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Thé. Conversion of Van.
BY Elliott FloWer.

T CERTAINLY was be saddled on a confirmed bachelor liv-I an . extraord;nary ing at a club. It was an entirely nemw
thing that a young order of things; it meant that hie, who
girl sbôuld be left neyer had had ta think of any oùêé but
to the guardianship himself, would now have td give firgg
of Van. Not that tbought to another, and' that other of a
Van would'flot be sex that he neyer had understood..
faithful te the trust, Van did flot minimize the revolutian-
as hie understcod ary and distressing effect 4f this new
it, but any one conditionl of affairs,, but.neither did he

should have known that -he would flot heitàte. In the mornfing hie Îreeived a
understand tbe girL For Van was a ptelegraml announcinq, the death of his
confirmed bachelor. 1 almost said anî former friend and 'înforniing him that-
old bachelor, but hie would resent 'that.1 the girl had been left to hF, cire, and
Stili, he was on the far side of forty, by afternoon hie was on bis wvay to take
and a man who has lived that long with- charge of bis ward. He found ber a
out feminine companionsbip is not likely quiet, unsopbisticated cliild of twelve.
to understand feminine needs, or to She' bhad lived- a1âné with bier father
give very mucb time ta trying to under since ber motber's deatb some years be-
stand tbem; he bas evolved bis own fore, and bier father bad been a'mining
metbod of life, wbich be does flot- like expeýrt whose business necesÉitated fre-
to have disturbed. quent cbangeqsçof residence. So she bad

Imagine yourself, for the moment, a formed noue of tbose friendsbîps that
nman of about forty-five, "wbo bas- hved are so mucb. to a girl of that age; sbe
for twenty years at clubs and botels, was alone, absolutely alone. Perbaps
having only your own comfort and ber plight bad sometbing to do witb
idiosyncrasies tô think of and many at- it,.arousing bis ýsympatby, but Van had
tendants to belp you tbink of those! become really fond of bier by the tinie
Your habits, bave become fixed, and they reacbed home.

your hobbies are niany; you get in a "«Sbe's a niigbty nice littie girl," h.
rut, and anytbing that jars you out of said, "but wbat in thunder am I gaiflg
thaf rut interferes with your enjoyment to do witb ber?"
of life. Imagine yourself, heing iu this There are n-any tbings wbicb we likw
rut, suddenly confronted with the duty of wbich we do flot care to bave per-
of acting as guardian for a youing girl,! sonal charge.
Then you will have some conception of Van's first move was to change bis
Van's predicament.' residence f rom the club to a botel,

The girl'5 father had been Van's where be could provide suitable accoml-
friend in the earlier days, but tbey bad modations for ber. But a hotel was noa
seen littie or nothing of each *other for place for a young girl; neither did a
inany years. Possibly the fatiier did boardingbouse appeal to hlm as just
not understand the situation; possibly the tbing, and a bouse was quite 'oùt of
Van -was the only person to whom he the question. In this emrergency, it be-
could .entrust the girl, she being left ab- ing summier, he decided to take a vacfr
solutely 'alone in the world when be 1tion,.just t give him time to tbink the
died. At any rate, lie left ber wbat -lit- mater over, and he and tbe girl went
tie property be had and namned Van as t o the seasbore. Neither enjoyed the
sole execnitot, trustee, guardian.-every- tnrp. Van was burdened by bis respon-
thing. And he- also left a pathetic note sibility, and tbe ginl found bim un.1ti5-,
asking bim to accept the trust fQ)r the ally strict. 1-Ie .'as generous, but hie
sake of old timies. seemed to tbink that a girl coild not do

It neyer occuetrred to Van to attempt anything without being guilty of an im-
to shirk tbe responsihîlity. Whatever of propriety, and she found herself more
crror there nîay have been ini the exe- dreary and lonely tban ever'before. 'He
cution of the trust was of juidgment and meant well, but be was like a man, un-
nevcr of beart. ,Hc dlid n6t even touch accustomed to responsibility, wbo Sud-
the girl's little iffiheritance, but defraved denly finds bîmself in charge of a vast
all lier expenses olnt of bis own pocket, treasure;. the precautions. he took to
iintending' that shie slîcaitd have -.'ll thiat guard ber made ber little more than a
her father had Ireft ber .1îe site niar- prisoner. For hituseîf, be said fraly

rc.Buit the wzrîas1 i s a that sbe was "more trouble than a prize
;.îuýtge 7and e~e n ~s~~blt( to etter pup," and he meant no disrespect
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