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or a small ho.u col, and is forced to lake exorcise and ^eep nioderaU'K
Ihin in flesh, will invariably produce a sironmr liller of pms in the
spring than the sow that is wintered indoors in a warm pi^mrv. lakini;
very little exercise and becoming too fat.

For the winte-- feeding of brood sows in Manitoba, oats will pro\f
the most satisfactory ^rain. They may be fed whole and either dr\-,
soaked or cooked, or they may be crushed and fed dr\ , soaked or
cooked. They may be fed with .U(M)d results when used" as the onh
Krain feed, but better results can sometimes be had In- feedini; >omt
other tirain with them, and the ration ma\- often be" cheaix'iied l)y
composing one-fourth to one-third of it of barle\-, frozen wheat, field
peas, bran or shorts. As a rule it will not be 'found entirely satis-
factory to replace more than one-half the oats with an\- other fed.
as the barley, wheat, peas and shorts particularlv are too fatteninR
and lacking in the muscle and bone-buildinn material that is reciuired
by the sow if she is to build up a strong litter of pi^'s. Practically
the same results will ije obtained whether the meal is fed drv or made
into a mash with warm water. If fed wet it should tu' fed warm.
Roots should be fed very sparingly to bnwd sows during the period
of pregnancy as they tend to produce soft, weak pigs if fed heavily.
Mangels may be used to ven,- good advantage to the sow-
after farrowing in the spring and before the grass becomes g(K)d.
If allalfa hay is available and can be cut with a hav chopixT, the
ration for the brood sow in winter will Ix improved and cheapened b\
using ten to twenty per cent, of the cut alfalfa in the ration.

The sows should Ix' placed in the farrowing pens from (i\i> to tight
days before t^L>y are due to farrow, and each sow should Ix- given a
separate pen. The feed should l)e cut down a little from then until
the sow has farrowed, as heavy feeding just before farrowing lead-
to a feverish, restless condition and aggravates anv tendency the sow
might have to caking of the udder. It is at farrowing time 'that sows
and pigs require the very closest of attention, and as that is about
the onl\- time they do require close attention, it should be given them.
For two or three weeks while the sows are farrowing, an attendant wili
need to be with them most of the time. The pig- should be remoMcl
Irom the sows as they are farrowed, dried with a sack or cloth, and
placed in a box or barrel with straw in the bottom of it. Thev should
Ix' kept away from the sow until she has linished farrowing, when the\
ma\- be returned and should l)e watched for an hour or two until iIk
sow settles "down with them. Some of the weaker ones ma\- ikkI
assistance to nurse the first time or two. The farrowing pen should be
bedded with just a thin layer of short straw so that the pigs will not
get tangled up in it and be unable to get out of the wav of the sf)w
when she gets up or la\s down. .\ sow should not be fed an\thing
alter larrowing except warm water to drink until she shows sign< at
!ea--t of beginning to get hungr\'. which will u.uallv be abfmi tweKe
to twent\-lour hours after farrowing. For the first feed after farrowing
the best possible mixture would be a thin -lop of --horts, warm water


