
CANADIAN COURIER.

The Vaudevillains' Latest
OutrageISEE that some hlgli.pawer human dynamo pro.

ýiosesî ta run a vaudeville theatre on Atlantic
"Ilners." 1 hope that the "braln-storm" experts
will get i, and Incarcerate hlm ln a padded

cell, before lie has another paroxyam. It would
be jlâst like corne of these nîmble dollar-chasers who
cannot bear ta see an 1dle man wlth an 1dle dollar
burning a hale lu hie packet, wlthout wanting ta "1get
next" wlth a method of coaxing out that dollar, to
opoil one of the last refuges from the maddiening
rush of modemn life whIch la yet left ta distracted
rnankind. To-day physîiana recommend an oceanvoyage as a form o! compuleory rest. It meets thecase o! the man who wlll not and cannot rest when
It is possible for him to be worklng or worrylng, and
who does not lke the canned dinners and crampedbods whlch go wlth "1roughlng It" In the woods. ThisIndîvIdual can be put aboard a eteamahlp whlch pro-poses to go out to sea and stay there for a week.

BUT I have long suepected that they would findB oemen o! bringlng New YorkorLnn
a whole week-even If It wae a matter of lfe andcleath for hlm ta get a peaceful holiday. For sometime, the rush has bpen encroadhing on thîs aolîtary
oasis. The shorteulng of the passage lias moant anencroaéhment-tiough one we could liardly expecthurried mankind to forae. We muet remember thatthe majority «t people who use Atlantic ",lners", arenot weary saule aeoking "a reet cure," but genulnely

active, commercial courlere bent on dolng 'business.They would cross the &tlantlc ln a nîglit If it couldbe managed. And it is stili possible for the wearyseul to find a slow slip whicli will give hlma ten days'holiday between the two coaste.

jWIRELESS TELEGRAPH"' lias not done asNY mudli ta dlsturb the peace of the emptyAtlantic as I feared It would. When theytold me that they lssued daily newepapers on board,I dreaded the worst. But experience soon reassured
me. The daily paper on shlp-board le not an alarmlng
thing. It seldom lias any news lu L I do not knowwho edits the despatches ta the "wlreleae" contingent
spread over the wandering ocean; but, whoever liele, I hope that lie may live long to perform hIe duties.
Ho lias exactly eeized the desire of the averagetraveller. He dosa net pester hlm wlth the happen-
ings whIich would excite hie lnterest if he were, on
land; -and -yet the passenger feels that If anythlng
astoundlng did occur-sucli as an earthquake lu To-
ront-it would lnfalllbly get a sentence lu the
"«wîreless."

I3 UT a vaudeville performance! Ye gode! One
of the benefits held out for It, le that It wll
cupersede the regular *"ehip's concert." You

miglit as well tell the old travoller that they pro-
poaedl to do away wlth the crude system. o! counting
tîme by "«belle" on shlp-board; and that no longer
would the welrd aound o! the bell-atrokes corne out
of the fog whlch aurrounda the foremast, and thon
the hoarse cry of the sallor-"Eight belle! And all's
well !" The "ship's concert" la seldom a work of art.
Yau do not feel that you have lost anythlng If you

decide to stay out on decli that niglit. There ls noth-
ing compelllng about it, save is purpose. But lt lits
In perfectly with the slowed-down mental condition
of the "rest-curer." It le just about the sort of
mental pabulum lie can take wlthout disturbing hie
somnolence. There ls a chalrman's speech by a chair-
man who lias bad the speech in use for thIrty years;
and Its two jokes and Its closing bit of sentiment and
ilts opening Lit of pollteness, are stili In porfectly
good condition. Two lady passengers, who cannot
sing, oblige with a couple of "solos," nothing
modern, but dellglitfully reminlecent.

P OSSIBLY a littIe girl gives a recitation. But If
the wind le higli, yon may not hear It. Probably,
another lady passenger and a gentleman pas-

senger assassinate a duet. Their conception of a
duet le ta give each duetiiat a chance. They do not
sing tagether and sO drown each other'a volces.
But the gentleman courtoously sings a note just afterthe lady; and you get tliem botli. Posslbly not the
same note, but an approximaýtion. It la usually along duet; and you get a nice rest. And no one cares
wliether It ever cames ta and end or not; for who
le ln a hurry ta do anythlng? We are only walting
untIl It de time ta go to bed. But, after the duet,
arrivesa a momber of the crew who can sing, two
comtc songe-London music hall spuge-songe whlchare comtc If You Possess the Londoners' sense ofhumour. Re does them. rather well, belng ln prac-
tice; for he does them, twlce oach voyage, once inthe second-class and once in the saloon concert.

w 7Hy w1ll net the niad people who are drlvingVYon this world wlth whip anid spur leave ue
corne moments In which ta know that we areaîlve? The old daye of lelsure, when we could aitand learn what the aky looks like as the breeze car-ries the clouds acrose It, and what the slow creali

of a cart ln the lane sounds like, and how long a haîf-hour can be, are wholly dead-1trampled beneaththe mob'e million feet." We muet have a new ex-cîtement every minute. Vaudeville la a sample o! IL.Vaudeville ls an atroclty anywhere. But ou" slip-
board! The goda forefend.
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THE ANCIENT PLAY PRESENTED AT OTTAWA YEARLY AND ENTITLED " PASSING THEI ESTIMATES"


