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* —a man who has done much to advance the interests

tendance of children at School. ?

of ediication in bis native State, and to whom I have
had frequent occasion to refer. Mr. Mann says :—

A very erroneous idea’ prevaxls with us, that this en-
forcement of school attendamce~ ls««the prerogative of

" < despotism alone. I believé it is' ‘generally supposed

here, that such compulsion is not merely incompati-
ble with, but impossible in, a free and elective go-

" vernment. This is a great error. With the excep-
_ tion of Austria, (including Bohemia,) and Prussia, -
" almost all the other States of Germany have now

constitutional Governments. ~Many of them have an
Upper and Lower House of Assembly, like our

Senate, and House of Representatives. Whoever,

will attend the Parliament of Saxony, for instanee,
will witness as great freedom of debate as in any
country in the world'; and no law can be passed but
by a majority of the Representatlves chosen by the
people themiselves. In the first School 1 visited, in
Saxony, a lesson ¢ On Government’, in which all the
great privileges secured to the Saxon people by their
Constitution were enumerated; and both Teacher
' and pupils contrasted their present free condition with
‘that of some.other countries, as well as with that of
their- own- ancestors, in a spirit of congratulation and
triumph. The elective franchise in this and in several
of the ather States of Germany, is more generally en~
joyed, ‘that is, the restrictions upon it are less-than in
some of the States of our owr Union: And yet in
Saxony, years after the existence of this Congtitution;
and when no law could be passed without the dssent
of the .people’s Representatives, in_Parliament; as-

sembled, a general. code of School laws was enacted, -

rigorously. enforcmg, by fines and penalties, the at-
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