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SCHOLARLY EXPOSITION
Father A. F. icily of Trout Creek 

Speaks on Easter Coefessioa at 
Graveaharst.

On Wednesday last, Father Kelly of 
Trout Creek visited Gravenhurst, and 
after the prayers in the evening, he 
pleased the congregation very much 
by delivering in his usual impressive 
manner, one of his eloquent and most 
instructive discourses. He took lor 
his text the following “Now the 
Pasch, the festival day of the Jews, 
was near at hand," St. John, 6th 
chapter, 4th verse, and continued, 
saying, “Dearly beloved brethren : 
During these precious days of Easter- 
tide, many Catholics renounce sin and 
Satan, and return to God. Would 
that we were counted among the 
early Christians, who looked forward 
to the Paschal feast with holy joy. 
This time of grace may harbor for 
us either salvation or spiritual ruin 
It leads to our salvation, if we co
operate with the graces, which are 
offered us in this most sacred time, 
and it will cause our destruction, if 
we do not partake of these graces, or 
even despise them.

We are now- in the Pashal time, also 
calletl the Passover, which signifies 
the transition from the death of sin 
to the life of grace. By this explana
tion of the word Pasch, you will be 
able to judge for yourselves whether 
you have a right to feel satisfied— 
you who (in sullen obedience to the 
wording of the precept of the Church) 
ar&cnntentcd with a single confession 
every year, and a Paschal communion.

Why, my brethren, has the Church 
instituted the holy season of Pen- 
nance or Lent ? You will answer 
that the time of Lent has been insti
tuted for the purpose of giving us an 
opportunity to prepare ourselves 
worthily for the celebration of Faster 
—a time in which the heavens open 
and our dear Savious seems to dis
pense his graces in a greater measure 
than at any other time, and during 
which we go oftcner to Church to 
assist at the services, and are con
stantly urged to examine our con
sciences and frt*e ourselves from sin. 
Especially during Holy Week, we are 
reminded of the great sufferings of 
Jesus Christ, in order that He might 
save us from hell.

Yet, my friends, there are some, 
who call themselves Catholic, and do 
not profit at the holy time of Lent. 
They allow that season of grace to 
pass away, and even so forgetful are 
they, of their immortal souls, that 
they refuse to preseat themselves in 
the Confessional at Easter time. I 
ask you, my dear brethren, what kind 
of a sin is committed by thqse, who 
neglect to fulfill their Paschal duty. 
You will answer, “A mortal sin," 
and upon a further question, “ How 
many mortal sins are required to 
cast a person into the place of eternal 
misery ?” You know-,—one single 
mortal sin, for which we have not 
obtained forgiveness. Well, then are 
you going to fulfill your Easter duty? 
If not, you may rest assured that 
your poor soul will have upon it 
(when the time expires in which you 
should hr,ve gone to your annual Con
fession) a mortal sin. We hear care
less people assert, if we are sent to 
hell we shall not he alone at all 
events. If it is all the same to these 
people whether they are saved or 
damned, let them find consolation in 
that. If they have the idea that 
they will have plenty of company in 
their misfortune, why should they 
trouble themselves about anything of 
the hereafter ? Hut, poor souls, 
what do you say to such impious 
thoughts of the sinful bodies in 
which you are imprisoned ? How 
many tears of bitterness and remorse 
will you have to shed in eternity ? 
Jesus Christ has done so much for 
you, and you have made void all of 
ilis sufferings, and merits in your be
half, you will be separated from Him 
forever. Now, let us examine and see 
how it stands with the Confessions 
and Communions of those Catholics 
who are satisfied with one Confession 
each year, so that we may learn 
whether they live with a dear con
science or not 1 If. for a valid con
fession, nothing would he necessary- 
hut to enter the confessional and 
enumerate the sins, ask God for 
forgiveness, and recite a few prayers 
for pennanee, then sin, which is iic- 
tured to us in our Catechism as such 
a monster, would not be anything 
very awful. Nothing would be easier 
than tk) regain the lost friendship 
with God and to follow- the path 
which leads to heaven, and of which 
Jesus Christ says, “that it is dif
ficult to follow."

I.isten, then, beloved brethren, to 
the words which Christ addressed to 
the young man who asked Him what 
good he should do to have life ever
lasting, and whether the wav that
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leads to heaven was hard ? What did 
the Master answer ? "The path," be 
said, “is narrow and very few per
sons tread it, and even those who fol
low it, very few reach the happy end 
of this path." Yes, truly, my1 
brethren, some of you most likely, 
after having passed the entire year, 
without fear, occupied only with your 
temporal cares and worldly amuse
ments, without having done anything 
towards your spiritual improvement 
and acquired no virtue, will come 
at Easter time, very reluctantly, to 
Confession, relate your sins as if you 
were reading from a story book, and 
say some prayers. And that is all 
After it is over, you go your old way 
and do exactly whatever you have 
done before. When Easter Precept 
comes aiouml to be fulfilled again, 
you act in the same way and coo- 

jtinue until death summons you into 
eternity, and then volt expect God to 

, set aside justice and give you special 
'grace to die well You may rest as
sured that- such confessions are fruit
less, if not sacrilegious. To convince 

j you more fully, let us now descend 
I deeper into this matter. If our con
cession is to reconcile us with God, 
jwe must detest our sins sincerely; 
we must be repentant, not because we 
have to disclose our faults, evil 
doings and most secret crimes to the 
priest (these tilings we would rather 
keep concealed in uur breasts), but 
because we have oHeridcd God ; be
cause we have estranged ourselves 
from the greatest Friend—and have 
despised th ■ many graces by which 
God tried to draw us away fnm our 
sins. "Ibis, it js, which should soften 
the icy crust around our hearts, anil 
make tears flow from our eyes. Then, 
if we are really repentant, we will 
hasten to repair the damage done 
ami return quickly to our Saviour. 
In your dealings with your fellow- 
creatures, when a misunderstanding 
arises and a quarrel ensues by which 
friendship is dissolved among dear 
friends, would you not go to your 
friend after finding out that you were 
to blame and try everything to he 
reconciled as soon as possible to your 
friend or friends ? Now, is it pos
sible for you who have committed a 
sin through weakness or wickedness 
to remain long in that state of sin 
if you felt true repentance ? Would 
you not immediately seek the first 
opportunity presented to make a 
good confession and he reconciled 
again to God ? If, instead of doing 
this, you remain for a whole year in 
the state of sin, and even find the 
blessed time of la-nt very inconven
ient to free yourself from sin, and if 
when Easter comes around you still 
persist in waiting until Trinity 
Saturday to satisfy the precept of the 
Church ; or if the Church would say 
that we must go only every seven 
years at least, many of the yearly 
communicants would delay their con
fession seven years ; or if the 
Church had no precept, they would 
wait- until their sickness was declared 
fattal—it is because these kind of 
Catholics have neither repentance for 
the offences offered to God, nor the 
love they ought to have for their 
Creator. The comply with the regu
lations of the Church, that they may
be able to tell their friends, “I have 
made my Easter Duty." The fact of 
the matter is that they have merely- 
added another sin to their guilty 
consciences. If you, my beloved 
brethren, have real sorrow in your 
heart, would you keep those sins for 
a whole year upon your conscience ? 
If you had truly tlie intention of 
leading a better life, most certainly 
you would show by your exterior 
conduct t hat you were desirous of 
progressing in virtue.

I will not speak of these creatures, 
wlm, for fear they will he refused 
absolution, confess only part of their 
sins, or who cover a shameless life 
with the mantle of virtue, and ap
proach tlie Iioly Talile of tlie Lord, 
to eat and drink damnation to them
selves, and deliver themselves over 
to the devil, I hope that all this 
does not apply to any of you here 
present, hut I must repeatedly draw 
your attention to the fact that tlie 
annual confession cannot be satisfying 
to the soul.

Let me tell .you what is necessary 
for a good confession, and you will 
clearly see that a confession once a 
year cannot he satisfactory. To ob
tain forgiveness, your confession 
should he sincere and humble, ac
companied by a real sorrow for the 
offense given to God, and the firm 
resolution not to sin any more. I 
consider it very difficult, even almost 
impossible to bring all these condi
tions to confession, if you go only 
once a year.

What is a Catholic who makes a 
confession of his sins at the feel of 
the Priest 1 He is a sinner who 
throws himself before God with re
pentance in his heart, like one ac
cused before his judge, and who cries 
out, “O my God, I am a miserable 
sinner, unworthy to he called Thy 
child ; I have imitated the wicked by 
living a life contrary to God's Holy 
Law : I have had nothing hut aver
sion for everything pertaining to re
ligious duty : Sundays and holy days 
of obligation were for me only days 
of pleasure and dissipation : instead 
of being present at the Holy Mass, I 
went to dangerous places and satis
fied my vicious passions, and not be
ing content to live a vicious life my
self, I enticed others to desecrate 
those days of prayer. I now fully 
realise the terrible state of my soul. 
I shall be damned if God has- no 
mercy 0n me." This, my brethren, is 
the feeling of a Catholic, who hates 
his past sins and is sincere in the 
amendment of his life.

Now, tell me, do those who are 
satisfied to remain in sin for twelve 
months, and to whom Easter comes 
around only too soon, do those people 
confess like that ? Our Divine Sav
ious knows the yearly confession of 
tkose unfortunate ones, who attend 
to their duly with great reluctance. 
Do they act like a sinner covered with 
sin and filled w ith renior -c and re
pentance for their ofJfLces offered to 
God ? Do they accuse thems°lves 
and deem themselves unworthy of the

When you plan your meah you 
never think of bread, yet you always 
have «, and if it is left off the table 
it is the first thing that is missed.

You cam live without bread, but 
you can live without any other 
food with less hardship—think along 
these lines and the absolute necessity 
of bread comes home to you.

And because it is a necessity, its 
quality should be the best—quality in 
bread depends largely upon the flour.
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pardon for which they ask ? No, 
tIk*\ conic to tell a story ami they 
tell it badly, because they dissemble 
and try to ap|k‘ar as innocent as 
possible. Such a person will accuse 
h.s companions for having led him 
into sin. He lias missed Mass on 
Sunday, but excuses himself under 
pretext of hard labor during week, 
or that liis garments showed signs of 
weal : he ale meat on forbidden davs 
as he did not wish to offend his 
friends who were not of his failli at 
his boarding house, and lie tries to 
excuse himself and blame others for 
his sins. The husband accuses the 
wife, and the wile, her husband ; 
brothers accuse their sisters, and 
sisters their brothers. At the C’on- 
fiteor they say, “Through my fault, 
“Through mv most grevious fault," 
and a few minutes later they excuse 
themselves and accuse others. There 
is no humility, no sincerity, no re
pentance,—such is the manner ol 
those who go to confession but once 
a year.

The Priest can tell perfectly well 
from the wav such penitents act, 
that they should he denied absolution, 
and endeavors to dismiss them with 
fatherly advice—telling them to come 
again in a week’s time, after having 

|made proper examination of their 
j consciences, so that they may be 
j protected from the danger of com
mitting a sacrilege. They claim they 

I have no l4me to prepare themselves, 
and if this Priest cannot give them 

'absolution, they will go to some 
other Priest who is not so particular.

There are some, who at least try to 
examine their conscience hut come to 
confession with so much coldness that 

jthe poor priest is annoyed, and fears 
that they do not experience any re- 
giet for their sins. They really show 

|no sorrow or pain for offending God. 
They come to confession and seem not 
to realize what they are doing.

There are Catholics, who after 
having apparently satisfied their 
Easter Duty, lead no better lives 
than they did previously, and are not 
any more careful to avoid sin.

What is the mark of a good contes, 
sion ? The amendment of our lives. 
We have reasons to lie alarmed at our 

; confessions, when we lack tlie amend
ment.

How can your determination not to 
offend God any more be considered 
sincere if after your confess» n you 
return to your old sinful habits ? You 
have accused youreelf of breaking 

.His Holy Law, and you go in the 
| same way after you return from con
fession. Were not these tlie same 
sins you have been confessing your
self guilty of during tlie past years— 
once a year ? And most likely you 
will accuse yourself of the same next 
year, if you are alive. All this hap
pens because you have no sincere de
sire of serving God as good practical 

ICatholics. You have gone to Con
fession because your membership in 

; some Catholic society requires you to 
I do so, or you forfeit all claim on 
that society as a member—or you 

,have complied exteriorly with tlie 
wording of the Precept to avoid 
having your remains at your death 
placed in a rion-consccraled cemetery.

I You have gone to confession every 
jvear only to add more sin to your 
old ones. You are not aware of how 

; the devil deceives you. If he would 
advise you not to go to confession,

I he would frighten >ou and you would 
believe not. But, he is contented to 

-permit you to remain in your had 
habits, and to rule over you in that 
way. Do you doubt this assertion ? 
Then, examine your life and see 
whether you have improved or not.

My brethren, be not satisfied with a 
single confession each year. You run 
every risk of being overtaken in sin. 
and cast into hell after death. The 
same unhappy fate will meet you if 
from fear or shame you have con
cealed any mortal sin, of if you have 
made your confession without true 
repentance, and the firm resolution to 
do better for the rest of your days 
in this worth. To those who do not 
confess, even at Easter tide, I only 
say that they will find the evmingof 
life coming to a close, sooner than, 
they expect ; they will not listen to 
the voice of the Pastor of their souls, 
or the admonition of their friends, 
and it will happen to them as it has 
to many—they will be cut down in 
their sins, verifying the words oi 
Holy Writ, “You shall seek me and 
vou shall not find me, and you shell 
die in your sins."

You, my brethren, pray our Rism 
Lord to grant you the blessed fiuits 
ol his glorious Ressurrevtion, and 
during the Paschal Time, cal' to mind 
when you ..ee the Easier Candle 
which represents Jesus Christ who

THE NORTH OP NARY
Why is May chosen as the month in

which we exercise a special devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin ?

The first reason is because it is the 
time when the earth bursts forth into 
its fresh foliage and its gieen grass 
after the stern frost and snow of 
winter and the raw atmosphere and 
the wild wind and rain of the eaily 
spring. It is because the blossoms 
are upon the trees and the flowers are 
in the gardens ; it is because the 
days have got long and the sun rises 
early and sets late, lor such gladness 
and joxousness ol external nature are 
fit attendants on our devotion to hr: 
who is the Mystical Rose and the 
House of Gold.

A man may say “True, hut in this 
climate we have sometimes a bleak, 
inclement May." This cannot be de
nied, hut still so much is true tliat 
at least it is the mouth ol promise 
and of hope. Even though the 
weather happen to be had, it is the 
month Iliât begins and heralds in the 
summer. We know, for all 1 hat may 
be unpleasant in it, that the fine 
weather is coming sooner or later. 
“Bnglitness and Beautifulness shall," 
in the prcpheti's words, “appear at 
the end and shall not lie. If it make 
delay, wait for it, it shall surely 
con»* and shall not be slack."

May, then, is the month, if not ol 
fulfillment, at least of promise, and 
is not this the very aspect in which 
we most suitably regard the Blessed 
Virgin, Holy Mary, to whom this 
montli is dedicated ?

Tin* prophet says, “There shall 
come forth a rod out of the root of 
Jesse, and a flower shall rise out of 
his root." Who is the flower hut our 
Blessed Lord ? Who is the rod or 
beautiful slock or stem or plant out 
of which tlie flower grows hut Mary, 
Mother of our Lord , Mary, Mother 
of God ?

It was prophesied that God should 
come upon earth. When the time was 
now full, how was it announced ? It 
was announced by the angel coming 
to Mary. “Hail, lull of grace,’’ said 
Gabriel, “the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women." She 
was then the sure promise of the 
coming Saviour, and therefore May is 
by a special title her month.

Why is May called the month ol 
Mary and especially dedicated to her ? 
Among other reasons there is this— 
that of tlie Church’s year, the ecclesi
astical year, it is at once the most 
sacred and the festive and joyous por
tion. Who would wish February, 
March or April to be the month of 
Mary, considering that it is the time 
of fasting, too ? Christmas itself 
does not last for a month, and Jan
uary lias indeed the joyous Epiphany, 
with its Sundays in succession, but 
these in most years are cut short by 
the urgent coming of Septuagesima.

May, on the contrary, belongs to 
the Easter season, which lasts fifty 
days, and in that season the whole of 
May commonly falls and the first half 
always. The great feast of the as
cension of our Lord into heaven is 
always in May, except once or twice 
in forty years. Pentecost, called Whit 
Sunday, the Feast of the Holy 
Ghost, is commonly^n May, and the 
feasts of the Holy Trinity and Corpus 
Christi are in may not unfrequently. | 
May, therefore, is the time in which 
there are frequent hallcluias because 
Christ has risen from the grave. 
Christ lias ascended on high and God 
the Holy Ghost has come down to 
take His place.

Here, then, we have a reason why 
May is dedicated to the Blessed Mary. 
She is the first of creatures, the most 
acceptable child of God, the dearest 
and nearest to Him. It is fitting, 
then, that this month shall be hers, 
m which we especially glory and re
joice in His great providence to us, 
in our redemption ami sanctification 
in God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Ghost.

But Mary is not only the acceptable 
handmaid of the Lord. She is also 
Mother of liis Son and the Queen of 
Vil Saints, and in this month the 
Church has placed tlie feasts of some 
"f the greatest of them, as if to bear 
lier company. First, however, there 
is the Feast of the Holy Cross, on 
the 3rd of May, when we venerate 
that precious blood in which the cross 
was bedewed at the time of our 
Loid’s passion. The archangel St. 
Michael and the apostles have feast 
(lays in this month; St. John, the 
beloved disciple, St. Philip anil St. j 
James. Seven popes, two of them 
especially famous, St. Gregory VII. 
anil St. Pius V.; also two of 1 he | 
greatest doctors, St. Athanasius and 
St. Gregory Nazianzen ; two holy 
virgins especially favored by God, St. 
Catherine of Sienna (as lier feast is 
kept in England) and St. "ary Mag
dalene of Paz.zi, and oiy oly woman 
most memorable in the annals of the 
Church, St. Monica, the mother of 
St. Augustine. These are some of 
the choicest fruits of God’s manifold 
grace, and they form the court of 
their glorious queen—Cardinal New
man.
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died and rose again and now lives gr
ever), the light of the world, giving 
light to us, and delivering us from 
the darkness of sin—that you have 
the Holy means of delivering your 
souls during this precious time from 
the slavery of Satan, through the 
sacramer.i of Penance, in order that 
you may henceforth walk in the new
ness of life anil merit, the life of 
everlasting felicity in Heaven, after 
your departure from this world into 
eternity. Amen."’
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protects holders of mortgages 
guaranteed by it from any loss 
resulting from failure of a mort- 
gagor to pay principal or inter
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Interest paid at the rate of 
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