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The Future of the Western Youth
He WiIl -Need the Varied Emplogment of thec Factory

By H. D. SCULLY

EMANING. a ling fr temiselvs and their
famnilies is a big cnouigh problem to) engage
mo1st parents nxlost tof Ilhe timev. Making
both ends niect is the eternal quiestion thle

'world over, particularly in Caniada, a youniig counil-
try, wvhere livings are provided for fewý by inherit-
ýi1nc. Butt t1icrc are o)ther proble.nis the parent bias
to wrestle with, not the leaist of wihis that of
bis sons', anld, in nlot a, fcw cases, his daughiters*
lifi work. XVbat is thc boyv best fittedl for? Wa
fil]l1 offers; the best rer? ow s;hall hie secuire
~a good opening? hseare the ever present ques-

iosthat face thle fathvrs of boys almiost f rqnni
thecir inilncy. If the boy dipiy o special apti-
tudeIs Ulic probilemll is ilost perplexinig, nlot to Say dlis-
trcssinig. Whelre hie iniiciates capabilities In a Cer
tain direction, wvhile it is always easy to find an
'Openling, thle location of a positin inMhe thec
boy will have ample opportunity to dIo imiiself and
bIis parents juistice is by nlo mcans easy. WVhere
the fliclds oii employmient aire limited it' i,, almiost
impossible to give 'the youtb of the country thle
opportuinities which they bave a right to expeet.

That -,as the condition that prevailed in Canada
thirt "v or more years ago. Thosoe were the day.s
o)f large familles. AIl the boys could n9t find a
living on father's farm. The boy with artistic
tendcncies, a mnechanical bient of mind, or wvho
showed capabilities in sonie line of industrial
activity had littie or no opportunity of developing.
'On the other side (if the border a youing nation
was just beginning to pulsate with industrial hie.
Varied and congenial emiployment \vas offered in
every field of enterprise. Canadian boys who did
not care to follow the plow beard the siren cal
ýof their ]Ife work and crossed the bounidary uine
to the number of 1,000,000. Only during the past
twenty years has this exoduis diminisbed, thanks
io the symimetrical developuient of the country, to
the establishmient of diversified industries, in a
-word to the fact that Canada's trade policy led to
uniformn progress in agriculture, manufacturing,
lnining and in every formi of national activity.

Sleepy country towns became thriving industrial
~centres. The boy from the farn wbo was skilful
with tools and was attracted by the hum of
-machinery went to the neigbbouring town and
found steady wvork at good wages making stoves
,or plowýs for bis father. If he had special ability
and ordinary commnif sense he became owner of
-the business and is now mnaking stoves and plovws
for bis cousins in the Great West. The compara-
-tive isolation'of life on the farm gave way to
friendly intercourse with the people of the town.
*The excbange of ideas witb his fellow workmen.
-wîth thoc citi-exis of the town in other vocations, andi

in turui with the farmners who camne in to, seli the
town, its, fond supply proved mnutually beneficial.
'l'le poweurfulI attraction of the big United States
factory wssuperseded by the steady work, good
wages and hecalthy surrouindings of the growing
Canadian factory. Th'le problemi of a son's life
wýork, no matter what bis talents, disposition and
aîmiis, could bc solved at home. He did not need
to seite it iii the United States and assist in the
ii)bulilding of duit grecat nation. There xas work
for imii to do at borne and be did it. Such bas been
UIle, eomn of the Home Market in the older
parts of Canada during the last generation.

JUTnow we face a niew set of conditions in
Wecstern Canada. iln many respects they are

flot unilike those that prevailed in older Canada forty
years ago. Grain growing is the paramouint in-
dustry iii the West to-day, and tbanks to a bene-
ficien ,t Providence, given proper methods of tillage,
it will always occupy first place. The manufac-
tuirinig industry is onÏy in its infancy in the West
als yet. Store-keeping and railroading ate the two
gre'at sources of employinent for young men in the
W'est apart from farming. What are the sons of

Aust

the present farmers in the West going to do for a
living when they grow up? As yet the West has
hardly been settled long enougli to produce a fuill
generation of children, but when it does what are
they ail going to do? Many, no, doubt, if free
homesteads are available when they reach their
Inajority, wîll folluw in father's footsteps and go
on the farm.

But what of the others? What of the young man
whose taste lies in designing? Where will he Eind
an outiet for his talents in bis own part of the
country? And what of the ernbryo cabinet mnakers,
machinists, electricians, chemnists and other indus-
trial workers wbo will develop in the West in the
near future? Must we send themn abroad to Aind
work suited to their capabilities? And what of the
daughters of tbe West? Are they all going to stay
ait home? Their Ontario cousins are busy earning
good wages, making the Westerners' underwear,
carpets, confectionery, clothes and other necessities.
Shaîl the Western girl be denied the saine oppor-
tunities for ber energy and skill?

And what of the Western towns? Are they to
remain as they are, shopping and distributing cen-
tres in most cases with no producing industries?
Many have reached their limit as to population and
business as such. They must develop the factory
or mark time. Will the Western fariner be satis-
fied year in and year ont with the samie litle
business centres with their limited opportunities for
social intercourse and pleasures?

A Sthe life of the West centres more and more
in farming, the problem of providing varied

employment for those who live there will beccome
intensified. Already in the towns in winter months
there is somretimes a dearth of employmnent. Gener-
ally speaking there is littie mixed farmoing. Few
cattle are kept on most farms and as a result dairy-
ing and meat production are hardly holding their
own. This form of farming provides employment
the year round. Not so wheat and oat culture.

As the children of the present settiers of the
West grow into mnanhood and womanhood, the
problem, of finding suitable employment for them
will supersede ail of the big problems which we hear
s0 much about to-day, unless developmnent in other
ues of activity begins at once. The factory with

its abundant openings for the skilled artisan, for
the offi ce man or woman, the salesmnan and the
organizing or executive genius cannot be built in
a day. Already there is a place in the West for
the busy workshop, and within the next decade it
will become essential to well-balanced progress ini
the West.

Specialization is ahl very well in its place, but
specialization in Western farming bas gone far
enough if we want to keep in Canada ail the youung
people who wish to specialize in soute other field.
Fortunately the factory chimney is already shoot-
ing up in the West. It is flot very tali or very
wide as yet, but it is growing. Mixed farming,
which our agricuiltural experts are unanimous in
prescribing for wheat specialization in the West,
will hasten its developmrent. Mixed f armn-
ing demands a market for its 'varied and often
perishable products at its very door. The factory
provides such a market. Its employees, building
and owning their own homes, raise good, heaithy,
average-sized families. Their children must be~ fe&
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