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folk with anxious hearts await-

ing news that must bring

them happiness or misery.

" Xo more firing was heard at

Brussels—the pursuit rolled miles

away. The darkness came down

on the field and city ; and Amelia

was praying for Cieorge, who was

lyin^ on his faec, dead, with a

bullet through his heart."

Thackeray was pre-eminently

the novelist of the upper classes,

and as a natural result the ma-

jority of his characters li\'ed in

the West End of I^ondon, chiefly

in the area enclosed by Park

I^ane, Oxford Street, Bond Street,

and Piccadill), known as Mayfair. But no part of the

metropolis escaped him. The Sedleys lived in Russell Square

before they removed to St. Adelaide's Vnlas, Anna Maria Read,

AVest, "where the houses look like baby-houses; where the people

looking out of the first floor windows must infallibly, as you

think, sit with their feet in the parlours; where the shrubs in

the little gardens in front bloom with a perennial display of

little children's pinafores, little red socks, caps, etc. (polyandria

polygyria) ; whence you hear the sound of jingling spirits and

women singing: whither of evenings you see city clerks plodding

wearily. . .
." Dr. Firmin practised in Old Parr Street; and

Colonel Xewcome and .James Binnie, on their return from India,

rented a house in Fitzroy Square. Bungay and Bacon carried

on their business in Paternoster Row, and lived over their shops.

It was to the sponging house in Cursitor Street that Rawdon
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