I never see this. They put their 
I whole heart into tbe hands of others,
I who only laugh and wring out their 
life blood. I hey take all things too 
vitally in earnest. Life is to them a 
wonderful, passionate, pathetic, 
terrible thing. They do not see that
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rmnow
lished which shnuld cause 
race to rise from the waters of bap- 
»iam, free from the dreary darkness 
of sin. Christ’s crown of thorns was 
also the crown of His mercy and 
likewise of His triumph on earth.

As a orown it reminds us that He 
who wears it is a King, the King 
of righteousness, and in heaven it 
has been changed into a orown of 
glory. As Jesus on the Cross bent 
His head, crowned with thorns, 
many graves of just men 
opened ; and when He comes 
Judge, wearing the orown of glory, 
all graves will be opened, and all 
the just will rise again. With Joy 
will they behold the glory of their 
King, from whose hand they will 
themselves receive their crowns. 
Vfith what gratitude will they then 
think of the crown of thorns that ob 
t ai ned such glory for them 1 In the 
same way, for tbe disciples as well 
ae for their Master, all earthly pain 
will be transfigured in eternity.

of thorns will
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so to the life of all garments it has become the 
favorite cleanser of particular women every
where.
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Out own crown 
often Inspire ns with sympathy for the 
Borrows of others. He who has suf
fered ranch himself know* how to 
comfort and help others, and thus 
his orown of thorns is also turned 
into a orown of mercy.

Our Lord’s crown of thorns re
minds us also of His divine justice, 
which will one day exact a terrible 
penalty from thoee who have been 
disloyal to their King and have re-
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which you will discover at once, when you begin to use
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