Pa ge 16
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be seen at a glance that it would
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THE CANADIAN THRESHERMAN AND FARMER.
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April, 13
Tractor Does Not Injure the
Soil

Replying to your enquiry as to

our experiences in the use of
We use a Rumely 25-50
gas tractor weighing about 35,000
pounds. We find it takes about
three gallons of kerosene fuel per
stiff summer
fallow six inches deep. We can-

not see how land can be plowed

tractors

acre

» plow good

with less fuel, as our engine runs

as smooth and with as little
trouble as any engine could be
expected to do.  We use about
three-fourths as much water as
fuel oil, but we have found that
soft water is much better for the
engine than the harder or more
alkali water I'he harder water
seems to at the valve stems,
causing them to corrode, and
stick in the guides

\s to the cost of plowing, we
stimate 1t costs $2.00 per acre,

I'his includes
lubricating oil, labor and

not less than that
fuel oil

wear and depreciation

\s to seeding with engine, we
cannot use our engine on our
kind of soil, for the reason that

we have too many low, soft spots,
where the water lies too long in
waited for these
would make the
seeding too late, so we cannot use
the

the spring. 1f we

to dry, it

s

engine for that purpose, as it

will either sink or slip its drivers,

and is unable to pull even itself

\s to discing and harrowing,
we have not done much of that
kind of work, owing to the trou
ble of hitching together enough
f the common disc harrows to
make a load, even if we owned

enough or could hire enough to

make a load for an engine of our

size, and if one has to purchase
enough of the double engine
gang di there would be

another $1,000 of capital tied up.

It is the same with harvesters

I'o make it profitable to use an
engine of la power, we should
not have less than four binders
and five would be better, again

tying up more capital than would
be profitable on a 640 acre farm
which is the size of ours,

do not con
sider it a wise investment to buy

a heavy tractor

On the whole we

for a farm of less

than two sections, unless you car
make use of

such an engine for
threshing, or can get enough out
side work to make it profitable

to invest in so much costly ma
chinery ’

\s it is with we have t¢
keep about as many horses as we
would if we did not own an en
We must them t«
do our seeding and harvesting
Owning a separator, we can
them bundle
helps some

Perhaps it might be profitable
for a farmer owning only one
section of land to purchase a
smaller engine, say of 15 hp
weighing about 10,000 pounds

us,

gine have

use

as teams, which




