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IMPERIAL CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF 

COMMERCE

Montreal will be the scene of a gathering unprece­
dented in Colonial history. Indeed, no city in the 
I'anpirc has been honoured by such an assemblage 
except the world's Metropolis of finance, l«ondon. 
The Congress convened to meet in this city next 
week will be attended by over 400 delegates repre­
senting the Chamliers of Commerce, Hoards of I rade, 
and a number of similar bodies, of the United King­
dom, the lni|>eria! Colonies and dependencies. 
Every industry, every financial organization, every 
mercantile interest in the Empire will lie represented. 
Besides delegates front the principal cities of C.rcat 
Britain and Ireland, there will be a number from 
Queensland, Western Australia, N. S. Wales, New 
Zealand, Tasmania, South Africa, the Transvaal, 
Jamaica, Trinidad, Ceylon and India. Never before 
was there an assembly so comprehensively repre­
sentative of the commercial interests of the Empire. 
The delegates have been selected from the world's 
ablest business men. Lord I Irasst-y, I'resident of the 
London Chamber of Commerce, will preside, and 
Lord Strathcona will also be present.

The resolutions to be submitted for discussion re­
late to almost every phase of the commercial rela­
tions existing or likely to arise between Great Britain 
and other jiarts of the Empire. The question of 
Imperial preferential arrangements will lie the sub­
ject we anticipate of a very lively debate, for the 
thorough discussion of which the four days of the 
Congress will lie much too short, as there will lie 
delegates present capable of keeping up a lively dis­
cussion for a fortnight or longer. Several resolu­
tions will lie presented liv Canadians, affirming gener­
ally the desirability of developing Inter-Inqierial 
trade by various forms of fiscal policy.

The defence of the Empire will provoke an earnest 
debate, which will call out the warmest expressions 
of loyalty from Colonial delegates, and will demon­
strate to cavillers of the tea-party school that British 
citizens everywhere are ready to say “what we have 
we’ll hold" against all comers. Immigration will lie con­
sidered : also, conuncrci.nl treaties and the arrange­
ments in vogue under which British goods enter 
foreign nations.

<)ne of the most inqiortant subjects for discussion 
will lie introduced, pnilwblv by a resolution of the 
Chamlier of Commerce, Barnsley, the great centre of 
linen manufacture, which reads :—“ft) that Ilis 
Majesty's Government should resolutely maintain 
and extend our commercial treaty rights; (2), that 
the consular service should be reorganized and 
strengthened in lines calculated to make it more 
effective for the promotion of the trade of the British 
Empire." The Canadian Manufacturers' Association 
desire to see the Consular service "sii|iphmrnted In 
the establishment of inter colonial commercial con­
suls, and that the standing of these should lie tecog

\\’e have selected the above three quotations to 
-11 ■ *\v three different phases of meaning in this most 

.lie word, as it was used at different periods, in 
of w hich, nor in any we ever met with, is thereiv sic

1! slightest trace of a mandatory meaning.
The weight of authority is overwhelmingly against 

,|i, word "may" implying any degree or form of 
!, 1 gat ion. Une authority gives it as a synonym of 

" Cheat's Etymological Dictionary defines the. .111. 
word thus :

May”—1 am able, 1 am free to act, 1 am allowed 
It is derived from a Teutonic base, "Mag," toto.

have lower.
The word "may" lias numerous derivatives, none of 

which imply any form of necessary action or of 
,-b’lgation to act. Webster gives illustrations of its 

which confirm this view. Occasionally, however, 
"may" is used in the sense of "must but only in 
-arcasm.
■ slier plea on which to demand that the Equitable 
Life shall distribute its surplus, than that the word 
"may" really means must, or shall, he would lie wise 
to abstain front litigation, as 110 sane judge would 
endorse such an eccentric violation of custom and of 
philology.
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If the Wisconsin Commissioner has no

CANADIAN FIRE UNDERWRITERS 
ASSOCIATION

At the annual meeting of the above Association 
held on 25th June last, Mr- Kenny, Chairman of the 
Committee, apiioinled at the opening session to pre.-ent 
nominations for 1'resident and Vice-1'residents, re- 
I».rted that Mr. McGregor absolutely declined re- 
nomination. on the ground that he believed that the 
I're.-.idcncy should only Ik- held for one term, and 
further that he had been, as the Eastern Vice-Presi­
dent, Chairman of the Montreal Committee for tin- 
previous two years- While the Committee regretted 
this decision, it happily gave members an opportunity 
to tender the office to Mr. G- F. C. Smith- It was 
well known this would Ik- the last year they would 
have Mr. Smith among them, and the Committee felt 
confident that his nomination to the office of I’resi- 
d nt would not only Ik- heartily endorsed as a mark 
"t ' -teem in which he was held, but that it was jseculi- 
arlv lilting that he. its first and for some years I’resi- 

i nt. under whose guidance the Association had 
pa seil through its early difficulties, should also Ik- its 
Po sident the year that it would conn- of age. Tin- 
i nmitive, therefore, nominated Mr- G. F- C. Smith 

■ the Presidency. The nomination was put and 
'ficd by acclamation- Mr. G- F- C. Smith said a 

-unable words in acceptance of the office, and in 
-vciatiun of the compliment jciid him.

I he Committee tln-n presented the names of Mr- 
W right, of tin- London and iAncashire, as \ ice 

ident for the Province of ( hitario, and Mr- M C. 
II- -haw as Vice-President for the Province of Que-

unanimously carried.
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