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WThere Lies Ou
1Written for The Western Hou

o eANY aree strange lands intoi
which the great war lias nowi
penetrated. But noue of thema
are at ail comparable with
that where lies the allies lateat

frn. Part of it is a terrible region,
,,fit enougli for the punishment of those
Who look upon war and aIl its miserieg
snd horribleness as a trade bringing profit
&ad renown.

Southern Siberia is a pleasant place.
It bas a spring, summer and autumn as
confortable as these of the north mid
dtates of the Uinited States, thougli
winter la almost as severe as Manitoba' .
It la a land of corn, vast herds and im-
Inense minerai wealth. Probably the
notion that aIl SiLeria la a frozen and
deadly country lias arisen la part f rom
accounts of Russians formerly exiled. to
Northeast Siberia, wherg now are the
Most fanatic of the Bolsheviks outside
Kronstadt

It la likely then that the Allies troops
upholing the resolution of the Entente
governmnents to liberate Siberia from the[grasp of Germany and miarule may find
thernselves at one period or another in the
strangeat part of the iahabited globe.
Populated before the revolution but
seantily by Russian settlers, and the
descendants of Cossacks and exiles ban-
ished for life, and by native tribes, it is a
land where the absence of everything
making life decent is supreme. Here
lies a region rightly described as "N ature' s
Grave " where ali l silence and solitude,
perpetualy frozen soil, and incessant
strife to maintain life. A vast graveyard,
too, filled with bones of animais that have

1perished in comparatively recent times
Ithrough cold.

Al Europe could be dumped into it,
Iand yet there would be thousands of
Imiles to spare. Ia shape it is something
I ike a rougli triangle, the point of which
isl found at Behring Straits. The base is
formed by the Lena river, flowing north
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siolrsgraduhey drwat artdesretie leSI

me Monthly by N. Tourneur enCa marshes, t lesh, h
huge forests andtil amidst w'e estie, a

into the Aretie Ocean, the south side innumerable lakes. By-and-bY they cesse w~
is shaped by the curve of the lofty Stanovol altogether, and bogs, 8W51flps, 5tofylY

Mountains, running many hundreds of wastes and morasses stretch away for S

miles, and shutting off Southern Siberia many hundreds of miles toward the di
and Manchuria; and the north side is Arctic Ocean. g
formed by the Arctic Ocean and the These are the dread "tundras," eéther gi

remarkable islands of ice and earth, that mossy or stony anid barren, according to i

in age are the oldest known parts of the their part of the territory, with ow t(

earth. Since the Glacial Period, tens of sweUling hills rising out of them here and a

hundreds of thousands of years ago, they there covered with bushwood and masses 0

have undergone no change according to of brilliant flowers in sulumer timne. It is t

geological research of Russian scientists. then and during the autuinn their solitudem

Here, too, is the coldest place on the a.nd lonelines is unparalleled, for none,u

globe, Verkoyansk, on the Yana river. not even the hardy natives, dare traverse a

Even from May to September at Ver-. them on account of the dense, deep f

koyansk, n6 matter whence the wind may clouda of gnats hovering over the stagnan-ta

blow it ia always close on freezmng. In wastes. It is only possible to crossl

winter the thermometer often fa la to ethese wildernesses in 'winter when they are l

ninety degrees below zero Fahrenheitt frozen hard and covered with snow. f

It is almost impossible to realize tffe Reindeer sledges are used in their southern

awful cold here in midwinter. parts; further north only dogs can be1

The town itscif is a collection of log found to draw the sledges. q Through1

houses standing on the higli banks of a Northeast Siberia the only livrig thinga

lifelesa icy stream, and backed by a dark that cari boldly faoe the awful cold are thef

pine forest stretching on aIl sides save Siberian dog and the bear, the raven and

toward the Arctic for many hundreda of the snow-owl, and man.
miles. So intense sometimes is the So great is the intensity of frost that

winter cold that the inhabitatnts breath through tens of thousands of square maites1
with difficulty ini the open air. The rein- the ground is pcrpetually frozen, and

ideer seek the depths of the foreat, and are toward the Arctic Ocean solid ice appeara

often found frozen dea4 ia herds. The under the Boit, and riscs higher and 7îgher

trunks of the trees split'open with sharp a h e aapoce.i aua h
report like gun fire owing to the in- capital of the territory, where the Boise-

tenaity of the f rost. Your host in these viks have comritted horrible exces"e,
regions of Northeast Siberia has to lif t where, too, the troops of freedom may

y ou out of your sledge, and help you to have to force their way, no wells cari be
dach your frozen beard fromY your dug, for the sout beneath the City neyer

f urs and mufflers when you arrive at his thaws. Towards the Arutie the snow

house. But everything in the "strangest does not melt tilt the miiddle of Julie,

land" is remote, unlikely, curious-and and many of herier ;ae overted wit
i terrible. ice again by the beginningofete er

Behind the tanovoi Mountains Yet throughout this desolate region the

stretches Southern Siberia. It is watered Yakoutas, the Tchoutkchas and tho

f by rivera that do the work of railroads, Chukehees roain with theWr doga and their

has richly wooded mountaîns and valleys, reindeer, their tenta and 1'uts, and in tle

iwith lvast green plains, cultivated fields aquthern parts with We à of horses. In

3asf t meadows, cheerful towns, with al the forest parts, alorg, the banks of the

ithe usual vegetables in abundance, and an sulent flowing rivera many Russiati settîcrs,

Belguim Needs Your
1 MORE THAN EVER!l

,onviets and others, have made their
mes. So from the Anubra to Behing
traits, f rom the icy shores of the Arctic
ýo Mount Aldana in the Stanovoi Ran ge,
nd one of the sovereigI mountaine of the
world, from the farthest town hi the
Id m-orld, N iji-Kolinisk, on the Frozen
Sea, 'where ia a day of fifty-two of our
Iay and anight that lv#tathirty-eight,
goods are brought to Yakutsk for the

Ireat annual fair there. They. consit
[nostly of furs and fish, seal skins and
teeth and mamlmotà i vory. AU these
are sold to the traders who give la return
corn and flour, tea, sugar and trong
obacco, Chinese sill and cottcna and
wadding for winter enioncFe
utensils, glass, gunsp nd ried
and aIl variety o0atilees, including dri
fruit and vegetbles for the far-ofi settlers
ad the flk of Niji-Kom
And this moat strange land doca not

lie so ver y far aa.It ila eparated
from the North Amrcan continent by
not one hunIred miles of sea acros
Behring Straits. So, if, and when the
American and Canadian troope may find
theinselvea there, they are not go far
from their home country after ail.

A Boston street car has the front sigri
reading "Dorchester," and the aide aignu,
"'Ashinont and Milton."

"Does th is car go to Dorchester?"
"'Yes, lady;, get rigbt on."
"Are you sure it does?"
"'Yes, lady; get right on"
"But it says 'Aohmont atnd Milton' on

the ide."
"lWe ain't going sideways, lady. Get

right on."

EyeaWe,
Mt a"

ý lu à1p Ta...

b Help

As Homes are Freed from'Gras p of
Germ ans New Horrors Revealed.

Belguim ! Belguimn! Belguim ! the papers are full of

-heart-rendering news-itemns fromn Belguimn. Delirious with joy at

being rescued fromn the hellish tyranny of the Germnans, yet the

poor Belgians are in large measure in the last stages of want.

Every cent you can send to themn NOW will help ta feed a

famnished patroit or clothe one whose meagre rags will neyer keep.
Éb out this winter's çold.

Raise Your Fund and Send Lt In!
Perhaps you cannot spare as much as you would wish, but

go around amnong your friends, plead Belguimn's cause. collect al

you can in every possible way, and turn it in QUICKLY to your

local Commiùttee or to Headquarters.
1 Picture these hungry and strieken people, of whomn the Master

said, "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these.. .

This is an imperative cal1 for HELP!

lYake cheques payable and send contributions to

5e14ain Relief Frunda Wýe(Rej*stered under the War Charities Act)

A. GAUZER and R. T. RILET
Joint Treasurers, 293 Gar7 St., Wirinipeg

IO

q~ ~iê I

Il


