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ORITICAL NOTES.

The critical questions conneeted with this psalm
are few, but its exquisite beauty is not cqualed
by any thing found in the religious literatares of the
\\.urlti. The idea that it was composed by David
when a shepherd boy in charge of his father's floeks
is a pure fancy, and has against it the mention of
the * house of Jchovah » in verse 6. The house of
Jehovah is an expression which naturally, in the
pralms, points to post-Davidie times, and the main
figures of ashepherd and a royal host are too eom-
mon te be in themselves any sure sign of particu
lar authorship and date. But on the other hand
there is no sufficient ground for denying the Da-
vidie authorship. The tabernacle which contuined
the ark at Jerusalem (2 Sam. 6. 17) ny well have
been called the * house of Jehovah ™ (comp. 1
Sam, 1. 24; 8. 3), and verses 5 and 6 are eapable of
peculiarly happy explanation, if' the psalm be sup
posed to have been written during Absalom’s re-
bellion, when David was away from Jerusalem and
supplied with provisions in the manncr deseribed
20, So Jehovah prepared a table
y presence of his enemics, Psulins
1l 4, which are generally referred to the smne
asion, breathe the 1e confiding trust in God,

Verse 2. Still waterss Rather, “ Waters of
rest,” or restful waters; allusion to the shady
places by streams of water, where the shephend let
his flock repose during the noontide heat,

3. Restoreth my soul. Not conversion, nor
restoration from a backslidden state ; but ** reviy-
ing,” “refreshing,” and renewal of strength, such
as comes to the wearied flock when resting by the
waters,

4. Valley of the shadow of death,

in 2Sum, 17.
for him in the very

[

Not

deuth itself, or the experience of dying, but stages |
of life so perilous that one is exposed to sudden |

death, The allusion iz to those numerous decp
vulleys, or wadies, in mountainous parts of Pales-
tine, which often abound in eaves and haunts of
wild beasts.  The floek was exposed to great peril
when passing through such a dark ruvine, but the |
bold and fearless shepherd, armed with rod and
stafl, going before his flock, gave a scnse of seeu- ‘
rity und comfort. Compare Duvid’s prowess as a |
defensive shepherd in 1 Sam. 17, 84-36, 2
6. Surely. The word may also be trunslated

“only,” and the meaning be, * nothing bat "
goodness and merey shall follow me. The com-
mon version is, however, preferable. I will dwell,
Read according to its common punctuation in the
Hebrew, this may be translated, * I will return.”
This would imply the poet’s absence from the
house of the Lord, and favors the reference of the |
whole psalm to the time of Absalom’s rebellion, as
observed above. The idea of * dwelling” seems,
however, best to fit the context, and is favored by
the concluding word, forever, or ‘length ofl
days,” as the margin reads.

The Lesson Council.

Question 4. Wherein is the relation beticeea the

| shepherd and his sheep an illustration of that
between the Lord and the disciples ?

| David, the shepherd king, appreciuted the re-
| lutionship between the shepherd and his flock.
[ God’s peculiar dealings with him had given new
| significance to old, familiar thoughts,
shephierd is a fuir type of Christ becaunse ;
relation to the flock ix a very tender one,
i is responsible for their safety and support; as
| Faber teaches, we need have no fear or auxiety so
| Tong as we arc under the Shepherd's care. 3, e
s for each member (Luke 15, 4)5 he knows
the names of all (John 10. 3, 14). 4, Ie goes hefore
them, pre
80 long ¢

lost, 5.

his voice none need be

herd loves his sheep, and
ive his life for them (John
. Lowcks,

|
! As the Palestinian shopherd had the general
| eare of his own flock of sheep; providing food in
all seasons, either from pasturage or green leaves,
tender twigs, and branehes furnished by the trees
of the wilderness; lending out to pastures near
und fur ; guiding over streams and through dun-
gerous ravines, or to 1

s for wuter, repose, re-
freshment, or shelter; cansing those with young to
wove gently rving weary lambs in his

| arms when necessary 3 searching for the wander-
ing, finding and restoring to the flock or fold

’(-nnlrull'm-_' with rod or voice; making choice

allotments to favorites; knowing each, watch-

ing, protecting, and defending with staff from all
cnemics, and even dying, if need be, to save the
sheep from drowning waters, devourd « beasts, or
likewise, the Lord carcs for
his diseiples always. —Ree. €. D, Hilis, D.D.

md ca

3

human robbers, so.

The typical shepherd has proprictorship in his
flock by original purchase, and enlargement by
increase.  The flock of the Good Shepherd is the
purchase of his blood, and the multiplication by
spiritual birth, The faithful shepherd will lose
his life for his sheep.  Christ lay down his life for
his sheep, and would, if necessary lay it down
again in their defense. It is the care of the shep-
herd to make the fold safe. Christ makes his
sheep perfeetly safe in lis fold—nowhere else,
Like a good shepherd he supplies all their wants,
and carries the lambs in his bosom.—.A. .{. Gee,
D.D.

The shepherd was almost cvery thing to his
flock. Of all unimals the sheep is the most de-
fenseless. 1. It was the shepherd’s duty to sce
that the wants of his flock were fully supplicd.
So he made them ** lie down in green pastures,’’
end lod them “ beside the still waters,” This is




