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INTURNATTIONAL OPYUY (J2MNSSION .

finutes of the Ninbh 8sseiosm (1Sta Fsb/CYy.)

The Ssesion opeuned at 10.-30 A.lM. %hs order of the day being
the further consideration of kMr T'ang Kuo-sn's resolution of ths
vrevious dey, which ren as follows:-

"That a SCumnittes consieting of five Delegatss be sprointed to
"gonsider and report on the medical ssrpectis of the Opium question
"including the bast methods of curirg the Opium hahit without
"reaourse to the drug or any of its derivatives.”

The Rt. Eon. Sir Cecil Clemaati Smith, r»ising to continue
the discussion, sald that the action which he took on benali of the
sritish Delegaticn in opposing the appointment of a Committee in the
first instance was one not in the least directed egainst a prastical
enquiry on the impertaat subjeot under discussion, but was based
3olely on the fact that he did not consider that the Commission
juncluded & sufficient number of men compatent to deal with the
qusstion. Hs declared that no ona in ths Jomuission was nore in
sympathy with the object which Mr T'ang had ig view than he and his
colleagnes, and he thought it would be agreed that the British Govern-
ment had shown a desire to help China in dealing with the Opium
problem; but he considered that vhatever assistence was to be given
to China should at least take a practical form, and one that would
be mwniversally rccognised as such.

flo emphasized the fact that the Commission was not appointed
with a scientific basis. He thought he was right in stating that
beyond Dr Hamilton "‘right end the distinguished scientist on the
Japanese Delegation there were none amongst them fitted to deal with
such matters as Anti-Opium Temedies, eto.; and it was holding that
view in the strongest possible way, and yet feeling at the same time
that it wes a subject of great urgensy vhich had perhaps been lefi
on one side too long, that the Tritish Deolegation desired thaet some

steps should be taken. He reforred to the fact that althoush the
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Chinese Governuent had issued regulaticns in which it was diatinectl:r

1aid dovn that Anti-Opiuxw pills should not congist of Opium or Morphia,

it was well LKaowvn that pills containing a large yproportion of the

forbidden drugs were being sold broasdcast in China. He thought that
were
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