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oulty attends the nuettion of infant Wptitm. The difficulty

on the Bubieot is that baptism from its very nature is a pro-

fession of faith ; it is the way.in which by the ordinance of

Christ, etc., is to be confessed before men ; -but infants are

incapable of making such confession, tlierefure, theij are twt

the proptr snl^ects of baptism. Qr, to state the matter in

another form, the sacraments belong to the members of the

church, but the church is a company of believers ; infants

cannot exercise faith, therefore, they are not members of

the church, and conse^iuently wight iwt to be baptized."

Those immersed by J6hn the Baptist repented, confeHniny

their siua (Matt, iii : 4-B). Our Lord's word was, " He that

hiAieveth and is baptized shall be saved (Mark xvi : Hi) ; and
His command, " Teach or make disc iplen of all nations, bap-

tizing them," (Matt, xxviii : 19). The crojpwls of Pentecost

were commanded to **fepent and be baptized " (Acts ii : 37).
*' But when theij believed," it says of the Samaritans, '- they

Were baptized both men and women." (Acts viii :. 12).

Here we see personal faith, a condition impossible to infania,

is the scriptural condition for baptism. ^
What does a Catholic priest say about it ? *Vlt doM not -

appear from scripture that even one infant was ever bap-

tized, therefore, Protestants should reject, on their own
princij^es, infant baptism as an unscriptural usage." (Rev.

Stephen Keenan, in catechism, approved by Archbishop

Hughes, of New York, in '51.)

There is neither precedent precept nor principle in the

whole Bi^le for infant baptism. It is an invention of man ;

and as sucn^ be rejected.. /
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How DID'TH^Y ReOAKD THIT IMPORTANCE OF BaITISM ?

Ini the early dayVno one ever thought of confessing Christ

without a prompt, rd^y and open obedience in the baptis- ,

mail waters. "WhenXponvert declared his faith in Christ,
'>

he was taken at once to the nearest pool or stream of water

and plunged into it, and henceforth he was recognized as

one of the Christian commuaity." (4.. Cunningham, Pres.

'The Growth of the Church," p. 173). When they of Pen-^
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