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INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE SPANISH-
AMERICAN WAR.

By O. A. Howranp, BarrisTER, ToronTo, ONTARIO.

The conflict betweén the United States and Spain, now being
Waged to an effective conclusion, may be more important in its
Incidental than in its direct consequences.

Every great modern war between members of the family of
Dations is productive of effects in several directions. It may lead
to territorial re-adjustments and dispositions, in which others in
the society of nations may be disposea to claim a voice. It adds
New developments to the science and rules of war. It contributes
to the body of precedents which form international law. More
asting and often most important of all, it has reflex effects upon
the internal constitution, character and future history of the nations
Concerned.

The causes of the disturbances in Cuba have been long im-
I)ending; and the existing rebellion is less substantial, I might
53y, less respectable, than others which have occurred in Cuban
Ustory, It did not originate in towns or thickly settled districts.
t had not the principal native Cubans in its ranks. It was not,
like the great rebellion which ended in 1873, substantially a rising
0? _the Cuban people of European descent. There is much proba-

ity that it was largely recruited from the negro labourers thrown
Out of work by depression on the sugar estates. Organized under the
Tespectable name of rebels, they were not disappointed in their
Ope of obtaining support from foreign sympathizers.

Spanish corruption is probably the true cause of the intoler-
ble prolongation of the process of suppressing this never really
'ormidable insurrection. The implication of designed negligence,
"nspired by corrupt interest on the part of local authorities, in pro-
ONging the war, is unforturately only too consistent with Spanish




