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- FARMER'S

@orresponence.

[We solicit correspondencz on any subj-ct
ertainings to our auricultural interests, but we
()10 not endorse all that may be sent to us. We
willingly iusert articles that may not agece
wish our opinions, as open and fair discussion
will be beueficial to the country.]

AGRICULTURAL POLITICS.

Sir,—The question, whether an agricultu-
ral journal mav or shenld take ilie defence or
oppete either of the pditcal pariics of the
Province, for or against the Dawinion Parlia-
ient, is quite & different position from having
no poiitical status.  Politics, in the legitinate

ense, is define! as devising and carrying out
measures for the public welfare of a nation or
people. That there is such a branch of peli-
tics as “aurienltural ” existing in Canada, is a
gnestion which will bear u flood of ligit to
mako it apparent.  But every agricnltural
paper shouid advocate a prin. ipi- in the inter-
e:t of those whom it wishes to serve, which,
if carriel ont and applied to the commerce
and truflic of the country, would ‘benefit the
entire community. It is as much the duty of
a paper to devise means and advocate a policy
by which a good market may be obtained for
any product of the soil or farm, as it is to en-
courage the growth of such products. Your
duty, as one who wishes to promote the well-
being and prosperity of the farmers of On-
tario, will be only half done aiter you have en-
couraged the growth of produce and stock.
Where we are to sell is as important a de-
mand as the production itself, fur without sales
the stimulus to produce would cease ; and, on
the profits of production depends the great in-
ducement to cultivate.

It is doubtful if every township in Canada
had a well-srganized agricultural society, and
the best men in them were delegates to the
county societies, these again to form a provin-
cial society, with Editor Weld as President,
that they would raise the value ot pork or
heef half a cent per pound in the Province.
My reasons for doubting the cfficacy of such
an organization in promoting the prosperity of
the agricultural class, ave f2w. bao it will, per-

haps, be as well to have a look at the com-
merce of Outario, and your readers will ail tie
more readily ' e able to appreciate the radical

obstaeles in the way of our progress.
In 186D, we exporcted to Great Dritain. §742,-
636 ; to the United St:tes, $20.210,797. In
1870, we ~xp rted to Grear Betain, §1,216,-
959 ; to the United States, $23 432,410,
Seven yewrs ago there was @ oy “through
the fand, “we will oven np a market for our

prodvce and stock.”  This promise gave a
certain quuetus to the minds of the people,

which the high price, produce and stock main-
fained #tier the war in the United States, had
a tend oy to perpetnate.  The tarifi against
the produce of Ontario. inthe only market it
reaily has, ranges irem 20 {o 40 per cent ; so,
pub this ina practical form : sav, Outario pays
four willion dolhwrs annually for s market ;
the price of exnorl controls the price of cou-
sumption here, which, ' a {air estimate.
would reduce our vatue three miltions more,
Now, what is the Apvocare doing towards
cl-aiing away the crroncors views on this
subject which the propeictor of tha i odos
Farmer has so indn-tronsiv cirenlited fop the
past seven yeus! 3
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establishment of home manufactures in Carn-
ada attract consumers here?  We want con-
sumers to encuurage production !  What does
the Apvocarx say?

M. W. Drown.

Paris, Dec. 0th, 1571.

We willingly insert Mr. B's letter, as we
have ascertained that he is a good farmer
and is neither afraid or ashamed to give his
name and address plainly. We think
some parts of the cominunication mizht
Lear a little more light.  Some very im-
portant questions are raised, wnich we
hope some of our correspondents may take
up and draw Mr. B, alittle further out of
his shell.  'We have for years aske:d of our
present Government that farmers may
have equal rights with the other classes of
the community, but this we have not yet
obtained.  As soon as we gain this point
we will be prepared to treat on other ques-
tions of minor detail, or, perbays, that
gome may consider of more importance.
We only ask that farmers may be able to
join their capital for agricultural purposes,
the same as other classes can ; that agri-
sultural papers and seeds may be scut as
cheaply thirough the post as publisiiers can
send books, or politicians can send politi-
cal papers.  We think that a Goverument
that reiuses such modest requests as these
has no regard for the farmers’ interest ;
when these modest requests are granted,
we will then express our ideas more fuliy
on other subjects. We are trying to
drive the farmers’ wedge into the Legisla-
tive halls, aud we mean to do it or die.

SEEDS.

Sir,—Sowe months since, my friend, Mr.
£. Jeils, mentioned to me that as he had had
occasion to write to you, he had written youan
additional line or two relative to some new
varicties of seed grain I had recently received
from Kngland, and which were then growing
on his farm ; and that you had expressed a

desire to hear the result of their tr 1
have, therefore, much pleasure in forwarding

you a smail sample of each kind by this post,
and I think I may fairly add that, taking the
peculiaritics of the past season into considera-
tion, the crop of each was very salis‘actory.
The wheat kuown in Tngland as the ** April
Wheat,” isa bearded sort, red straw and
grain, and is beyond comparisun, the quickest
growing wheat [ am acquainted with ; in fact,
1ts many good ¢ualities have cansed it to be |
regarded as a steriing spring wheat.,  The ear
grows very long and is thinly set, the bedy
also inclimng to be long. I expect, however,
to see it iu a year or two greatly improved in
colour, as weli as size.  Seed sown 28th April;
crop, 36 bushels per acre.  'I'he barley, * Gol-
den Mellon” is a very choice two-rowed va-
riety, and is the best k'nd grown in England,
being early to harvest and very produciive ;
in fact i6 1s the cnly first-class kind we hav-,
and malts quicker than the “Chevalier,”
won two st prizes and weighed 56 Ths, per
b Lo Nowed 20t \aii erop 36 bushels
per acie, althoneh 1o Lol but a poor chunce,
owing to the thistles,  The peis are not much
te Lok at 5 their merdt, however, is to exceed
M hushels to the acte, and as
care essenllably o fecd-pea, are just as

e for 1King sowilie sortg—
for bushel—wlile YOWL grow from
W to 20 bushels poracre aove. - e hL:i,[i‘g]
for adry scason, ded veiy and wil], T ihs 1k,
eventually ou suitable soils, Lecome o valuan!o
crop, One kind of  wheat—wiite——entircly
fatled. 1 would, howeyyr, estoenvit a faver to
receive a line irem you giving your apdnion, I
remiain. yours traly, J.AL T
Foudhead, Dee. 11th, 1871,

1a

We Lave examined the seeds you for-
warded 5 the beans are equal 1o thoss
ratsed in Fngland,  If they were moived in
ada, send us the paitlendars of yonr
nede of cuitivation. We have the tici
Cean, but they do not answer very well ;
are tiwese diffevent in their growth to the
tick bean ¢ The barley is

and of vood cotonr
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from Cacada thi-tles as e saple sent |
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vl whaeat, aud it
did well tife first year, tu ' the wmidee de-
stroved so el the second year thas be
aoandoned 1is enltivation, It may do well

ADVOCATE.

wheat as it formerly did.
pleased with the peas; we want a change;

mon varieties, but we want feed. If they
vield more bushels per acre they will be a
creat acquisition to the country. T shall
be happy to aid you in disseminating ecach
kind that is.likely to be of value to the
country. If auny of the varietics have
been grown in more places than one in
(Canada oron different soils, T should like
to know; send full particulavs. It T
should disseminate any for you, there must ‘
not he one thistle to be found in the let,
or they will be at once condemned when
they come here, and disposed of to feed-
men,

I am highly l

they will not sell for export like our com-

Sir,—Pardoen my neglect in sending you
my subseription for your paper. Enclosed
find two dollars, one for the present car, and |
one i rthe commyz year.  Continue to be the |
farmers’ friend, and the farmers will e feuud |
to appreciate your services.  Rely upo: ay
straight-forwand course of action.  Be not de-
terrcd by croakers from copying good articles
fro'n Awerican or other papers. If your
croakers were to make theniselves more fam-
iliar with the true American and his agricul-
tural papers, it would have the effect of mov-
ing back his ears and f{lnttening his conceit.
Allow me to report that I have found the Nor-
way Oats to be this year what 1 reported them
last year, viz.:—a humbug ! I remain your
well-wisher, SAMUEL SMILLIE.

Tuckersmith, Dee. Sth, 1871.

The McCarling wheat tuined out remark-
ably well ; the sample I got was not near as
good as it is now.  Mr. Kuppe got 38 lbs.,
and he said that not over twenty pounds of it
grew, and he has 10 bushels and 14 lbe,

DoxaLp McLENNAN.

Kincardine, 24th Nov., 1S71.

The potto~s I received from vou have done
remarkably well, far surpassing the old va-
ricties in yield. I think the Willard Seed-
lings, Climax, Dresce’s Proiific, and Peerless
are the best, and wiil be extensively cultivated
as soon as they ave knoswa.,  The Rose done
well, still I am bizhiy plezsed with the new
varicties.  The AlcCarling wheat was an ex-
cellent crop and as {ine a sprise wheat to
grow ag ever I'saw. It stood well, but 1 am
sorry that I got it mixed in threshing, [
wish to procure some more next spring it not
too dear. Tros. STANTON.
Kintore, Dee. 3, 1571

- o |
The potatoes I got from you did tip-tep ;
but I don’t think much of the McCarling
Wheat. Hogs are low and water scarce.

w. 1. B,

Clinton Dec. 4th, 1871.
T shall feel obliged if you can furnish 1ne
with information to prevent a horse from put-
ting out his tongue when driving, as I have a
valuzhle animal that acts in this menner. It
1s very objectionable and I do not know the
cause or remeily. T MeTavisi.
Liobo, Dec. 4th, 1571,

We shall fesl obliged if soma of our
Canadian veterinaries or subseribers would
reply to the abeve question.

1’1‘ 0 4 . “,“ -
orhicallural,

CULTURE OF THE APPLE OROIIAID.

However wholesone and deiicious the vari-
ous fraits of stmmer and antumo——uie berries,
the peaches, the plums, the pears, aund the
grapes—it is prohable we shall feel the loss of
ali the others less than the apple. In its
natural ~tate it isin use a greater portion of
tie time than ail the others together—reovin-
ning with the harvest apples of Jnly. and last-
ing, with ordinary treatment. until June.

Ie eniers into the composition of more
dishes, 1s cooked in pior s forns than sanv cther
fruit, and is the stand-by - wes in the fariner's
fanady, Iow to celavate 9 important a
fruit, is worthy the study
i the econntey, 1t may et
enydor its peeducetion for markes vy
a1l leeal ties, Tut we a
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vite the winds—neither a valley nor 4 3 hil. -
top—Dbut such land as corn always ripengy

If planting for market, in Western Ney
York, our varicties wonld be few, and Deaty
all long-keepers. With present know
the Baldwin wonld oceupy half the orcha
It we were certain that the Northerp Spr
would do well in our locaiity, we would Plant
a fair proporticn of it. 1'he Hubbardsop Non,
sueh s an excellent winter apple, in myy
lecalities uite productive, a pood keeper, ans
an aftractive market apple. We would i)lam 2
it quite largely.

The Roxbury Rus:zet would rank next t
the Ba'dwin in space and importance, [f the
orchard were intended also for family use we
would extend our list so as to include a fey of
the best summer and autumn varictles,

If we could select our trees for transplant.
mg from a hlock of well-grown nursery tr
four years from graft, that had not been cyl]
we would prefer that age. We would ingg
that the trees should be cavefully dug, though
at cxtra expense, and that the roots should
not be exposed long to the sun, or drying'
winds. We would consider that we ierg!
planting an orchard for a lifetime, and woul|
insist that all the operations shonld be thg. '
toughly doice.  The ground should be plowed
in deep, narrow furrows; the rows should by
perfectly straight both ways, and about )
feet apart; the holes shonld be dug brea
enongh to veceive all the reots, fully straight.
ened; the ends of the roots should be pared
off smooth, and the matilated ones cut away,

Thus prepared, we would plant the roots in
the soil {not in the sub-soil), where their pro.
per aliment most abounds, accessible to air,
heat and moisture, without which growth i
impossible.  While we would keep the roots
out of the cold, infertile sub-soil, we would
cever them three or four feet deep with soil, to
prevent injury from sun or frost, The soil’
among the roots should be well pulverized,
free from lumps or stones, thoroughly worked
in by swaying the tree. or using the hands,
and packed down with the feet, It is well to
have the tree, when the operation is finished,
lean lightiy towards the prevailing winds.. The

¢ action of the winds wou'd then be. likely to

straighten up the tree, whereas if planted per-+
pendicular, it wili soon come to lean from the
winds,  Now, as to the cultivation.

There are certain laws of vegetable growth
that we shonld endeavor to understand and
ohey.  Tfor the first ten years of the growth
of an apple erchard, our leading object is to

preduce wood—to grow alarge, strong healthy,.

symmetrical tree, and ouvr cuiture should be
directed to that end. First, the soil should
be fillel with o liberul supply of available
food. If Jacking in this indispensable condie
tion of growth, we wenld spread fine manure
upon the surfacein autumn. 2s we recommend-
ed in a previous article. The soil above the
roots should be kept mellow, to admit freely
heat, air and moisture.  This can or ly he done

by cultivation—not with a plow to tear and’

destroy the roots—but with cultivator, harrow
ovhee.  The roots of no other plant should be
sulered to compete with the apple rocts for
the feod within thewr reach. This rule does
not prevent the raising of crops in the spaces
not occupied by the apple roots hut care«
chonld be taken to restore to the soil tle nue
triment extracted by the crops, so that it may
nob be exhausted when required by the
Llrecs.

1t is penerally believed by arborists that the
roats of tices¥extend twice the distance of
the branches.  This may not be exactly o |
rect, hut as spacs wiil be required for the exe §
tension of the roots of the trees during the §
season of the growth of a crop, it would be f
prudent to reserve from cropping every spring |
a spree around every tree twice the diameter
of g top. These spaces should e reserv
inviolahle for the nutrition of the apple trees.
Year wfter vear, in a thrivins orchard, th“i:
spaces left tor erepping will graduaily dimivish, &
witil the tres ioquiie the whale orchard. 5

Wittt erops shall we rase in an orchard! 3
Evidently sueh a5 wiii not conflict with 8 ?
proper culdvation «f trees.  Crops 50wWd |
Lroadeast would interfere with the use of the
et vator ciound tne trees. It wo-Jd not be
G jiossi’e ta keoep the spaces around the tree$ &
clesm and mellow with the hoe, hut it would |
roqoaire more Jabor than farmers would
wiling to expend; therefore. broadcast crops |
wonld veneraily resuit innealect of the trees
1 s planted ino1ows, to be cultivate
and hoed, wo'd not oniy facilitate the culture
cfthe trees, bt proniote it.  Passing between
the rows of corn or vegetakles with the culti
vator, it weukl be ecasicr to enltivate acvoss
fhe spaces pregerved for tie trees, than 0
aveid them.
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