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SCM3.
A material to which greater attention miglit In

anme instances b. gave. as the wild race, Zizarua
aquaica. Thais aaes an excellent ingreduent an
moups, especially meal Mups At prement it as ob-
tained mom<ly f rom <Le Indians. I< Las f requemuiy
Leen mown in marsiies <o attract witd fowl, also as
an article of food.

THE SONG 0F THE PORCUPINE.

Br P. A- TA't1<NE.

Mr. Macnamara s interesting paper on <Le Porcu-
pane in tLe January. 1918, number of THE.
NA&TuRAIsT. remiaads me of an experience 1 once
Lad witL dmispeacies <Lai may b. of in<ere to <Le
readers of <Le article referred to.

I was padding close alonig <Le shore of Lake
Muskoka laie one bright moonlagLi naghti n early
sprntg. probably May. As I cromsed <Le moutL of
a smail deep> dank bay, 1 heard a moi peculiar
succession of cries comamg front <Le shadows atis
foot. It was luke <Le contirnued ya-ya-ya-yaa-a-a-a
of a young baby and r«se anad fel with proloaged
quenalus quaveringi. Wondermg ai whai could
originale sucli scunds in <Le wocds 1 knew an weIl.
I followed up <Le sounda landed and forced my
way into <Le underbrus an their direction. TLey
seemed <o proceed f rom am <Le top of a large ash
tee marth<e shore. While manoeuvring about

<rying to get <Le newly leafing branches outuined
against <Le Lest illuminateai pans of <Le siy, <Le idea
sudenty muested iself thaï: sucl cries might wel
proceed froua a cub bear. TLe thougl< was dis-
quieting for if <Le moiher found an intruder about
mue magt misndrstand <lac purely scientific designm
of <Le investigation. 1 retreated immediaiety anô
wih haste, and soon Lad a iade Lody of water Le-
tween myseif and possibale danser. flac annd
contiaued for ame lime, lonIger in f ac< <La. 1 cared
Io mmay. and 1 keft without dimcoverangt <Leir onin.

A few days lat,ýr. however. in broad dayligh, <Le
sain cries were Leard just Lack of tLe boum and
ammediae investigation showed tLai tLey proceed
froin a big fat *«porkey"' in a mail1 maple tee, who
was telling <Le whole worM how mournfully happy
aà was in <Le warm spring sun. 1 presume i wus ot
tLe nature of a love monIg and for the attraction or
delectation, of a mate, ai leai anotLer porcupme,
premu"asy a maie, was found in <Le vicinity shouujy
afmer.

1 have neyer Leard <Lis spring anng of tLe Poircu-
pane ince, nor Lave 1 ever met a nortLern woods-
man wbo meend acquained wath à. A superficial

search of mamao ica terature Las failed <o re-
veal dletaald references o, i and 1 <iai. <Lerefore,
it MAY be wovthy of recorda inamee papi.

MAMMAL FOOD 0F THE GREAT-
HORNED CWL

Laie in the afternoon of Deceunher 3lmm. whule
followimg situai tracks in a minait mi, of hudwood
bush. four mies nosth of &m Thomnas. Ontario.
1 ohmrvd a Horned OwI in a maple overlooiting
whai APPearcai f rom externat siges <o, Le tLe wanter
dem of a skunk famaily. The bird was mecured a&d
on plaintlup 1fomndte odor ofsiuak very
promounced.

On opemngn tLe camcus <lirce days later for mcx
detnauatiom, was murprimed <o, fied tLe ligaments

and fat susroua inghe mioaaacb fuit of porcupine
quille. TLey were qui. pliable, midy bleacheai
and appeard to Lave bec. in tLe birdrs body for
mme time. Two pelets of siuak Lait about <li
saze of robims egg were <Le ouly contents in tLe
miornaciL flhe owl appeared in ite of <Le quills
<o Le ini a heaithy coodiiioui.

C. E. JOHNSON.

A CROW POLYGAMIST?
la <Le latter part of May whiale pasmahg datough

the Rideauà woo" mea Ottawa. 1 saw an exception-
alYIy lrg new intuaed about fort7 feet Up in a
white pine <ie, and a ctow circling and cawin<
above i. As 1 climbed the tee <wo more crows Iew
froua <Le nemi wlaich contaaaed e4gh egp4 widaou
dot <wo mets, as four of <Le. La <Le fig*a goud
colouir blotched chiefly o. <Le larger emd& wh&l the
o<Ler four La a darier ground colour, aad were
profumcty btoihed

CLm.u L PA4TcH.

UNUSUAL FOOD 0F THE
CARTER SNAKE.

WLik two fuimd a.d 1 were eanding by Kinga.
ancre Laie on May M< lai, a grec gagter "nae left
<Le shore. swam a few Yard ano <Le laie, ducked
its Lead u"dr <Le water and mia Lack <o shore
witL -a <roui about <tre incises lo n kt aismut
flhe ih was LeId Ly <Le m"~ but on r.admàag <li
shore it wusdropped cmaumaipiece of woodarwj
immedy taie. up agaun by the head an
swallowed. Not more <La <tee or four ugm
Lad elapsed be<wee. <Le dim <Le mai e 1.1 the
shore a&d il was back &gain with o«We Lis in ah
stoIâcli.

JM. MACOuN.
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