
21' THK OCTIMAL SYSTEM OF

hours and -Utrrccs. The Octinial System at once sug-

^'csts the foUdwin;;- divisions of the circle:

(ItHi) ctri'd sccoiiils iimkc I iiiiiinti-.

( ICO) cfrcil iiiiniitcs '• 1 hour or dctriii'

(liHi) cfrcd liiiiir-* '• 1 (liiy orcoiiip.ftf ri'volutidii.

.<^^'^.

d^^'

^'o objection couhl be made to tliis division of the

circh lor altlioui^h the new seconds as applied to the cir-

cle would be about five times as larj^e as at present, yet

the Octimal divisions would be as conveniently read by
the new vernier scale as arc the present decimal divi-

sions. The divisability of the circle by such a method
will be at once apparent. It will now be possible to ob-

tain by simple bisection any an.s^le required. This may
be done witli mathematical precision and at the same time

by the only method of division of anp^les known to ,J?eo-

metricians. At present no angles expressed by whole
luunbers except those of 15 desjrees, 30 degrees, 45 de-

grees. 6o degrees can be measured without the use of

methods that are practically equivalent to guess-work

and which are wdiolly unscientific. Furthermore the

method of the Octimal system makes the circle the exact

counterpart of the .Mariner's Compass.

The system outlined above presupposes one revolu-

tion of the hour hand in our present time of twenty-

four hours. This would necessitate of course a com-


