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Once upon a time a very brilliant
mlan was discussing with me one of
Mrs. Humphrey Ward's novels, and in
the course of conversation he re-
mnarked: "A good woman, my dear
young lady, can make more misery in
a home than anyf other. sort of a
woman."

I remember I was very much
sbocked by this remark of my literary
cynic, but during the years that have
intervened since tben I have found
a certain amount of truth underlying
his flippant and apparentiy unjust as-
sertion. My cynical cotnpanion -was
a man of the world, who had read
much and seen more. He was, how-
ever, a man of wbat people vaguely
describe as baving had "unfortunate
domestic relations-," and it was a
reasonable conjecture that bie enter-
tained a somrewhat jaundiced view of
the doenestic side of life, and tbat his
judgnient of women and homes was
by no means a reliable standard.

Acquaintance at close range witb
"ýaIl sorts and conditions» of women,
as well as girls,' however, graduaily
brou.ght me to this conclusion; that
had my friend of the caustic tongue
said, "a certain kind of good woman,
my dear young lady, can make more
misery in a home tban any other
kind," lhe would bave becn flot very
far f rom the truth. This modification
would have covered that class of
womnen of whom the "girl with a mis-
sioni." is the promise and forerunnef.

The kind mentioned represelits
the hard-good womnen," who have es-
tablished a sort of Ethical Bureau,
wherein moral, social and domestic
delinquincies must be su'bmitted to
their censorship and judgment. It is
this type of woman who constitutes
hierseif a sort of family providence,
whose special functions are the
punishing and remitting of sins. How
often one hears one of these self-
selected dispensers of fate decree that
certain members of!lher famîly or social
Fset whomn she regards with disapproval,
'.ought to suifer and be made to
suifer," for suclS and such sins of
omi1ssion and coinîissidii. Exteilt-
ating circumst.ances are coldly dis-
missed at hier door and in ber dwelling
the pleas of temperamental weakness
and inherited tendencies find no crack
or crevice in which to lodge.

The "hard-good" woman, bas set a
ligh mark for berself as well as for
otîers. She is rigid in the perform,
ance of what she considers ber duty,
she is inexorable in bier judgmnent of
lier neighbors who faîl short of doing
what she decides is theirs. For bier,
there is no Middle ground between
wxhat she calîs good and evil, but she
ins' sts upon classifying eacha, not onlY
for herself but for everybody else.

Two dignified, prosperous-looking,
middle-aged gentlewomen were talking
together ini the waiting roomn of the
Back Bay Station the other day.and
fragments of their conversation floated
above the roar of the out-goilg andin-
coming trains below staîrs.

"How are Jack and Mary getting
ý)n?" inquired one of the other.

"They are baving a ery bard time,
hear" was the rely "Mary knew

lie had notbing, wben she married
hi-n, so she bas no right to complain."

"But Jack's indolent, you know, and
the whole burden bas fallen on bier.
'Iie had really supported the whole
mnenage with bier designs and illustra-
ions. She is exceedingly clever. they
say, and willing to do more than bier
shFare'"

The lines o! the first speaker's face
(leepened as she said: "ýThat May he
vc rv true. but she is very fooish and
t is (Mite right that she should suifer
fi( hier fnlly. She ba,; 'made lber be<1

and mugt lie upon it" and the speak-
er settled the bow under her chin with
resolute fingers.

"Have you seen the baby?" inquired
the questioner who evidently had a
secret appreciation of "Mary's" diffi-
culties. "No," was the slow but in-
cisive reply. "I told tbem in the be-
ginninq what I thought. 0f course,
I consider jack is behaving.badly but
Mary should have been wiser. kZZ.
people have no riglit to burden them-
selves with children, and if they do,
they should flot expect friends uand
relatives to sbare their burdens. Il
should feel that I were doing wron if
I were to allow myscîf to do anything
that might encourage such rashiiess
as theirs. Besides, the suffering and
hardship will be good training."

"Next train ipr Dedham," shouted
the railroad officiai, in a stentorian
voice and the matrons gathered up
their sbawls and bags and made their
way toward the lift.

"e;Twenty years ago" I said to mX-
sf reflectively,1 "tht3 woman was a

girl witb a mission, I'd bet a five-
dollar gold piece on that-if I had
one!1"

It may seem a far cry between the.
girl with the mission (or rather the.
girl who tells you she bas one), and
"the hard-good woman," but the links
from one to the other are not di£-

the other women Mi the world have - niu
donce before," answtred Alicia; ahe. tia.t cou
smiled calmily as thé apokiL and the ,wrk-
expression of supreme and ui'tùllrtub. ý'P witii
able self-assurance remlndéd aM. ficiiea
curiousiy of a stniling Buddha I had oac
lately seen in a japanese Art store A
down town. "She realises, Mabel, as andtle
I do," continved the. >ouIif4 YtIIt thé.gel
the. individall must be ocà,
th sgd of the ase a01.iao twfr
noble to let trivial personal dio
interfere with the fulfilment of ih-î
appointed work in lU." » ~ ~

'Appointcd, yes, but appointed by m
wbom ', questioned Mabe, who ap- CMI
peared to have imubibed new .courage e
wth ber Oolong tea.

"Wby, y natural tastes, my if'suclha tbey are my desire to b
use in the worlc, ml sirtual aspir.
ations--what, the. bahop cuns My
natural equipmnenti for7auch worhk -
CaWIt you uttdmrtandd Mabuuî À '01ii.-M
that I arn not qute fike othèr girls of #au i
because I bave 4 mission!" ap to l

"Yes, but tiiere aretse maaay tiito do at home," objected M tOfl..»V
course it would b. uice- te travel »md m6ê inti
sec foreign lande and al that, but t ,
China is so far off and last, think- wW w
an awful time Helen Stone bÎà-''oùlt
there. Besides, tiie people otit tàioeiê
don't want you, yiou know."

"If I allowed such ignoble considera- sos
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cuit to trace. Tht first link in tht chain
connecting the two is the "ont idea"
link, and the last is the "crystallized
self esteem," link.

These thougbts were floating arotsnd
in my head as I sauntered into a near-
by restaurant and ordered my modeat
mid-day meal.

1 was counting the squares of
maple sugar built up in pigmy pyra-
mids on dinner plates set in the show-
case ýwindow, when two smartly gown-
cd maidens came an and sat down at
my table.. There was an air o! im-
portance in the way they drew off
th.,eir gloves and set their parasols
a,çzainst their chair backs, that suggested
aifairs of import under consideration.

"Have 3'ou actually made up yoiir
mind to go-, I mean, don't you feel
shaky about it now and then?" asked
my pink-waisted vis-a-vis, a'scarcely
suppressed tone of awe in ber voice.

"No," replied tle girl in the navy
bMue sirt-waist suit. "I have tbonght
the matter over carefully and I feel
that it is my duty to go.",

"Y-e-s, I suppose so," was the
doubtful rejoinder. "But 1 was just
tbinking. Alicia. what will your Aunt
Sophia do without you?ý You know
she's had you since you were a baby
and you are about aIl she bas left in
the world. Won't shie miss you dread-
fullyP'

"Aunt Sophia will do jlst what al

bions, as you mention, to wcigh with
me, I should neither -b. willung uior
fit ta go and teacli those poor heathen
creatures. No, Mabel, you don't
kr.ow wbat it is ta feel that you have
a mission in the. world." And Alicia's
face wore a look of uplifted superior-
ity as she finisbed ber second piece of
chicken pie.

"I- suppose I don't," admitted my
piînk-waïsted neighbor a new unflec-
tion in her voice. --âut it seems ta
nme as if your Aunt Sophia were a sort
of 'mission,'-that is-I can't belp
feeling that she needs y ou more than
those oily, opium-smoking, pg-tailed
p opie on the other side of tb e world.
Im an ot clever and aIl tiat," contin-

ued Mabel, waxîng loquen as ber
courage rose, "and I don't believe
in that 'up-above-the-world-so-hig..'
business, and your Aunt Sophia las a
dear, and I m sorry for ber down ta
the ground-so there!" and she pus'n-
ed ber plate baçk and sipped ber water
as tbough she bad relieved berself cf
a great burden.

AIicia looked at her with pitying
condescension in ber grey eyes.

"That is because you bave net feit
the stir witbin your soul, nor heard
the cali-the resiqtent cry cf thtsufer-
ing wnrldly-"

"No. Imit T've heard your Auint
Sophia crying every time anvbndy
mientions the Mission Board at Chapel

Service for the las it m ]I
Mabel rose up and clc ~
with a flush on lier prety'u
was flot all due to thé t cEgiuO0
the room.

Here was a case just i m
ny theories and my refliùï
was a "girl with a misslbu
wvould certainly, if ahe werte ,o
murred by the Boxers, sweft' 'ýb
of "hard-good wome n an&W~

But there artc a great mnv ui
sorts of girls who fincyty
(perhaps sometunsés really
sorts of missions. ý-The grl Wbo
you she lia$ a missiosn, ane

out of en thé,W.1el àlu - 'rý
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I'd rather curollofhur'.
out and watch hier Vet bribWi.
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That girl never tô« l
"having a mission" la w1ber W
but ah. was doli igb ýt
tbought of lAserilce, the àwMd
tliat was berp te o .M In a ôa girl acquahiac b
te mninster of ber church

sue consldered her duty in
an unfortunate friend of btly l
the problem. "Oh. dear me," A~
wearaly, "I don't bother about, O
down aleys- to but up PeOPI4 1
are carrying burdens. but- M cp*"%
(-ne cornes d0000,vodhJV
of me, whby cf course 1,a* til
frer a Mif. Tbat'salal the. philoeI
know about it. And that w» ut
cr'ou gh.
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