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or the half- I forcibly vacated, temporarily or otherwise, by the 
United States owing to its narrow policy of exclusion. 
Even now the call ior Canadian flour for China has in 
creased to a very marked extent. Even after the boy
cott against the United States shall have been raise< , 
which sooner or later we presume it will be, the marks 
left bv the struggle should make good occasion for in- 

front Canada of flour as well as 
that the opportunity referred

And

heavals have taken place in other forms of business.
Banks have gone under, loan companies have col
lapsed with far-reaching disastrous results to those in
terested The history of life insurance, considering all 
things, has been singularly serene, the faulty methods 
of a few who tried to snatch undue benefit for them
selves out of the necessities of others have only had
the consequence of bringing to bear a fierce light creasing shipments

IOrWwL one ***. himself to thinh on. the snhjec, which X

in its depths, the snrpnsmg ütm^.s^w.th.JO^- ^ ^ ^ qua|ity , our good, .0 recommendI them
in many cases, as in flour, to a greater extent than 
the case 'with the Americans, Only carelessness to 
our commercial future will allow us to sit down w4th 
folded hands awaiting the march of events.

1903-
£

209,169,100

51400,900

260,570,000

88,204.000

54,318,600
paratively speaking, such 
insurance, the weaknesses have been so unimportant, 
and that they have been discovered so speedily, and 
when they have caused so little detriment to the in
terests of those having their money invested therein. 
And allowing all possible latitude for the effect of 
these weaknesses and shortcomings, the fact remains 
that life insurance, for the combined safety and benefi- 

of its mode of investment, occupies a pre-
individual slackness
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cence
eminent position which 
on the part of a few ai its officials can ever shake. 
This should be borne in mind without fail, not only by 
readers of the sensational stuff that has lately been ap
pearing in the public press, but by agents soliciting in
surance from persons who revamp this kind of non- 

their own excuse for not putting their names

There is some one in the noble army of Montreal press 
determined to make a name for him-

no mere
reporters who appears ....
self as à later-day Athenian in the acquisition of new thing 
in the way of intelligence. In the search for novelty his 

to roam most often over the domain of finance, 
while startles the readers of even the most 

commercial metropolis by making

eye seems 
and he once in a
staid daily journals of our - ...
known to them discoveries in Canadian banking circles which 
it requires all the ingenuity of a city editor to explain away 
next day. This reporter attracted our attention first in the 
spring of the present year, when he contributed to the Mont
real Gazette a series of statements about the intended 
doings of certain banks that were almost as interesting_ in 
their minuteness of detail as they were startling in their 
untruth. We had occasion then to show, by means of inter
viewa with the bank managers, how far a*‘ra> 
vraisemblant essayist was in his alleged facts^ °* 
got the ear of the Montreal Witness to which he finished 
on Saturday last a column and a half about A Great Bank- 

The central idea running through which was
to blossom out

sense as 
on the dotted line.]
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THE CHINESE TRADE QUESTION.I

To be hoist by one’s own petard is an operation 
which always causes peculiar chagrin to the sufferer 
and peculiar satisfaction to one’s rivals. This opera
tion, however, is what Uncle Sam seems to be experi
encing just now, with John Chinaman as the calm in 
flictor of the punishment. The Chinese boycott of 
American goods has already assumed notable propor
tions, and in some goods, such as flour, the loss of 
trade is assuming notable proportions. We fancy, 
however, that no great regret will be felt by tfie world 
at large. A country which goes out of its way to not 
only heavily fine the citizens of a peaceable, friendly 
country who arrive at its shores, but insults them 
through pert officials as frequently as L ncle Sam has 
insulted the Chinese, can hardly be sympathized with 
very deeply when that friendly nation retorts in kind. 
And the retort is of la nature which so directly affects 
the offender’s pocket that the fun of the matter is that 
the latter is bound to cry for quarter. Indeed, that 
crv has already been! heard, and from the very section 
of the United States which in past days has been most 
exasperating in its treatment of the Orientals, 
altogether likely that the United States Government 
will lose as little time as possible in trying to adjust

ing Scheme.”
into S.oS.^'of c^pt.lo^l"^ offices in Mont-

would don the hair-shirt mantle of the presidency. Alas 
for the circumstantiality of the gifted Montreal seer, for h 
headings in Schoeffer type and his sub-headings m Atoma 
long-primer, his “project now under way h.s magined 
•‘probable proposals,” and his “warrants for belief,
Witness inserted, on Tuesday afternoon theflowing- ^ 

graph: “Mr. Byron E. Walker, general manager of the Can 
adian Bank of Commerce, writes from Toronto asking th£ 
the statements as to proposed increase of capital, etc b 
given an unqualified denial.” It was harsh of Mr " = -
To be so sweeping in his denial. He did not give the Craig 
Street Xnanias half a chance—or else the editor of Tues 
L‘s issue wouldn’t. We have called this too ready writer a 

Does not this word for prophet also mean ^ar-gazer. 
oerson gifted with the famed second sight. He mag„i6„prx-««— •» r-" r'y:'~
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In the meantime two things are afforded for

lesson. TheCanada’s benefit : v\n opportunity and a 
lesson is certainly needed, as indicated b\ the ou 
outcries chronically uttered by Canadians of the fire
brand variety against all recognition of an equalitv o 
citizenship with Japs ahd Chinamen., 1 he recent ac 
tion of the British Columbia Government, happily dis- , 
allowed by the Dominion, is a case in point.

The opportunity is for Canada to take advantage 
of the opening for’flour and other goods in China

did in Tom Hood’s poem:
hard, those sort of folkTis very 

Won’t let a body be.
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