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The Act of Parliament (59 Geo. III, cap. 38),
already mentioned, subjects to forfeiture any foreign
vessel which is found fishing, or having fished, or
preparing to fish, within the prohibited limits, and
authorizes the enforcement of this forfeiture by
the like means and in the same Courts as may be
resorted to under any Act of Parliament in the
- case of any offence against the laws relating to
Customs, or the laws of trade and navigation.

The statutory mode of enforeing the law against
Customs’ offences committed in the Colonies will be
found in the Act 16 and 17 Vict., cap. 107, and
particularly in the 2nd, 183rd, 186th, and 223rd
clauses. But as it would probably be held under
this Act that a vessel could only be seized safely by
a naval officer . duly employed for the prevention
of smuggling” (section 223), it will be probably
more convenient for naval officers to take advantage
of the procedure authorized by the 103rd clause of
the Merchant Shipping Act, which is a law relating

o ““trade and navigation.”

Under that clause* (of which a copy is annexed)
any commissioned officer on full pay in the military
or naval service of Her Majesty may seize any ship
subject to forfeiture, and bring her for adjudication
before any Court having Admnalty Jlxxxsdlctlon in
Her Majesty’s dominions. ‘

It will probably be advisable, as a general rule,
that officers of the navy should proceed against
vessels engaged in unlawful fishing under the Act’
of Geo. I1I and the Merchant Shipping Act, which
extend to all the closed waters of British North
‘America, and do not require the officer’s authority
to be fortified by any Colonial commission or
appointment. But more extended powers are con-
ferred by the above-mentioned local Acts of Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick,and Prince Edward lsland, on *

-persons commissioned by the Lieutenant-Governors
of these Colonies, and any officer who is perma-
nently charged with the protection of the fisheries
in the waters of any of these Colonies may find it
useful to obtain such a commission.

1t will invest him with a special authority 1n the
waters of the Colony to which it relates, to bring
into port any foreign vessel which continues within
these waters for twenty-four hours after notice to

* 17 and 18 Vict, c. 104, s. 102. |
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