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and we hope many search lights will be
thrown upon the question during thepresent
year.

President Pickett's Address at
the Stratford Convention.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,-Another year
having passed since we last met in Lindsay,
where, by your unanimous vote, you made
me your president, it now becomes my duty
to give an account of my stewartship.
Since last we met we have had a year dur-
ing wvhich have been some changes and a
year in some ways adverse to bee-keepers.
During the year of 18934>1 the temperature
was high and there were but few changes.
The spring opened somewhat earlier than
usual, the bees coming out strong in num-
bers with but few losses, and the prospect
to my nind seemed better than for many
years. But, alas! we are doomed to dis-
appointment. Bees gathered s «me nectar
from the willow and soft maple after which
they did but little more than live on what
was left of their winter stores. The rain
and cold weather kept themn in till many
colonies had eaten all the stores that were
left froin winter and they died from starva-
tion before they could get nectar to gather.
Those living through were so lessened in
numbers that but little clover honey was
taken and they were not ready to do good
work until the Lynden bloom. and because
of the drought it only remained in bloom a
few days, the season ending with not more
than half a crop and in many places scarcely
enough to winter on. The increase of
colonies in many places was very small.

Then there have been changes in our
ranks. You will doubtless remember that
on the seventh of April last we were called
to mourn the death of our worthy secretary
S. Corneil. How while carrying out his bees
and placing them on their summer stands,
he suddenly expired.

On hearing of his sudden death I hastened
to write a few words of sympathy and con-
dolence to the bereaved family, which ex-
pression was acknowledge by his son. I
shall ask this association to pass a resolu-
tion of sympathy to the bereaved familv,
and should it take a practical shape I shal
be much pleased, as I understand it is much
needed by them.

I am pleased to note that our annual
meetings are improving year by year, in

the number that attend and the interest
manifested, aiso in the desireto know more
about this our chosen pursuit.

I also note a more earnest desire on the
port of members to attract outsiders, by
preparing entertainments seecing in everv
proper way to interest tLem, and advance
the art of bee-culture.

1 take pleasure in asburing you that boih
the Provincial and Dominion Governmeats
are interested in apiculture as shown by
them giving us a Foul Brood law and what
is known as the "Spraying Bill." I have
been informed that the Dominion Parlia.
ment passed the bill known as the "Pure
Honey Bill" which was throvn out of the
Senate. This fact is greatly to be deplored
after spending so much of tie funds of the
association on committees in trying to se.
cure its passage.

As regards the prizes awarded at Chicago
on honey and implements used in the
apiary, I am not aware that thev have
yet reached those who were successful ir
earning them.

The nuinber of affiliated associations '
about the same as last year, with the
prospect of a large increase in numbers if
we had the means to encourage them to
affiliate Beine- short of funds we canno,
offer sufficient inducements to others to
organize these associations.

I hope in the near future the Provincia:
Government through the Minister of Agri-
culture, may see fit to place an amount at
oar disposal sufficient to meet our necess.
ties in this particular.

I also bring before your notice the priza
list of the Toronto Industrial Exhibition.
As it reads at present the judges will have
a task which they cannot perforrm widh
any degree of satisfaction to themselves or
to thosb exhibiting honey or articles a
which it is used.

In referring to the matter of Foul Brool
it is my earnest wish that the work which
the inspector is doing shall be pushed for.
ward until the disease cannot be found any.
where in this province of ours. The insec
for has had a busy year in trying to c e
out the scourge. and had an amount of
success which it is pleasing to note. Man.
who had the disease in their apiaries ia
the early summer are now free froa its
ravages, and we rejoice in the fact that w?
have one who can deal with it so suces-
fully.

In closing allow me to thank you fot
choosing me tu fill the responsible positics
of president. and to assure you that I have
endeavoured carefully to perform the duti
devolving upon me during the past ye
After all the difficulties we have had to


