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BENEATH THE WAVE.

This interesting story is now procecding in
large instalments through our columus, and the
interest of the plot deepens with every munber.
It should be remembered that we have gone
to the expense of purchasing the sole copyright
of this fize work for Canada, and we trust that
our readers will show their appreciation of this
fact by renewing their subseriptions and urging
their fricnds to open subscriptions with the
News,

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS,

Montreal, Saturday, Feb. 22, 1879.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

On Friday afterncon, the 14th inst.,
amid unwonted pomp and ceremonial,
His Excellency the Governor-General de-
livered the Speech from the Throne o the
assembled Parliament. That Speech will
be found -in another column, and we have
published it entire, not only hecause of its
intrinsic importance, but becavse it is the
tirst official document of the kind which
has emanated from the pen of the Marquis
of Lorne. It will be remarked that, as to
form, the speech i1s above the usual stan-
dard of such productions, leading to the
inference that itis due to the practiced pen
of the neble Tord himself, and not the
creation of any of his Ministers. The
substance is grave and copions. - We have
no paticnce with the party hacks and
serivenets who attempt to pick flaws in a
State paper, erowded with suggestions and
promizes, and foreshadowing an eluborate
scheme of ¢ommereial and financial re-
generation. It 3z trne that the reference
to the tariff and its readjustment is not
specifie; but general s still, the broad an-
nouncement is there, and a pladge laid
down which no Ministry could dare to
trifle with. The revenue must be increased
to 1meet a deficit of nearly seven” millions;
accuamulated within the last four years,
and that fact alone would necessitate a
thorough overhauling of our customs and
other duties. Dut, beyond this, there is
4 need for protection to all our nascent
pative industries, and this the Speech
from the Throne distinctly: promises to
carry cut.  We confess that we were not
prepared for the assumption of Life Tosur-
ance by the Government, but. the surprise
is an agreeable one and a progressive step,
which we are certain will meet with genc-
ral: approval.  The success: of the-DPost
Office Savings' Bank system appears to
warrant that the trial of a similar scheme
with regard to the insurance of lives would
be equally: well received. . The economic
principle involved- in  the plan i3 the
retention - in - Canada of  hundreds of
thousands of dollars ‘which yearly flow

inte the coflers of foreign insurance. com-

panies, and, in our present circumstances,
it i» wise to keep Canadian capital in
Cinddian  hands. . With regard to the
Weighte and Measures Act, a- great re-
formition s needed, and we- are glad to
see tliat it s propused by the Government ;
but befpre any . thorough - refonn is at-
terapred, wo would suggest the propriciy
of enguiring whether the adoption of the
“Metrical Systemn would not be the best at
the present woment. The Metrieal System
ig practically  received by every civilized
nation-except England and her colonies,
In’ the United States, the scheme. is o
popmlar that we may - expect its adoption

within the next deeade; and,. if we are
right in our surmise, it would  becowo im-
perative for Canada to follow the sume
conrse.  We are somewhat concerned -to
tind that nothing is said in favour of
foreign immigmtion. At a time when
social upheavals on the Continentand the
wide-spread labour erisis in Fngland is
throwing thousands upon their Jast re-
sources, and when such men as Lord Derby
not only suggest, but recommend o general
emigration as the only cure for the evil,
we think Canada might take some steps
to secure for herself a portion of the out-

flow. The single State of Kuansas an-
nounces -an increase of one hundred

thousand in asingle year, and the Western
States show a proportionate increment.
The question naturally arizes, why should
Canada not reap a small portion of this
source of strength and wealth 1 Altogether,
the Speech from the Throne reads like an
earnest, business-like document, which
will give the present Government and Par-
liament plenty to do. and which, with the
support of the press and the people, is
almost sure to result in substantial con-
structive rdvantagzes to the whole country.

THE WHITE CHEST.

In our issue of the 15th instant there
appeared a short story under the title of
this article. A respected correspondent
from Brockville writes to say that he has
reason to know that the stery s, in part
at least, quite true. That the “ white
chest " really existed. anmd was under a
glass case upon a reof. he ean affirm with
all positiveness, for, during his stay i
London In 1875, he repeatedly saw it
The house upen which it was perched was
on Uxbridge road-—the west-end continu-
atien of Oxford street—and was nearly
opposite one of the gates opening thereon
from Hyde Park. The tradition respecting
it agrees substauntially with the one given
by the author of the tale.  That it really
contained a “remaing,” or was finally
“eremnted,” is more than our correspond-
ent can say. - He believes that the will—
or a legal copy of it—can bLe seen by ap-
plying to the. proper authoritics and-
paving the necessary fees.  Why the hetr
should have hit upon. such a wanner of
keeping his relative above ground, wuuld
seent the oddest part of the whole atfair.
He must have been an inventor, of un-
usual resources. One would think that
hiz safest plan would have been to have
had the old gentleman cremated in the
first instance, und then 1o have deposited
the ashes in 4 funeral urn upion the mantel-
piece, where he could ‘have -cast his eye
apon it “* when he felt so dispodzed.”

The story, as our: correspondent heard
it, rung thus —The lemal heir had done
something displeasing to his aged relative,
who added a codicil to his testament with
the ““above ground ™ stipulation, intending
therebhy to make the young man the author
of hiz own ruin.  For, as is known, it is
customary to read the will wsfer the
funeral, when, of course, it would hive
trauspired that the property had passed
to the reverzionary heirs. Dy zome
means or other the heir intendant dis-
covered- the  true - state of affiirs,  and
when his aged relative departed for the
happy hunting-grounds, he . had  him
boxed up under vath by a carpenter, as.
sisted by legal forms  and aflidavits- in-
numerable; so-that fthere shonld be no
mistake,  The other branch of the funily,
indignany at being -thus cozzened; songht
an opportunity of carrving off and bury-
ing “the chest, with its contents. The
possessor, however, recognizing that glor-
tons  fact, that a’ Briton’s “house is_his
castle, put the box on top the castle wall
and* defied the enemy,  That he wus
finally conguereld by fire s not impro-
bable, yet that would hardly invalidate his
elaim to the property, for instead of the
old gentleman going. under gronnd,  we

think our readers will agree that in- that

case he would be very much gone up..

Tre diagram of thé'IIouse-éf Commons
which we publish to-day, along with the

names of the mombers- corresponding to
their seats, will be found both interesting
and usefu! for reference. - We are indebted
for the diagram to our excellent contem-
porary, the Ottawa Ciffzen,

We have made armangements - with
speeial correspondent who: will send us
letters from. Ottawa during the session,
giving the points of information of chief
interest vach week.  The first of his letters
appears to-day. ’

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.
{FroM otk BPECIAL CoREESFONDENT,)
Uttawa, Felv, 15th, 1870,

For the firsttime, yesterday, the Royal Stand-
ard of Fuglywl floated in the breeze from the
tlag.pole of the great tower of the Parliament
Buildings ; and, atubout ten minutes to three,
the Princess Louise drove up in acovered sleigh
with a stugle pair of horses, escorted by the new
company of dragoons, who nude @ veslly imposing
show with their brilliant riding and new, shin-
iy, white elmets. Ten minutes later, precisely
at thies o'eleek, the Governor-General came up
in an open sleigh drawn by fonr hogses,  The
Princess enteved by the Senators' door, the banid
playing the Natioual Anthem, the militia offi-
cors, i their uniforms, nmking a cordon on the
stops through which she passed. The Governor.
General eutered by the door under the great
tower, the band agaiu plaving the National An-
them, while the artillery booted out a royal
salute.  Hix Fxeelleney and Her Royval Highness
took their seats o the new ehairs of state placed
ot the newly crected throne, and the mivmbers
of the House of Commons were summoned in
aceordunce with the ancient enstone 1 and they,
as natinl, tumbled in pell well; tothe Barof tie
when His Exeellency delivered  the
Speech fram the Throve in Feench aud in
Fuglish. 1t was remarked that he utterel the
French with very snarked pority of prouuncis-
tion.

Probalily there was never befors in Ottawa so
much destre o witness the opening of Parlia-
ment, and get a glance st the Puneess on lier
frst state appearanee among ws, The Hmited
nutsber of Gekets for the Hoor wers soon ex-
hansted, among those to whom of right, er, at
teast, of estabiished custon, thiey should be sent
and o pressure or Diilaence soull extend thay
hmited numbar of places!. But the tickets for
the gallery were more fresly given ont. Te-pe
pease the clamonr for them, many more tickets
were given ut than the galleries vould contain.
Long before the appointed hour ot three o'olock,
in fact hefare noon, the crowd began to stream
towards the Repate Chamber, Al the ealleries
were denody packed shertly after nooan, the
people, ladies and genitlemen, sitting and stanl-
tngas they best eoulids tnadense Jun, to wait for
three meriad bours for the opening, and tliose
who went b ene o'clock. were tnable to et tn.
The large corrblors also beearne packed so that
egress Was e Xswedingly ditheult, in fnet, ahest
impossitle, for those who had stmply got thus
fur and tound furthvy progress hopeless, . There
were adro innmenss crowds Cont<ide, . notwith.
stinnding the day was tatterly ecobd, His Fxenls
tenoy, as he drove up in his open sleigh, Swas
very snthusinstivally checred.,” He acknawlbadged
whis catnplinent by uncovering biv head us he
prssetl throug the erowd, despite the sharpmisy
of thefrost. Inthe crush of the galleries sne
wonn was notiemd o fmint, and <he could
netther Lo removid nor couldshe full dewn, and
so badl tosremmaiy for the spave of abont balt-an.
hour in this apparently inanimate state,

Aund thusamad a great crowd gathered from
many parts of Canada, amiddemonsteations of
loyal enthasiosm, with . military dizplay, the
voice of musie, and the rear of cainon, alter
mithful vhservanue of the anctent forme, this
fourth Parlinment of Canada was opienéd by the
Marquis ol Lorne, in the presenice of the dueoghter
af the Oneen. :

The Speech from the Throne you will have
reveived by delegraph before these lues are
written, and it is, therefors, unnecessary. for e
to make any recapitulation of its contents. But
I may remank that it refers Lo topies of vast ime
portanee for the fatare of this eonntry, and it is
not exage yation to say, of ‘modern civilization
el 1o will be iy duty moere particularly to
reforto somne of them as the session wlvances,
The sprech, of vonrse, yon will priot, and all
purties: will seun. its annotucements at  this
eritieal dine, : : :

Oni the diy of assembling, ax everybody who
i nware o Canadian politicel cevents kuew
wonld be the ense, Die. Blanchet, the Membar
for Levis, was elected Speaker by an unanimous
vote,  Jle was propos-d by SirJobin A, Macdon.
ald in a few wellchosen words, setting forth his
claims and. his services. Mr. Tilley: seeonilvd
the nomination,” Bat veither he nor: Sir John
made any vefereiice to-the old practice, before
Confederntion, " of choosing.  alteriate. spoukers
from - the Freneh amd English sections of Parlias
ment, D thivk, however, it ix plain” that [y,
Blanchet was elected because: of the  jressure of
those reasons which: first caused - this rule to ‘be
established, " S IR EEH

Senute,

Mr. Mackenzie, from his point of view, made
a-rathér happy attempt to eatelr Sir John in an
inconsistency, in that he, Sir John, had con-
tended, “in 1873, that it was noet advisable
to pass - over the claims. of Mr. Coekburn, the
previous Speaker, who had performed his duties
with impartinlity and to the satistaction of both
sides 'of the House, and that it was better to fol-
low the English practive of continuing the same
speaker. Mr. Mackenzie therefore thought that
Sir Johnshould Liave proposed MriAnglin instead
of Dr. Bianchet, butit is plain that even aecord-
ing to Mr. Markeuzic the strictly logieal course,
by the rule he mentioned, was to reappeint Mr,
Cockburn, . Mr. Mackenzie disd, however,, say
that Dr. Blanchet wonld makea Speaker in every
way satisfuctory to his side of the Honse, apart

from the considerations he had mentioned.

There was another political event on Thursday
welth notice, viz,: a great Xate Dinner given
by the Governor-Ceneral and the Princess Louisy,
at Rideau Hall, As many ns 90 invitations were
sent, incholing Governors of Provinees, Privy
Councillors, Judges of the Supreme Court, Chief
Justices, Healds of the Uil Sepvive, &e. Thix
was followed by an “C A0 Hone " at which were
present a lerge nnmber of badies aud genttemen,

In the evening of the opeuing, i he con.
tinued  this  evening, the Mapjuis and the
Prinevss held a Drswing Beom, and 1 tiink
there hus never been before a more brilliant
display of beavty and of idies” dresies, and of
civil nusd mititary uniferes, of high othieiad
persons, in the Cazzlingly lghted snd magui-
fivent Senate Chamber of Canwtu. The Princess
Louise, to whotm all eves were turned,
deessed inc sbinplde Bhek, reluved ondy by oz
cotonit of Williants an her heawd, aned un orua.
went of the samweon hier breast,  The Iadies, her
atterslants, who steod behind her, were als,
simply atdred in black, with very litthe orna-
ment,  And pothing eould be mere grocteus
and simple than ler bearing. Hix Exeelleney
was dressed i the very quofusely ornaniented
Windsoruniforin of the fisst vlaxs, - The contre
of the Hloor of the Senate Chanber aer
cupied by the military otficers jn attendanes

Wit

Was

i thedr aniforms, awd the Aades and Majar
e Winten stasd in a0 fide an the el of the
badios amd gentlomsn whn ;u!,,,hz;u;hu.] thie

throne, ou whieh His FExeelency aned the rin-
cessrtoad, and mode the presentations,
presented bnmedintely passed ot futo
corridor, and amany went ta the gullery
obtain w view of the bath brithant and mag-
nificent spectdele below Heet of which
was nmivtel enhaneed by ther Teiing noe crowd-
ing on the Hoor ;s the Semetors witls their wives
and danghters, Prive Couneillors, Lienutenant.
Geovernors, Jwdges of the Supreme Cours, and
other sotable persons, alets pemsaniuge alter
preseaiation, Andasto the dreecesol the Tadies
i attendanes, what wards can wive o deserip-
ot of them T They were simpdy bewildering !
Both the helies of Ottawa and those whe bl ”
eonee fron distant parts, fairdy ouolid thean-
sebves for this gramd gtbering There was
infinite varicty of colwrs sl vterialsc And
1] were o Y allownd ot word of eriticism,
the ereor was father onothe w<ide wf dw}i}!_’.{ H
muct. . But all grnped together made readlv n
Beseubiful spectartey whivh those whd sew will
ot st dorger, e further wopd 1 pay say
for infrirvgtion of the badies, The drosses were
net cottined to bow gerks, Al 3 ie e faet,
whispercd that the austoms whi-lothe Dafferins
estabiicdond, bath as pezard dress anal invitations,
and Rinds of entertainments, are 10 ba fallowed.
The Gavernment have pusied. an Order in
Conneil enntinting (he eontiaet with the Drtishe
Ameriean Bank Note Company for o further
periesd of Buve yewrws” 1tis perftiy aidbostond
that this Canceding Compsoy have performed the
responsible work eordided to thean fur some viars
past o the satisfiction of botl the Gaveeninent
amd the banks, o Voe Company 2te known to
have tnvested Targs capital i thie vory speecinl
spterprise, amd, we undesstand, havio an estal-
Bishment with faailities capibl of 5 g donble
the amibmat of work to be done in the sty
It svems, therddore, thin the Gaverinnsnt have
aeted wisely and cousistentivin thus maintaining

Thesse
the

A

the

thes National  Poliey platforns by supparting

justitntions alrvdy establishied invhe eanuteys

e
QUR ILLUSTRATIONS,

Srven Discovesy Neas Oroaws, - While
reports from strounding towns sl villages
speak- invariably of general business x}n;m’r&iizn,
the Jittde isolated Ceomuinnity: of Carp, uwear
Ottawi, is enjoying aretuen of that prosperity
which left it tong winee, and which the oldest
inhabitants huve Loen waont o speak of with re-
grete . The prosperity alinded o above has its
origin in the discosery of i o xtoagisive. depusiy
of mlver, nu tne farme of Me. Hewey Mooney,
nhant awile hom sl village. The toanner in
which he fist beenme anure of Uhe prisence of
silver om his farm i somewhat ‘singnfar, I
seetas thnt two of “his danghiters last stnwer
colleetad a numuer of specimens of bewntitul
white stone, with whivh . they ilecorated o what.
not in e parfor. “No farther notice was taken

-

of them until last weeky when - Aweriean
gentleman ealled,” and beisg shown™ inta the

parlor, was surpriged at seeing o many speci meis

‘of what he unhesitatingly pronauneed: 1o b

composed.of at:least, 75 per eont: of ‘silver,  Ou
leaving soon after, he seeured a Tusp weighing
abont a ponnd, and submitted it 0. 4 praction
apalyst o in Ottawn.  The tesnlt of “this test

proved it to he keaveely dpial ta the expestations.
of thore interested, but fully 45 per crut. of wili:




