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fail but think of the wliole with much uneasiness. Do you toll

me this is mere peevisliness, or a wish to see arbitrary power
establisluid. and men and children curtailed of their natural

rights, and jtist liberties? Well—v/cU bo it so. If I am to be

thus judged, be it so—but hear me—listen—remember I tell

you that this spirit, if not checked, will produce a licentious-

ness of intellect and of heart that will ere long spurn all just

restraints—substitute will for law—fit men for ever" follv and
every crime—and endanger the very existence of society.

But lest any one should say that now, or formerly, when \

have spoken plainly on this matter, I plead merely for the au-

thorities in civil Government being honoured, I answer no

—

not merely do I plead that aU civil authority may be respect-

ed, but that all in authority may be honoured. And can i not

appeal to yourselves to say, if I have not often and earnestly

urged this thing home to the conscience of your children. And
is there a parent sr> mad as to trifle with the respect, with the

sacred honour, whicii is his due. If he does, he perils the

peace, viitue, and happiness of his family. Let subjects re-

fuse all honour and respect to rulers—treat thorn with ill the

contumely they can muster, and dare manifest—and what is

often witnessed in a family will be seen on a wider scale, and
with the most dreadful results in a state. And never, O never
forget that in the family circle only, can the principles of sub-

mission and respect for authority be produced, matured, and
first exemplified. Family authority universally neglected, and
the honour and reverence due to parents universally withheld,

and shall magistrates be revered and obeyed ? Vain thought.

In any country where such domestic dissoluteness prevails,

the throne of the Prince and the .Judge's bench will soon be-

come things " for the slow moving finger of scorn to point at."

But

IV. It is the duty of subjects, in all cases, to aid their

rulers ; and, if assailed by violence, to defend them.

This may he looked at under two aspects. First, it is

the duty of all subjects to aid their rulers in carrying the laws
into efleot. It really matters nothing, how exce'ieni soever

the laws ma/ be, unless the people generally are ready to lend

their assistance in detecting offenders, and in bringing the

guilty to punishment. Without such aid from the people, the

magistrate will be impotent, and the law become a dead let-

tor. And this truth and its consequences are just the more ap-

parent the freer the civil institutions of a country are. Where
disregard to the laws begins, all safety ends. Nor can there

be a more dangerous state of things, than when criminals can

count on impunity, from the protection thrown aroun- them


