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The Obvious in War
"lin atrategy of the two great armles which

bave been confronting each other from Bel-
foet to Beliufli bas been, reinarkably

fllougb, exactly what military writex s bave
»1redicted. Each of tbe belligerent forces bave

Il the olbvious and expected course. There 'have
n~o dramnatjc surprises-no Napoleonic disregard
adltlOnal tactics-no bold strokes cutting across
antlcipated plans of campaign. It bas been
Y8 Understood tbat the Germans, ln case of war
Prance and Russia, would first endeavour to
F raa0 e, and tben turn about to face the slower

,ial advance; and tbat is exactly wbat tbey bave
.It *bas been furtber understood that tbey

d ay0id a frontal attack upon tbe Impregnable
festlOns of tbe' French along their frontier from
&i'tennes to Blelfort, but woulçl execute a great

'rIanOvemnt througb BelgÏÎ* and faîl upon
eG1nParatively unfortîfied Franco-Belgian fron-
and that, again, la exactly wbat tbey bave done.

ith'. Otiier band, It bas been uaderstood tbat the
lardinal princIple of tbe French defence, after
'lakilag sure of their Uine from Verdun to tbe
Sb0unldary, would be to avold at ail bazards

fatal blunlder a! permittiag themselves ta be
ind laafotber Metz or Sedan; and that is
'..'at tbey bave done. Arm-cbalr crltics bave'i*euidto grumble because the Allied hunesbIack 20 rePeatedly and witb sO little reported
~'Why dldn't they stick?-we asked. A few

"i1ftnieln Soutb Afrîca would get on a ridge
hOld back an army. Wby dldn't our armies,

hi telr matcbless artillery and numberless
'l uls hold, tbeir elaiborate fortifications?

th flawer ta tbis question Is simple. The Ger-
,, ersiSted by grace of theïr numericalIloiy iityn ta get around beblnd ýthem;

thyfell back ta avold a trap. Tbey could bave
Wdad'OnI more' glory. But tbey werie flot

be Wlin glOrY-tbey were trylng ta win tbe war.
elback and kept their armies Intact. TbeY

11r.sacrificed tbemselves and their chances ta
Y tha11 bas the German navy.

9 eliasuccesses bave been won in the good
f&sbiOn 'by gettIng tbe most men at the

by reto Contact. They bave been able ta do
Ili Of two tbings-firet, the more rapid
h an Of thoîr wbole forces has given tbe= a

na Iumerical superîorîty on the field than
'feeever showa on paper; and, secondly, their

eteystelu la a mllltary systexu, and can be exu-
r, 1 ass their troops just where tbey need

,Dalbave been surprlsed that the scoutlag a! the
lt6 f the Allies bas nlot been better-that las,
Ger Ot kept us better Inforrned as ta wbere

r tl"s were cancentratlng their men. Pas-
nh' he dOne better than we bave known1.
'ty the llies sImply couild nlot bring up the

re a6t the German tbrusts. But, la any case,
1teaemY bave won, t!hey bave won by Over-
I1gattack. The sbootlng of aur professional

ersI epoted. to bave been better; and it
hl'ebeen. The artillery o!ý the French la
'tsad' botter. But It Is still possible for two
thae teO'e ta wIu. Ia battle.

rafle, old-fashioned4%ct Io what we
1caleulatlng on ta wln the war. We
G Russians ta finally arrive la front
*Berlin with two or tbree ta one ln
&s 1 write, tbey bave made great
flecoseary campaign for the drlvIng

strianl forces on tbefr Gall-clan flank.
Musflt dispose of this Austrian menace
Of communication ibefore tbey oaa
ln force lnto Posca and 'etrîke at

Of fortifications on thbe Oder. Tboy
iatrch into a trap than tbe French and
tord te allow themselvos tai ho driven
If they hurrlod forward ýthrough tbelr
angle" for the purpose of strlklng an
3erln, and left the wbolo Austriafi
lnk In Galela and a Prussian armY

rfi flaal ln East Prussia, tbey would
k~ of sufferlng an Immense and crash-

rseelng thoir lnvading aries sur-
ont the rear from their supplies, and

compelled to surrender. That would be a Russian
Sedan.

C LEARLY, the Western Allies must exercise
~patience. Tbey must suifer and be stroag untIl

the Russian Blucber arrives. The smashIng
power of tbe German army bas nlot been over-
estimated. Those wbo told Britain that she was
imperilling ber priceless Empire by faillng ta follow
the sinIster example of ber Continental neigbbours
and provide an adequate ariny, have been abundantly
justied by events. We bold tbe sea. Our navy is
supreme. There Is nlot even any talk about eitber
an invasion or a raid upon Britisb sbores. Yet we
are in a position of grave peril-as I write-because
the armies of France and Britain are being driven
slowly back before tbe German Car ef Juggernaut.
If Britain had bad one million trained men to launcb
into the fray, there would have been a far different
story to tell-indeed, It is, very doubtful whetber
Germany would bave ventured upon war at ail. No
one bates the very Idea of conscription more tban
1 do; but wbere is the difference ln suifering betweea
preparing a million men before war breaks out, and
flinging tihe same number-b5if-prepared-flto tbe
horrible maelstrom after war bas commen'ced. Tbe
latter is wbat we are dolng. We will easily send
a million If we must. But tbey will be less effective
-more of tbemn will probably ho, kllled-and tbey
cannot now prevent the war by their very readiness,
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as they miglit conceiva;bly have done had tbey eoa-
stituted an army-inbelng two months ago.

W R is a tragic inÉberitance from the past. In a
civilized continent like Europe, It Is a vermi-
form appendix, constantly inflamed. That is,

it is a social organ, whlch may have bad its uses
once, but which Is only potent for miscblef now.
But it would be qulte'as sans for a mian to pretend
that he had no "appendlx," and refuse to get it re-
moved wben Al clamoured most painfully for that
operation, as for a nation to pretend that an imminent
danger of war did nlot exlst because war la "so
illogical."

THIE MONOCLE MAN.

Aid from Australia
Who, like Canada, is Ready and Eager

to lLelp the Mother Country

A USTRALIA Is now a close second ta Canada in
sending aid to England. She Is sending 20,000
men to the front. This, as ln Canada, will be

followed by other contingents. Australia bas some-
what the advantage of this country In wbat la prac-
tically a system of conscription involving the wbole
male population capable of bearing arma. Junior
cadets from twelve to fourteen train nlnety hours a
year; seniors from 14 to 18 must put ln four days,
twelve haif days and 24 aigbt drills a year; citizen
soldiers from 18 to 25 must put ia 16 wbole day drills,
of wblcb elgbt are in camps of continuous training.
A final corps from 25 ta 26 makes up the reserve,
behind wbicb again Is the large corps of rifle clubs
supported by the Government. On this basis Aus-
tralia bas a larger percentage of mçn more or less
trained to bear arma than Canada, which ha& nlot
yet corne anywbere near the conscription system.


