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number of children of the school age who wero neither at school
nor at work than in any previous returns. (IHear.) It was taken for
granted that the secalar system precluded the religious training of
the pupils, but he chatlenged any hon. member to name any secu'ar
sehool of which this assestion could truly be made. The present
educationai machinery was a mongrel system of State inmerierence
and voluntary subscription.  They weie told they must not be in a
harry, but he thought that the friends of education had shown con-
siderable patience. In the colony of Canada, schoals of vecent estab-
lishment had been scattered over the country, in which the use of
Seripture wa. voluntary, and it was now the boast of the Canadians
that Education in that country wag more extensive than in sume of
the American States that were foremost in the possession of a
system of education. (Hear, hear.) He knew of no one to whom
the friends of education were more indebted than to the right hon,
gentleman (Sir J. Pakington) who had brought this subject forward
to night (cheers)—whose Bill, introduced two or three years ago,
was one of the most acceptable ever produced, and who had
distinguished himself by his atendance at varons societies with
the view of enlightening the public on this subject. (Cheers.) The
tight hon. gentleman had proposed this commission, not te recom-
mend his own theoties or to endorse hus own opmions, but to
investigate the whole subject with calinness, to say what was being
done, what was wanting, and what means would be best adapted
to supply those wants (cheers.)

Mr. Adderley thought they asked what it was which hindered the
sproad of education among the poorer classes ? Why it was that
their employers did not appreciate education.  If public money had
been given 1o the employers, to induce them to cucourage educa-
tion, then all that the right hon. gemleman desired would have
fullowed. If employers conld be got todemand educated fabourers,
then tho grave difficulty in the way of the spread of education
would be got rid of.

Mr. Cowper, vice-president of the committee of education, thought
the great hindrance to the spread of education appeared to be, not
in the deficiency of educational supply, but in the unwillmaness of
persons 10 make use of it; and he thonght, therefore, that an
inquiry into the habits, the circamstances, and the characters of the
children of the working ciasses, and in‘o the causes which prevent-
ed them from using to the full those advantages which were
provider! for them, “would be most useful. He would ask what
was meant by the present system of education? It ieant that old
system of clementary instructton which had been founded by the
wisdom of our forefathers, wiuch had sprung out of the opinions,
habits, and feelings of the Enghish people, which had received a
vigorous impulse in the present century from our various religions
denominations, and which had attained its newest development
from the minutes of council instituted by lord John Rnssell—a sys-
tem based on the long-established principle that an elementary
school for the children of the poorer classes sas a necessary part of
the machinery of a parish or of 2 religious ¢ agregation, combined
with the further principle which had more recently gained ground—
that it was the duty of the State to provide the means of educating
those childeen in all that would be useful to them in ordinary life,
and of teaching them ther duty alike to Goa and man. (Hear, hear.)
That system had many defects.  Yn some respects it was inferior to
the continental systems. But there could be little foubt thm it was
better suited to the Eunglish people than the German systen ; that
it was in faet, asvel¥ suited to the Englizh people asthe German
system was to the German people. (Hear, hear. At presem the
tights of English parents were so sc.upulously respected that they
were allowed not only to choose the school to which they would
send their children, but to refuse, if they pleased, to send them
auywhere.  He did not believe, therefore, that there would be any
utility in the comniissioners mquiring nto the question whether
there should be a power given, as in Germauy, to compel parents
w send their children to school.  The proposed inquiry was to be
directed to the question whether the present system was sulficient
for its object. "That might be construed 1o mean, whether the Par-
liamentary yrants distributed under the minutes of counci) had at-
tained theirobject  Now, the first set ol nunates stated that the
grants were intended to promote the general improvement of educa-
tton—first, by improving the buildings ; second, by mising the
standard of the masiers sthird, by tie cmployment of pupil teachers;
and fourthy by the improvement of the books. Investigation mto
those poi.ts could hardly now be required. The regulations under
which the arants were applied, secured that for every shulling given
Irom the public purse 23, must be subscribed by voluntary agency.
Those who complained of the red-tapeism and ngidness with which
the giants were distributed should vemember that a relaxation of the
condstions would weaken the stimulus now afforded to private €x-

ertions. The grants were not designed to supersede thoso private
exertions, but to supplement and to encourage them, as well as to
obtain a marked improvement in the quality of the teacling. The
two great hindrances to the general spread of eduvation wero the
early age at which the children now left the schools and the irre.
eularity of their atlendance—cvils attnbutable to the indifterouce
of their parents. These impediments existed not in this country
only, but in Frauce, where, the attendance not being compulsory,
there were 350,000 children who did not go t¢ school at all, and'a
vast number who went only two or three %]ays a week, or for only
half the year. So urgent and permanent were the demands for
children’s labour that he despaired of seeing any measure adopted
that would induce the working classes to T{eep their children at
school long enough to acquire 2 complete education.  Attention
ought not 10 be oo much concentrated on the primary schools. It
wonld be sad to think that the beginning and end of the education
of the children of the working clsses must take place in those
sthonls, A foundation only could be lad there. ‘The children of
the poor would never be properly instructed until the schools were
wdapted to their circumstances, It was while these young persons
were earning their daily bread that they could hope to enable them
to follow up the consnencement they had made in the elementary
schools. Happily, m various paits ol the country great efforts were
being made to establish evening schools, and the Privy Council had
not neglected that important subject.  They now gave gratuities to
teachers employed only in the evening, and who did not adopt
education generally as a profession. They had also been extending
grants for giving aid to sehoolmasters who devoted themselves to
the visiting of night schools and other seminaries connected with
mechanes? institutions and similar orsanizations., There was not, in
his opinion, a nobler field for the exertions of benevolent and philan-
throphic individualsat the present tune than that in which they could
render services as volunteers in opemng schools for advlt persons.
(Hear.) They had in the metropolis some remarkable instances of the
sueeess of schools of that kind, and in those schools in which the
suecess had been greatest it had depended on two conditions—first,
a careful classification of the students, sothat the young shoutd not
e mixed with the old, or the more advanced with the less advanc-
ed 5 and, seeadly, a proper selection of the topics of instruction
which were those that the class of persons frequenting the schools
were the most desirous of being instructed in. In connexton with
King’s College, London, there were some evening schools, and
there the professors left it to the stndents to select the subjects of
instruction for themselves. A class so constituted had been formed,
and it had answered admirably. The subjects most in request
among the students in it had been French, Latin, and others in
which the House would scarcely at first have suppssed the class of
persons in attendance wounld have any great desire to be instructed.
The Working Men’s College, in Loudon, had also met with great
success.  That, indeed, was a meaus of instruction from which he
hoped great things. (Hear, hear.) The Privy Council had not
neglected another point—namely, industriad training both for boys
and girls, which had met with every encouragement. A complamnt
which was frequently made, that girls in schools were not sufii-
ciently taught needlewotk and domestic economy, the Privy Coun-
il had endeavoured to remedy by requinng that every girl before
becoming a pupil teacher should be examined in those branches.
He (Mr. Cowper) found the returns for last year showed that wihile
there was schoolaccommodation for §70,000. the average attandance
did not oveecd 570,000. He believed education owed almostall its
force and support to the religious bodies and to the Government of
the country. ~ The great bulk ol the owners of property and of the
middle classes, he feared, did not appreciate education to the extent
that these persons «lid who were actively employed in carrying iton.
Mr. Henley said he had privately asked his right hon. friend
(Sir J. Pakington) if he would consent to limit his mquiry to the
two great matters wlich most pressed upon the House, about which
all wanted 10 obtain information, and to which all desired to apply
a remedy.  What were those two questions 2 One had been stated
very fairly by the opposite name of ¢ the half-time srscm.” The
larger view of it was to ascertain why children left school at so carly
an_age, and to ecundeavonr to apply the best remedy to the
evil. ~ He (Mr. Henley) would agree to mnquire into that, for it was
a most important subject, and one of great difficuity. The other
point was of still greater consequence. They wll knew—take this
town for example, with its vast population—that an innnense num-
berof children never went to school, and never went to work.
These were the most destitute part of the juvenile population, and
they required the attention of the House in the first instance.  No
inquiry had yet been able to find out the cause of a fact which
everybody knew and everybody lamented. The object of the right



