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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on the fifth and
twentieth of each month.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, handsomely

illustrated with original en vinf', and furnishes the most

practical and reli

reliable information for farmers, dairy-
men, gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.
2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—Ia Canada, United States, England,
Ireland and Scotland, $: per year in advance. All other
oountries, 8s.

3 ADVERTISING RATES —Single insertion, 10 cents-per line,
agate. Contract rates fuminhes on application.

4. THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is
received for its disconti pay ts of arrearages must
be made as required by law.

s THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

%.-THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your sub-
scription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

9. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one side
of the paper only.

1o. WE. INVITE FARMERS to write us on any :Friculturnl topic.

- We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such as
we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improvethe
ADVOCATE, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not

erally known, ;artlcuhru of Experiments Tried, or Improved

ethods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions

sent us must not- be furnished other papers until after they have

in our columns. Rejected matter will be returned on

a
receipt of postage.

1. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference toany matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any indi-
vidual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LiMITED),
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

Canadian-Asiatic trade. The construction of this
great road during the next five years will prove a
very great stimulus to agriculture, and all the
leading industries of the Dominion, the capabili-
ties and resources of which are now understood
and appreciated as they were not when our first
great continental line, the C.P.R., was projected.

Exhibition Reform.
To the Kditor ** Farmer’'s Advocate "’

A fairly exhaustive study of the Winnipeg In-
dustrial Exhibition of 1903, a sincere desire for
its prosperity, faith in the future of the city, and
high hopes for the development of the natural
resources of Western Canada—these are the ex-
cuses, if excuse be necessary, for the following re-

marks, leaving to others the discussion of mat-
ters which more directly concern the grower of
grain or the breeder of stock, subjects which are
in abler hands. Nevertheless, let it be put upon
record that one of the greatest disappointments
of the show was the display of grains, grasses,
etc., which were shown along one side of a small
building, occupied by musicians and
mechanico-musical instruments, with other things
singularly out of keeping with the golden produce
of the wheat-field of the world. Another section
of the exhibition—the
pleasing, was of meager proportions, and not

mostly

horticultural—however

what one expects at such a season, the small
number of competitors seeming to indicate an in-
difference which can hardly be accounted for hy
the existence of a show in the city later on in
the season.

It is always easy to praise, and ever a thank-
less_task to criticise ; but, for all that, a good,
healthy grumble will, now and then, evolve a
reformation from the very wrath of the criticised.

Tt will he a bad day for us all when we are
€0 highly cultured that we cannot enjoy all the
fun (!' the fair :

““ A little laughter now and then
Is relished by the wisest men."’

“An’ what for no” 2" as dear old Meg Dods would
have said IListen to this, from Mr. Drummond
Black’s “* Life of the Marguis of Dufferin and
Ava '’:

In his percerinations round St Petershury,

1HE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Lord Dufferin had sometimes to submit to the
necessity of personal protection, a precautionary
infliction from which the members of diverse Brit-
ish Governments, notably thcse of 1880-85, have
not been exempt. An amusing incident was nar-
rated to me apropos of one of these excursions.
He had reached a Russian suburban village where
a fair was in full swing, with its concomitant de-
lights of ‘roundabouts.’ Lord Dufferin contem-
plated the scene of enjoyment with obvious relish
till, all of a sudden, he could not stand it any
longer, and, to the scandalized horror of his two
atténdant detectives, he sprang forward onto the
back of one of the circumambhient wooden steeds,
and careered round and round to the inspiring
tunes of the organ.”” One can quite-sympathize
with the mad impulse which seized the accom-
plished diplomat and courtier, bringing to the
surface the true, boyish, Trish heart. Yes, a good
merry-go-round is a capital thing, especially where
there are large numbers of children. But if we
are to have roundabouts, let us at least have
them of the best, with up-to-date machinery, and
if we must have music by machinery, for any sake
give us the L'est that can be ground out of a mill.
Certainly the merry-go-round, even with its
hideous ‘‘ music,”” was the least offensive of the
so-called attractions of the 1903 show ; but the
general effect of this strange mixture of wisdom
and buffoonery was like a plunge backward to the
middle ages, when the learned ‘‘doctor’’ required
the services of a ‘‘fool” or clown of some kind
to attract the attention of the crowd to the
learning of his master. The whole thing is so
incongruous and out of tune with modern ideas of
what an exhibition ought to be, that it is sur-
prising it has gone on so long without palling on
the public taste. Probably this is accounted for
by the fact that the Winnipeg Industrial, being
the only annual carnival of the kind on a large
scale within® reach, in this land of magnificent
distances, it is bound to attract to it large num-
bers of people who have no choice of a better.
The vast crowds who from morning to night
flocked to the Glasgow exhibition, f{or instance,
were just as ready to be amused with the ordi-
nary attractions of a fair as the people of the
Prairie Province could be, but side-shows of the
character exhibited at the Winnipeg Industrial
would have been fatal to the enterprise The
people came to he enlizhtened as well as amused,
and even in their amusements they expected. andd
got, something very far above the level of a
country fair, The ““attractions.”” in fact, are
distinctly below par, unworthy of a c¢ity with
such a record for progress as Winnipees has, and
utterly beneath the dignity of the men who have
devoted themselves to the Industrial, bhe it said,
with so much self-sacrifice, for the general good.
Whatever may have been the case ten or twelve
yvears ago, when the fair was only on probation,
circumstances are totally different now, and the
exhibition has become an institution of vital im-
portance, not only to the city, but to Western
Canada, and, appealing as it does to the peonle
from over the border, and indeed from all ends
of the earth, it is surely time to weed out what
is undesirable, and to make it such an advertise-
ment of our resources and of the inducements to
come and help to develop our vast possessions as
will not be disregarded, but which will repay a
thousandfold all the labor and all the money ex-
pended upon it. Until the buffoonery and trick-
ery are banished from the exhibition, the title
“industrial’”’ is a misnomer. As for the blood-
curdling “‘attractions’ which are so persistently
boomed, but which so often end in collapse of one
kind or another, the people who engage and en-

’

courage such “industries’ must judge for them-
selves how far they are responsible for the in-
evitable ‘““accidents’” which sooner or later over-
take the misguided individuals who are foolish
enough to risk their necks in such ntterly useless
efforts When some poor heart and brain-sick
wretch tries to get rest hy leaving a weary world
in an unorthodox fashion. he ds promptly clapped
in prison, while a “‘professor,”” or other highly
endowed ‘“ artist,”” who makes a puhlic show of
his efforts to bring his career to an end, we re-
ward with manyv dollars It is a lamentable
phase of our boasted culture that such looping
Innatics and daredevil divers should be con-
sidered capable of adwinisterine to our pleasure.

FOUNDED 1866

The function of such exhibitions, either great,
or small, is, or ought to be, to present a series
of object lessons illustrating the progress made
from time to time in the arts and sciences, and
in the manufacture of articles of all kinds, and
this not merely by showing the finished articles,
but by exhibiting and explaining the process or
method of production, so as to convey the fullest

amount of information to the spectator. The

bulk of the exhibits in the Winnipeg exhibition
are only attractively-got-up samples of the goods
which, as a rule, could be much more convenient-
ly and<comfortably seen in the stores and wae-
houses on Main street and about the city. The
main building is a mere pantechnicon, or depart-
mental store, where one may purchase many
things with a maximum of discomfort and with-
out the advantages of delivery wagons. The com-
plete exhibition of the production of a single arti-
cle, or of the different processes through which
it passes, from the saw state until it comes into
the hands of the consumer, is of much greater in-
terest and of infinitely greater value as a factor
in our education than whole .stores of finished
goods. The only example which approached this
standard was that of the preparation and weav-
ing of wool, the actual weaving being done in the
presence of the public, while samples of the
material at various stages of manufacture were
shown. The lively interest shown in this stall
testified to its popularity ; and, indeed, it is sur-
prising how great is the fascination of moving
machinery—of ‘“ wheels goin’ wound,”’ in fact—
with all classes, whether young or old. It was
remarked at one of the early ‘‘great’’ exhibitions
that the stand where common clay tobacco pipes
were being made drew the crowds much better
than many of the more-pretentious exhibits. But
we want the illustrations to be as complete as
possible, and of course such exhibits sometimes
require considerable floor-space, as well as power
It is, therefore, necessarv to give exhibitors the
greatest encouragement in bringing them forward,
but, with proper arrangements, the necessary
power can be supplied to a number of exhibits at
comparatively small cost. As it 1s obviously
impossible for every exhibitor to adopt such a
method of advertising, it follows that every suc-
ceeding exhibition may illustrate different sub-
jects, thereby ensuring perennial sources of  in-
terest and attraction That the accommodation
in the main building for such diaplays is totally
inadequate must he apparent to all.

In the matter of allocating the prize-money,
attention has already been directed to the start

ling contrasts in the amounts offered in the dif-

ferent classes, and especially in the case of horse
racing, as distinguished from horse-breeding: the
cncouragement given to mere pot-hunters is the
most remarkable feature of a great exhibition in
the capital of the greatest cereal-growing terri-
tory on the face of the earth. If horse-racing is
to absorb about ione-half of the entire prize-
money devoted to the live-stock part of an exhi-
hition in the metropolis of the West, it would be
more in keeping with strict truth to drop the
designation “Industrial ¥xhibition’ and frankly
call it a Race Meeting. It is worth considering
how far it would be advisable to aholish money
awards and to substitute medals, dinlomnas, cer-
tificates or other permanent records of success,
which would probably give greater satisfaction,
and would surely be of more lasting value than
the comparatively trifling sums of money given in
the majority of cases. How many horse-owners
would come forward if other than cash nrizes were
offered 2 The blue-ribhon of the turf itself would
hardly ““fetch’”” them !

It is a fatal mistake to award prizes, especial-
iv to young people, otherwise than for distinct
merit © and in the art section especially {here were
some glaring examples of this error. There can
be no kindness in making voung people nnt a high
value on their own efforts when we know that
they are radically bad When an artist, eithe
professional or amateur, is quite satisfied with
his own work his progress is at an end. Proh-
ably no work in the world is ever done so well
that it could not be improved upon, and this is
especially true of the labors of the real artist
While on the subject of art, it mayv be permitted
to plead for a little better treatment for local
amateurs regarding the manner of exhibiting their

work—the pro
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