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our setvices, and I had the privilege of administering to them, with the
Yost of my flock, the sacrament of tho Lord's Supj It is impossible
to speak in terms sufficiently high of their devotedness. * The Lord
has dono great things for them, and it ia marvellous in our eyes” If
1 can make mysolf forther useful, pray do not hesitato to writo tomo. I
atn, dear 8lr,

Yours very-truly,
M. Jomy Msrzers,

T'ha8’ forgotten to mention that, on Saturday [ast, they were sum-
foned to the Prefecture, and in the lengthened conversation which the
Prefoct had with them, ho stated, with much emphasis, that they were
indobted to the French Govermnent for their liberntion, Can that
really be so 1

Reugass oF Tar: Maniar Accooxten rox—The facts relating to the
rolbase of tho Mudiai havo been folt to be incomplete, whilo it was un-
Knpwn by whoso intervention that result was effected, and especially
while the English public remained in igaomnce of tho redson for the
French Emperor appearing upon the stage wher tho captives wero li-
berated, and not till then. Weare hiappy to be ablo to supply the required
mformation. Tho Grand Duke of Tuscany had been so importuned from
all quarters aboutthe Madiai, that ho and still more his Governmeant,
wero most anxious to ket rid of thé swbject ; but they did not like to yicld
30 {Lord John Russcil’s monaces: DMeatitrhile, it appears that tho ex-
Duke of Parma, who abdicated some timo sinco in favour of his son, and
who is now out of Jtaly, had been led to feel 2 warm interest about tho
Madiai, togother with & strong sense of tho impolicy, as regards tho
ehurch, of such gross persccutions. I theso feelings his son, the reigri-
ing Duke, was led to participate, and tho week beforo the liberation of
the Madiai, our countryman, Mr. Ward, who is become tho .most, con-
fdential and uscful agont of fris Government, was sent over from Parnia
to Florence on the subject. He found the Court of Florence in the stato
of feeling abovo alluded to, vowing, however, that they could not, and
would not, yield to England. Mr. Ward, with Yorkshire good senso,
suggosted that France should bo induced to mako the request, and that
the concession should then bo made to Franco. This was done. France
did apply ; and to Franco the concession way mado. The only object'of
Tuscany was to got out of an untenable and disgraceful position, with
as little Joss of dignity as possible. There is no love lost in tho mat-
:%5. Our Christianity does not require us to be hoodwinked about

is.

Tuseany is making pretty speeches just now to the Madiai, about their
being at liberty to go to Picdmont. After a long correspondence be-
sween Franco and Tuscany, it has been intimated to the Madiai, that as
they have behaved so well, and sought no ovations, their passport shall
Bo viseed for Picdmont. What pussible right has Tuscany to meddle in
the matter? If the King of Sardinia chooses to rccoive them, what af-
fair is it of any ori¥? It makes us indignant to hear persecutors taking
credit to themsclves for that over which they have no control.  If the
Grand Duko is sincerely anxious to sitéw real consideration to his per-
secuted subjocts, wlid behaved well under unjust treatment, let him li-
berate Guardecei. Ho will be obliged to do it at last ; and it would be
raore politic to do it soon.

8ix. C. E. Earory says, I rejoico to- congratulate our fricnds on the
Jiberation of the Madil. ﬂi'looking’ Back upon all the ovents conncc-
t6d with this result, T cannot but sce the blessing of God visibly resting
on Chritian union. Nothing"but tho combination of belivers of all na-
thons is strong enough to encounter the newly-roused phalanx of universal
Popery. This international union the Evangelical Alliance, and no
other existing institution, has brought into operation. 1 will illustratoe
thisstatement from the Madiai case. ,

The circamstances of their Jiberation appear to have been as little
honourablo to the Tusean Government as their previous detention. They
wete suddently taken out of their respective prisons—ono or both of them
in their prison dress. They were hurried down to Leghorn, and put on
hoard the steamer, whero they met, for the first time, and where they
wero detainoed for twenty-four hours beforo tho vessel sailed. No notifi-
cation was given to our Minister at Florence. He heard, for the first
tmo,. of their liberation® from Mr. M¢Bean, our consul at Leghorn.
Their passport was made out,- and their_places taken, by order of the
Governinent, under ¢ false name ! ‘The Minister of France, in Tuscany,-
M. do Gabriac, if I am not misinformed, went with them from Leghorn
1o Marscilles. They aro now in tho midst of our friends there, who
havo shown them the warmest sympathy.

The'abject of the Tuscan Government seems to have been to prevent
amy publicity of the fact and any wnanifestations of interest. In this they
have failed. By a train of circums*ances which I am not at hberty
-s0 mention, the liberation, the fraud about the vame, the confinement on
Board- tho vessel,. were all known® before-the steamer salled; and the
enly offect upon the public mind will bo to show that the Government is
ashamed of its own deed ; that it knows the feelings of the populatior
2o bein favour of the persecuted- Gospel,-and that itis-afraid'of that
feeling bcinlg‘eexhibited. As for preventing publicity, thé'captives only
asiled from-Leghorn on Wednesday, and on Friday afternoon.Lord John
TRiaseell made his announcement to the Houss of Commons. The ene-
mies of-religious frecdom may rest assured that they can neither hinder
the triumphs of that principle, nor ths notoriety of their own defeata.
“The olectric telegraph, the press, and the liberties of England will, by

God's blessing,.be too much for them:

- where it is regarded as cxpedient.

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD.

T'he Synod of the United Presbyterian Church in Scotland, opencd
its Sessions on May 2nd, in the Synod House, Queen Strect, Edinburgh.

Afier a sermon by the rotiring Moderator, the Rev. Mr. Renton,
Kelso, the Synod proceeded to make choico of a successar, The Rev. J.
S. Taylor, Glasgow ; the Rev. Profesmor M*Michacl, Dunfermline ; and
tha Rev. George Johnson, Edinburgh, were soverally nominated and
seconded. ‘T'he Rov. Dr. Peddie, Edinburgh, was also proposcd, but de-
clined the honour.

"The vote having been taken, the clection fell vpon Mr. Johpson, whe
had 40 votes, Mr. Tayior having 28, and Professor M Michael ZF.

An overturo from tho Preshytety of Glasgow with reference to tho
choosing of the Moderator of Synod, was then taken up. It propose
that the Moderator should be clected at tho Wednesday meeting of the
year previous to that in which ho has to serve.

Dr. SrruTuers, who was heard in support of the overturo, advanced
soveral arguments in_ favour of tho proposed alteration, the priscipal oit
theso being that the Moderator should have time to prepare for the cx-
creise of his important functions.

Dr. M‘Kerrow proposcd that tho present system of clection should ber
continued.

This proposition on a division, was carricd by a very Jarge majority.

Tho Marriage Law came before the court on a protest and appeal by
Mrs Mather, against a deed of the Presbytey of Glasgow, confitning -a
sentence of the Scssion of Cathedral Street Congregation in her casc.
Ix. Strutiiers and Mr. Jefirey represented the Presbytery of Glagaw.
Mrs Mather was not present, but o Fetter mgned by her was read,
stating that, from the cffects of 4 very severo cold, she was unable to
appeat at the bar to attend to her appeal ; but that even although she
had been able to attend, and if her feclings had been so scared that she
could have addressed such a large assemblage of gentlemen 1n support of
fier appeal, she could not be heard, inasmuch as the Scnptures forbade
women-to speak in public. If, however, the court would allow Mr. J.
Mitchell, a member of the United Presbytorian Church, who was atten-
ding the Synod on business of his own, to do s0,2he would fecl grateftl,
and leavo the matter in his hands. i

On_a division, Mr. Mitchell was allowed to apipear on behalf of tho
appellait.  ¥rom - this'statement, and the papers read, it appeared that,
Mrs. Mather, # member of Dr. Lindsay's congregation, in Glasgow, had
married her deceased husband's brother, and that on her applying to the
Xirk-scssion to baptise their child, baptism had been refused, and she
had been cut off from communion with tho church. She alleged, in de-
fence, the irregularity of the scesion’s procecdings, and the fact that no
one triec to convince her that sho was Jiving in sin, or that such a mar-
riago as that which sho had contracted was contrary to the word of God'
~her opinion being that it was-actually sanctioned in the Bible. Her
« yeasons” aleo entceréd’largely into the question of the propricty of mar-
riagés of this description, and maintained that they were in accordance
with the law of Scotland, though contrary to that of England ; stating;-
moreover, that she had no fear of being brought before the High Court
of Justiciary or of the legitimacy of her children.

Dr. LixpsaY was also heard on the case. Ho stated that, as modera-
tor of the session, ho had repeated interviews with Mre. Mather, and
had given her to understand that her marriage was in opposition to the,
principles of the United Presbyterian Church, and in his view opposcd
1o the word of God. He kad'not, however,-heard of the marniage i
some timo after it had taken place. Dr. Lindsay also stated that Mrs.
Mather had always stood high an his cstecem, and that irrespective of this
marriage, ho knew of nothing that could be alleged against her. This
was the reason why some reluctance had been felt to come to an ulti-
mato docision on the casc ; although at the samo time, there was nev
doubt whatever as to what that decision must have been.

Dr. Eabte, said that the Confession of Faith forbade the marriagé dow
in question, and that as that Confession was embodied in the Jaw of
Seotland, the marriage must therefore be in oppesition to the law of this
country. - He then entered nto & learned discussion of the subject, and
concluded by saying that ho did not sce how the kirk-session or Pres~
bytery could have acted otherwise than it had done.

Dr. Bamp then moved that the appeal should be dismissed, and the
judmnent of the Presbytery affirmed, which was unanimously agreed to.

The Court proceeded to take up a report by a commitico on thd better
support of tho Gospel Ministry. This report entered at some length into
the subject referred to the committee,-and concluded by submitting the folv
lowing. resolutions for.-the adoption of the Synod.—1. That as a latge
majority of Presbyteries and Sessions have again reported in favour of 2
minimum stupend of £150, exclusive of a manse, while a considerable
number suggest that £120 should, in the meantine, be named, as morts
casily attainable—the Synod take immediate steps to raise all tHb stipends
of tho church to at least £120, but that £150 be Kept in view as the
minimum stipend ultimately to be realiscd? 2. That, asmany congrega-
tions at present undor £120 -ary quiie able, without extrancous aid, 1o
gve that stipend, and as many above £120, but below £150,-ars equally
able 1b-réaliso the latter sum, the-Synod instruct tho committee that
may be appointed to correspond with these congregations, with the view
of bringing the matter under _their serious consideration; and as opera-
tion through the mediam of deputations has been recommended by some
portions of the Church, tho committecbe empowered to adopt that courso
3. ‘That in order to carry out the



