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l)uild their nests in the mouths of the overturned

and rusty cannon, are all evidence of the lon<;

rei^n of an unbroken peace. K>^tn pcrix'tuif—so

may it ever be.

A few words in conclusi(jn as to the construc-

tion of this story of the war. The historical

statements here given have been carefully veri-

tied by the consultation of the best published

authorities, and by personal researches on the

scene of the conflict, and fre(|uent conversations

with survivinjij actors in the stirring events

which then took place. In portraying the

minor characters, tilling up details and reported

conversations, some license had to be given the

imagination. In this connection I may adopt

the language of the distinguished philosopher,

Isaac Taylor, author of "Aids to Faith," with

reference to a somewhat similar work of im-

agination of his own :
" Let me say, and I say it

in candour—that if, in a dramatic sense, I report

conversations uttered longer ago than the battle

of Waterloo, it is the dramatic import only of

such conversations I vouch for, not the ipsi.^^sima

rerht; and likewise as to the descriptions I

give. I must be understood to describe things in

an artistic sense, not as if I were giving evidence

in a court of justice."

And now my task is ended. Much of this

simple story has been written hastily, amid the


