
Preface
A month IH',.n> tli onthrcak of war th." writ.r |Hibli>l>,,l

a treatise on "Tli.. Ki-ono/iiical Condition :iii.| U,>soi-<ps of tli.

Canadian Mid.il.. W,.s,.- ,i„. main purpos.- „f „.|,i,.h «a. to
indicat.' Horn.- .>f tl... vhivi .-auHes of th.- I,i«!, .„.., „f living an.!
the financial stritiRrncy tli.-n prevailing, .-md f„ urg.- -uh •„,

obvious rpni.dy against th.. r.sujts ot this disor.i.T a p.n.Tal
•>ndeavor to iiuTcasc larK..ly th.^ prodiictiv.i.<.ss „f th.. l.md l.,\

means of more intcn.so and .livcrsifird an.! mixc.l farminR i..

plap of the Kon.ial nracti..- of a too oxelusivo wh.-at growing
And it was advan.-...! that p,rhnps th,- ho^t prospect of rolift
from the unc-mployni.nt the- previiling in cities and towns -

one of the many pernicious effects of th.. sp...-ulation in real
»!state that had d.nK.ralize.1 the whoIi> rountr\- and ruined its
real business—would be found in the fostering of suitable local
industries everywhere throughout the West interming.'cd with
the farms and in .-lose .onnexion with the farming community
This treatise has been attached by the D.,minion Covemment
'•Board of Inquiry into the ("ost of j.iving" to their Rc.-ort t.»

Parliament.

Four mv. hs later when some of the effcls .)n us of the
war were beginning also to be felt, the writer returned to this
subject in a seeon.I paper dealing particularly with the new
conditions occasioned by the war and their import for us, and
this with fcome additional matter, he now offers f.>. oonsidera-
tion, taking the occasion to propound a ))Ian for action which
he believes may prove an effectual remedy for some oi the d.--

plorable effects of our pas' economical errors.

The plan, he thinks, strikes at the root of many oth. r
evils that infest us, and if widely adopted, everyb- ly at th.-

same time doing their best, by economy, and, excepting
those well able to spend, by the utmo'.t frugality in living, o
restore our lost sense of the value of money, while setting t.>

work industriously to produce real wealth instead of the fictitious
sort we have just lost, the hard times that afflict, and still more,
threaten us, would be alleviated and their recurrence prevented-


