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Mother takes light view of issues

The Good Mother **
Famous Players Westmount

review by Sherry Beswetherick
o be a good mother; isn’t that
every mother’s goal? And who
has the right to decide whether or
not your methods of child rearing
are right or wrong? Your ex-husband?
How about a court of law? I mean, your
ex-husband and a court of law understand
the aspirations you hold for yourself and
your child; they can relate to your motives
and values, right? -

These are some of the questions that
must have been going through Anna’s
(Diane Keaton) mind as she faced the
courts and tried to convince them that she
was a good mother. In this film, she is,
indeed, a good mother.

Anna provides a rich, healthy environ-
ment for her daughter Molly (Asia Vieira).
She encourages Molly to ask questions

Diane Keaton fights a child custody battle in
The Good Mother.

covery.

It seems that their lives become complete
when Anna meets Leo (Liam Neeson), a
radical, off the wall, free spirited artist.
The three lives intertwine and begin to
grow together. Anna, Leo, and Molly

- manage to create a very natural, free,

healthy environment for themselves.

All of this is suddenly shattered when
Brian (James Naughton), Anna’s jealous,
stiff ex-husband, questions Anna and Leo’s
lifestyle and files a custody suit for Molly.
Anna then struggles to maintain her sanity
and keep together what few pieces of her
harmonious world are left.

The Good Mother has the potential for a
very strong story line. It deals with a
couple of today’s controversial issues:
single parent-hood and sexual abuse of
children. If you are a single parent, you
will probably ask yourself whether or not
you believe Anna’s lifestyle is acceptable.
If you say "yes”, then you will side with
Anna; you will feel for her, cry with her,
and wonder what you would do if some-
thing like this ever happened to you. If you
say “no”, then Brian may not be as stiff and
hard-nosed as I have depicted him to be.

The movie also has its wide range of
emotions; the humourous moments, the
devastating ones, the passion, sex, etc. But
it lacks......something. There seemed to be
essential parts of the story missing; while
other (especially the first 10 to 15 minutes)
were just there for "filler” (the movie was
short as it was; a mere 85 minutes).

Although issues dealt with in this movie
are controversial, they really don’t create
much “heat”. They may stir up a few
questions in the viewers’ minds, but they
don’t have a real impact on one’s pre-
conceived beliefs.

If you are looking for something light,
entertaining, emotional, and not really
gut-roaringly funny, then The Good Mother
would probably suit your fancy.
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IN EVERY CASE, AT
33% OFF, IT WOULD
BE A CRIMENOT

TO TAKE THE TRAIN !

TAKE THE TRAIN AND CLUE
IN ON FANTASTIC SAVINGS!

Good reasons
to make VIA™
your first
travel choice
this semester:

Win

Registered irademark of VIA Rail Canada Inc.

* You save 33* OFF* on VIA Coach fares to a grand selection

of places;

* You enjoy the comfort and convenience of VIA train travel;
* You have more fun travelling in the company of fellow

students;

A. CHRISJIE
@

* You have the freedom to move about and meet new people
or use the time to catch up on your studies.

Just pick a reason for travelling by train: day trips... mini
excursions... mid-term breaks... family visits... the time
to prepare for exams... or the opportunity to unravel life’s
great mysteries with other student travellers.

And remember: at 33* OFF, VIA is the smart
way to clue in on fantastic savings!

™Trademark of VIA Rail Canada Inc.

Take the train. There’s nothing quite like it! ™

oree " Student discount not on hidﬂr ond Su between 12:00-18:00 hours for intercity trips
Swmm,  (Québec-Windsor) corridor, and (Halifax-Fredericton), (Moncton-Combellton) services except when tro-
above territories, AND not applicable on all train services from December 18,
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