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But the Pythagoreena evidently lelt the perplexity of the prob-

lem which this ric&i nofusm impoeed upon hiynea thought. " How
cen the whole of thioffs be foe iis a unity, and yet eaeh separate?'*

I7«lc ii fMU Ir ri «i mmn'ittm^ uah x^»P^ AuHnor ; la a <|tte8-

tioii wUch the Orphic peems^ though spurteus, yet with a certaia

historic truth, reptuaent aa being farced upon human intelligence at

the very dawn of reflective thought. In the eflort to aolve this

proMe* the moniem of the Pythagoreans collapsed into a fateful

phaae of dualism. Among numbSrs they detected two forms, even-

and odd ; and recogniaing number aa the essential constituent of

all things, they wen forcod to find the aaase duality throughout the

universe. With a curioos, at times even pathetic, illustration of

the limitaltooa of human inlelligeaoe, they followed this dualisttc

idea into fantastic analogies of odd and even with male and female,

right and left, good and evil, etc, mire conceita which have long

ago tool all ooeaning and imersst Bu^; is only fair ta thia old

school oi thanhets to bear in mind tmH|aalculable service which

they rendered to primitive science by theireesentiaUy monistk con-

ception of nature. It was tbsy vriio laid the first fouadaiieM of

exact science by thek efforts^ fanciful though theypnt at times, to

trace throughout the universe proportions calculable in definite

numfaera. They alao, floae amcmg ancient thinkers, rose above the

sensible appearance of steUar movements, and conceived this earth

as merely one of the planets revolving round a central point. It

was in fact a fragment of die Pythagorean PhHolaes, that suggested

to CopenacuB the heltoceitfric explanation of celestial phenomena.

It remain^ in fine, a significant facti that the word Moff#i6»->the

gencrai Greek (lerip for any ocderty^ arrangeaMnfc—waa first applied

by tibe Pythagoreans in the uae whidb almost duplaced its primitive

meanings to dehole the universe of things 6ui tH^iv attht^ ti$»9»s,*

. Dualiam therelure i% at worst, merely an tmeaaential fwture of

the P]rthagoraan j^oaophy, and its influence is practically neu-

tralised by the intsinsic moniJMtt of the sjrstem. But this is not the

case, or at least by no means so completely, in the Eleatic philoso-
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