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The Elditorial Table
A Prot est From an Ex-Regent-IN the Ma*rch issue of our Women's Supplement

there was a protest on this page against the
Daughters of the Empire using bridge tourna-
ments as a means of raising funds, while

special. reference was made to the action of the
Ottawa chapters and the Chamberlain Chapter of
Toronto, as they provided the most recent instances
of the practîce.

From a former Regent of the Chamberlain Chap-
ter has been Éeeceived an, elaborate defence of that
particular organization, from which may be quoted
the following:

"I ha~ve read with much interegt the statements ini
your paper directed against thie 1. 0. D. E., and in par-
tieular against the Chamberlain Chapter, and 1 beg

iithe first place ýto make ain unquliflid de'niml of ýthe
ass;ertions in that article. There is no0 evidence what-
eveýr of in-suIsordination-în the Daughters of the Empire.
tIle ehapters everywhere working with the National
Execuive entirely harmoniously. Bridge entertain-
inents are not contrary to the policy of the National
Executive. Before suggesting the idea of a bridge at
all, T, in my office as Regent, was particultarly careful
to obtain the permission of the Executive of the Na-
tional Chapter, whieh 'was promptly given. . . The
Ord1er, hcing nlon se(ctarian in eharacter, is entireiy
witbin its 'righits in making us-e of any recognized
social attractions to raise funds for the many splendid
Rnd varied scbemes it undertakes for the benefit of the
eoimunity. The Chamberlain Chapter, which has been

spefelyand niost unnecessarily attaeked, has, per-
hPmore than any other Chapter of the Order. ad-

liered faithfully to the edueatîonal propaganda of the
Soc-iety, and will continue to) exercise its right to ehoose
thle rneans by which it will raise funýds, subjeet alone
tol the approval of the Head Office and answerabke to
"10 üther seif-constituted judge. When the papers and
thme people who presumne ignorantly te criticize the
T. 0. D. E. en show the sanie volume of gratuîtous and
55l]f-denying ervice, for the sake of upbuilding our
na5tional life, and wiil loosen their purse-strings and
Put thieir dollars ia our ceffers without the inducement
of bridge, dancýe, -bail or what not, then, and not titi
thmen, will thýey have earned! the righit to Mit in judg.
MXent upon what the Order anid its branches may or1515Y not dIo."

The Question ait Issue
EVIDENTLY the wrîter of this letter considers

that the paragraphs on the subI ect of "The
Gane and the Order," which appeared on March
15th, were inscribed by an arcb-enemy of the Order,
wbo was "attacking" the organization. On the
O2ntrar 1 am an enthusiastic admirer of the
taugh ters of the Empire and have a firm belief

hhtwat they have accompiished in the past will
bc eclipsed by future achievements. If the writer
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However, to insinuate that the press has no right
to express an opinion on such a matter is decidedly
mistaken. The newspapers and weekly publications
of the Dominion are cheerfuily ready, as a rule, to
iend their columns to report the proceedings of
patriotic societies. Such organizations are flot
private enterprises, but public affairs, and conse-
quently are quite legitîmate objects for journalistic
comment, favourable or otherwise. If the Canadian
Club of Toronto (the men's organization) were to
hold a bridge tournanient, in order to raise funds,
I should consider it quite as incongruous with the
standing and aims of the club, as 1 do the action
of certain chapters of the Imperial Order, Daugh-
ters of the Empire. This is a mratter where there
is room for difference of opinion. It is hardly to
be considered, however, as an excuse for an ex-
change of futile personalities. It ils flot even a
question as to whether bridge, as a private diversion,
is commendable or not. The question simply re-
soives itself: Is the Gaine worthy of the Order?

League of the Empire

T HE work of the League of the Empire, whicb
is largely educational, is progressing satisfac-

torily throughout the Dominion. That indefatigable
Englisbwomnan, Mrs. Ord Marshall, who visited
Canada three years ago, is most 'actively connected
with the society's operations, and especially with
the agricultural prospects for young Englishmnen
iný Canada. In Toronto, the League recently gave
a reception in the Convocation Hall oif the Uni-
versity, during the convention of the Ontario Edu-
cational Association, when the "profession" was
given an opportunity to learn more of the social
r'nd educational aims of the Society.

The chairman for Canada is Principal Maurice
Hutton, of University College, the vice-presidents
are Colonel G. T. Denison and Dr. James L. Hughes.
The Leag-ue. in its initial aims of helping the chul-
dren of the Emipire to become acquainitedI with each

other, is doing a good w ork of broadening and
1practicali mperiaiism.

Our Muiti-CoIoured Modes

M ORE and more brilliant grow the hues of
fashion, and 'aIl the colours of the rainbow"

îs a poor phrase to describe the display of nexv
fabrics. As one vîvacious shopper remarked:

"You înay wear purpie charmeuse, veiled in
orange chiffon, trimmed with bows of royal bine
ribbon, and be ail the fashion."

"I like bright colours," admitted another, "but
1 (lon't like startling colour combinations. For in-
stance, the union of purpie and cerise, which is
fashionabie this year, is simply inartistic and
abominable. Then, purpie and coronation blue is
another harrowing combination. Carrot yellow
with pink is another, which fairly screanis at you
in these spring days. Why can't womien be sensible
about these fashions an(l use colours in moderation?
The worst of it is, that a season of dullest drab and
sad browns will succeed ahl this outburst of bright
hues."

Those of us who enjoy bright tints can revel in
the display to our heart's content, while we may
pray to be protected from indulging in a simul-
taneous indulgence in violet, scarlet and sky bIne.
The old ultra-Puritan idea, that there is something
,wicked in the enjoyment of gay colours, dies bard.
The early Puritans did not entertain it, for we know
that Colonel Hutchinson and John Milton appre-
ciated ridi array, wbile the latter's writings, as
Macaulay says, "are a perfect field of the cloth-of-
gold." Surely, the Creator of ail the varied loveli-
ness of grass and flower and sea neyer intended that
bis humain creatures should wrap themselves in
sombre-coloured fabrics and refuse to be glad. As
for "mourning," as it is observed conventionally,
it is an utterly mistaken and depressing fashion,
wbich Hope and Faitb should alike forbid.

ERIN.

(Girl Guides Progressive

A Sfortunate in ber executive assSir Henry is in his gardeners
is Lady Pellatt, chief commissioner
of the Girl Guides' Movement in
Canada, and the movement displays
an astonishing bot-bouse growth.

Among the two hundred and fifty
girl guests of Lady Pellatt lately at
"Casa Loma," were four companies
of girl guides ncw since we wrote of
the movement in December. The
girls behaved beautifully-a girl
guîde's characteristic-the while they
over-ran joyously thue fairy conserva-

____________________________________________tories, paid a visit to the stables, and
sat at tea.

The Hostess, Lady Pellatt (cnte) nd G"op of Official Supporter, The growth of the movemient in
at "Csa Lona."other cities is correspqndingly rapid.

Nor is thie deveIopment one of ntim-
bers only. For instance, on March
2Gth, in Toronto, girls of coinpanies
two, three and four were publicly
awarded proficiency badges for
laundry work, cooking and househoid
management. Emphatic stress is laid
on domnestic work by thue officers, and
girl guides are conspicuously «homie
girls.'

The movemrent, hy means of its
Couricillors. is inter-related with ail
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Sorne of the uuemts--,rwo iiunfcreci ana eifty i An
Entertained
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