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Education ministers waste

time at conference

TORONTO (CUP)—What were
the provincial education ministers
really trying to achieve by holding a
conference on post-secondary educa-
tion issues in Toronto from October
19 to 22?

That question lay at the heartof a
fiery post-conference debate among
the 400 delegates to the Council of
Ministers of Education of Canada
(CMEC)-sponsored talkfest.

The intensity of feeling about
education issues was shown by a series
of protests at the conference, in-
cluding: . :

*The Canadian Federation of
Students (CFS) objected to the choice
of British Columbia Institute of
Technology graduate Robin Williams
as the “student representative” on a
panel discussing relation#hips
between advanced education and
working life. Williams was described
only as a BCIT graduate on the
agenda. A description of his job as
B.C. premier William Bennett's ex-
ecutive assistant was buried on page
17 of the conference’s participant list.

*CFS distributed a pamphlet in
the banquet hall publicizing an
alternative panel, "From the Inside
Out”, when no CMEC activities were
scheduled. The Canadian Association
of University Teachers (CAUT) also
distributed a counter-agenda, “"What
is This All About?” But conference
officials removed both leaflets before
delegates could obtain them.

Convention Steering Committee
chair Ben Wilson said it was "inap-
propriate” to distribute pamphlets
before the banquet.

*More than 50 student and
faculty delegates walked out during a
dinner speech by Roger Gaudry,
former Universite de Montreal rector.

Gaudry called for “rationalizaion” ot
higher education, and advocated
cutbacks in all areas of post-secondary
education.

*Donna Morgan, chair of CFS
Pacific, screamed criticisms at Bette
Stephenson, Ontario mininster of
universities and  colleges, after
Stephenson’s speech.  Conference
officials told Morgan to voice her
opinions through “proper channels.”

*CFS and CAUT held a press
conference to criticize the failure of
the three-day conference.

Many delegates thought con-
ference sessions were aimless.

"A conference on post-secondary

education must address the real issues, -
those of real importance,” said Patrick

Wesley, executive director of the
Ontario Confederation of University
Faculty Associations. "It is clear the
conference wasnot designed to allow
this.”

CAUT president Ken McGovern
agreed.

“The conference didn’t deal with
the problems of highcr education,” he
said. “There were just a lost of petty,
philosophical discussions.”

Most  faculty and student
delegates thought the conference’s
faults were deliierate.

Many said they thought the
education ministers intended the
conference as a way to introduce
“rationalization” policies of drastic
cutbacks and tighter control of post-
secondary education.

CMEC officials maintained the
conference was just abeginning,a way
to establish “an ongoing dialogue.”
But many faculty and student
delegates felt the conference was a
“candy-coated” sell-out of Canada’s
post-secondary education.
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A SUMMER IN OTTAWA

UNDERGRADUATE SUMMER RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS

$1,200 (minimum)/month
Travel allowance

3-4 months (May-August) 1983
Reasonable on-campus accommodation
is available to early registrants

Canadian or permanent resident
Permanent residence outside of imme-

diate Ottawa-Hull area

Full-time undergraduate student.
Preference given to those in 3rd and

4th year.

PARTICIPATING DEPARTMENTS

Anatomy

Biochemistry Geography (Physical)

Biology Mathematics

Chemistry Microbiology

Computer Science Pathology

Engineering Physiology
Chemical Physics
Civil Psychology (experimental)
Electrical Systems Science
Mechanical

The Summer Research Scholarships will provide research experience
with leading Canadian Scientific investigators in one of the above
fields.

Forward the required information together with your most recent
University transcript before November 15, 1982 to the address

below. Also request a reference from one professor sent to the same
address by November 15, 1982.

1983 Summer Research Scholarships SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES AND RESEARCH
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA, OTTAWA, ONTARIO, KIN 6N5 Tel: (613) 231-5804

UNIVERSBITE
o'orrawa

UNIVERSBITY
OF OTTAWA

Name

APPLICATION PROCEDURE: i

Mailing Address

Permanent Address

city Tel. (Area)

Currently enrolled in

Research field of interest

province postal code Tel. (Area)

city

department

Tuacdav Nawemhar 7 1027




