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sontinues to hold office and exercise its funotions, It may have to make vitally
tmportant decisions, both in domestic and external affairs. It might have be de-
cide the question of peace or war. Where does it get its suthority? Not frem
the House of Commons, for there is no House of Commonsy ihg old one 15 ;p;o'unl
the new one has not yet been elested. Ner from the slectorats, for the slectorate
bas yot to promounce. The case is partioularly clear if, as not infrequently
happeus, the old House was dissolved becmuse the Government had been defeated in
1% Tuis was the position of Mrs Melghen's Government in the sumer of 1926, afver
its defeat in the Nouse en July 1.

(2) 1f, as in Britain in 1854, December 1905, and Octeber 1922, or in
mumm.-wnumdﬁmtw!h-mﬂhh
House or at the polls, the new Government takes office without any suthority frem
elther the House or the sountry, and san clain no suthority from either #11 1t
NMM&&.W&“.M.&O&«:. |

(3) If & Government has secured a dissolution and comes back in & mimer
ity, it may decide to retain affice till the new Parlisment can meet and prouncunce
Judgment, During that period it cam certainly claim no suthority from either the
House or the electerate. This was the position of Peel's Govermment in 1835,
NMelbowne's in 1841, Derby's in 1858 and 1860, Palmerston's in 1857, Salisbury's
in 1886, Mre Baldwin's in 1924 and Mr. King's from the end of October 1925 t111
January 1926,

(¢) If, as in Britain in 1783 and 1807, in Quebes in 1878 and 1891, and
in British Colwmbia in 1898, a Government undefeated in the House is dimmissed,
tbu'ﬂwa-ut'hhn‘zﬂuuhutwuuwvu-ﬂnlnnuhn—wy.
snd osn claim no such authority i1l it has been upheld in the House or at a gemeral
elestion. This case is wnlikely to arise under modern conditians, but caxmmot be
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