
THE NEW RURAL MAIL BOX FOR INDIVIDUAL USE
NEngland, where the fringeNf one city's suburbs touches.
the fringe of the suburlis of
its neighbour, and where
most of the villages straggle
along at least fifty per cent.
of the main highways, rural
delivery of mail matter îs
flot a pressing problem. In
America where distances are
great, w'here villages are tenmiles apart and cities a hundred miles from each

other, the problem is important. Thle United States
macde an experiment and lias> gone deeper and deeper
into postal extension. It began in 1897 with only

Honi. Rodolphe I,emieux,
Postmaster-General.

le to-day it lias 40,000 lines on which
ýr postal matter to the agricultural or
on. The following table shows the
;service, which now costs over thirty
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for most of it, because politicians are continually
encouraging 'human greed. Politicians know people
have passions and they encourage their development.
'No doubt the $,300 was too small, but no one will
doubt that $900 is too higli. But "the, goverfiment
is ricli, why shouldn't it pay ?" And with elections
in sight, it does pay. This is one o f the prices'
whîch democracy charges for its greater benefits,

Canada lias started in on rural mail delivery.
Thle Conservative politicians have been agitating for
it and taunting the Governmè'n -tfor notbeing enter-
prising and considerate of thé dweller' 11n rural dis-
tricts. The Government were steâdily thougli quietly
investigating the subject. , They were:, preparing
schemes and plans and estimates and possibilities.
Apparently it suited their ideas to keeji the Con-
servative Opposition agitati 'ng and talking until it
would lie thoroughly pledged to this eitension of
public service. Then when the plans are aIl ready,the Postmaster-General announces that Canada willinaugurate a new system of rural mail delivery. The
plans are brouglit clown, aIl perfected. The officiais
commence to talk an-d it is seen that they know aIl
about costs and routes and'-,ate of establishments
and a score of other details. >And the Postmaster-
General gets the credit.

The Hon. Mr. Lemieux lias received xpuch crédit
for reforrms during lis short period in office. The
Britisli-Canadian magazine post, the new inter-
national regulations which prevent "duimping" by
United States publications which are not news-
papers, the lower postal rates for Canadian pubi-
lishers, and a considérable ext nion of the house-delivery system-all stand ini îÎl aeMno
these reforma are due to his i»redecessûr 'in office
and 'to the able assistants in hia depai-tpiept-Dr.
Coulter, the deputy, Mr. Ross, chief iInspeolior, and
others. That Mr. Lemieux shoula have e1ççIuraged
these officiaIs is to his own credit ecclu>ively. Hie
lias apparently bade them go on with the work abiout
which they have been dreaming and planning. The
liead of a great department sudh as the p)ostýoffice
can but indicate what has general desires may be-
lie rest must be left to the permanent officiais. No
doulit Mr. Lemieux lias said: "I am in favour o>f
'ural delîvery, if it can be arranged econoniically. r
Shiow me an economical plan and I shall approve
t." Fils offic.ials did so and the order went forth. a
Dan1ada is to have rural delivery.

The plan is a shrewd one. Every fariner who ti
ets the service must assist. Hie la made a partner. o
[Ie must purdhase the box and erect it. It is lia c.

boxes are like and how simple, mechanical devices
are used to signify the presence'or absence of mail.
The courier is not required to leave bis horse or
vehicle. He carnies a 'book inlis hand and draws
the box toward him. He can do this, remove 'andinsert mail,- in about one-haif minute. This isimportant because it will .minimise the extra service
for whidh the government must pay. One hundred
boxes on a twenty-five mile route can be examined
in lesas than'an hour. An additional hour on atwenty-five mile trip ahould not greatly increase theyearly cost -of the courier service. If 'higher 1class
conniera are required on account of the moreresponsible work dlemanded of theni, this will be a
more serious item ofexpense.

Mr. George Rosa,
Chief Post Office SuPerintendent.

Just how the rural postmastens will be affected
emiains to be seen. They must send their mail ont
ristead of having it called for. They must route it
s it is routed under a delivery system. This may
ncrease their worc in most distributing offices and
hus increase the coat to the Government. Other
ificea mhich are not distributing centres mnay be
[osed or have Vieir pay lessened. *just how this will
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