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FALL OF ST. QUENTIN AND LAON NEAR |

ALLIES TAKE STRONG POINTS| .

19, 8

British in Tremendous Smash

Numerous Villages—French Push Germans Back.

b

London, April 1.—The two wedges
driven into the German line north
and south of the important base city
of St. Quentin may force its evacua-
tion within the next few hours.

Despatches from British correspon-
dents on the w®tern from report that
the Germans have destroyed a large
part of St. Quentir by fire and explo-
sives. They add that ‘the Germans
have louted all the treasures from pri-
vate houses, museums and picture gal-
leries, It “is believed, according to
these advifes, that the cathedral up to
the present has not been damaged.

The city is menaced by a vigorous
onward sweep of Field Marshall Haig’s
troops south from Peronne and an
equally determined French advance in
force upward from Ham and Guiscard,
The rate of speed which these two
armies have shown . in the few
days seriously threatens St. Quentin
sides. An improvement in
resulted in a tremendous

last

on three
the weather

Advance Several Miles, Occupying

l

increase in the intensity of the fight-
ing zll along the line.

The British have swept forward
more than three miles over a seven-
mile front toward the city, while the
French were hattling along headed for

both allied forces
ry close to the per-
iefence line. On
Saturday the Brifsh took five villages
and towns, inclffding the important
centre of Vermagd. The others were
Heudicourt, Ste€mille, Marteville and
Soyecourt; and following the capture
of Heudicourt, the British forces made
considerable of that
point, capturing prisoners and ma-
chine guns, and rested for the might.

Heavy fighting took place Sunday
west of St, Quentin, resulting in the
capture by the British of the village
of Savy Later, British troops at-
tacked Savy wood, about a mile from
the village and v two miles from St.
Quentin, and occupied that position.
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22 RUSSIAN AEROPLANES

Bombs Were Dropped on the
Great Fi

Petrograd, April 1

Russian aeroplanes, consisting of

machines, made a raid on Braila (Ru-

mania). Bombs were dropped on piers,

docks and stores, causing great fires.
Harassed by the aeroplanes boats left
Braila and sailed up the Danube.
After making repeated attacks Aus-
trian forces yesterday were successful

A squadron of

29

RAID RUMANIAN PORT

Piers and Docks at Braila, and
res (‘aused.

in penetrating the Russian trenches in
the region of Kirlibaba, in the South-
eastern Carpathians, says the Russian
official statement issued to-day, but
they were ejected by a Russian coun-
ter-attack, and the position was re-
stored. Near Odobechti, Southern
Moldavia, a Teuton airship was de
stroyed by Russian aeroplanes
anti-aircraft gung.

TURKS TRAPPED

BEYOND BAGDAD

British and Russians, Working
Together, Smash Them.

London, April 1.-—A series of Turk
defeats and retreats in Mesopotamia
is chronicled in official reports from
General Maude, breaking the silence
of the last fortnight. The Turkish
army-in Persia and one army in Mes-
opotamia seem inextricably caught
in the British-Russian trap, though
the force defeated at Kut has now
been reinforced, and has attempted
not only a stand 30 miles north of
Bagdad, but the envelopment of a
British force, with the result that the
Turks were defeated and put to flight.
This fighting was on Thursday.

The reports cover fighting | in
eral separate, yet related, sectors,
which are, roughly, the right, centre,
and left wings of General Maude's
northward advance. The right wing is
east of the Tigris, northeast of Bag-
dad. The centre is astride the Tigris,
85 miles north of Bagdad; the left is
on the Euphrates, west of the Tigris,
many miles northwest of Bagdad.

Between the advancing right wing
and the Russians pressing to join with
it on the Persian border two  Turk-

sev-

{ish armies are being squeezed.
1:18}"~ report shows that less than sixty
miles separates the advance
guard of the British and Russians.
J,‘\l\ulhl'l' Russian army
|into Mesopotamia from Persia,
!miles north of this region, and is rap
idly closing the only line of retreat
of the Turks. The Moslems can only

now

has crossed
125

turn and fight, their backs to the wall, |}

or be surrounded and forced to sur-
‘render,
| RSy e il
NORTH SEA DANGER ZONE
EXTENDED BY BRITAIN
British Ad

London, April 1.—The

miralty announces that, in view of the 2

unrestricted use of mines and sub-
marines by the Germans and the sink-|
ing of nerchantmen without any re-
gard for the safety of their crews, the
“arer. of the North Sea which is ren-
dered dangerous all shipping by
operations against the enemy will be
extended on and after April 1.”

to

DOUKHOBORS WISH
TO RETURN TO RUSSIA
The Russian provisional Govern-
ment, says a Reuter's despatch from
Petrograd, is disposed sympathetically
toward the wish expressed by the 10,-
000 Doukhobors in Canada to return to
Russia. The question of their liability
to military service will be determined
by the judicial committee of the pro-
visional Government.

GERMANS EVACUATING ALSACE
SAY ADVICES FROM ZURICH

Generally Believed That Here,

as on the Somme, Front Will be

Withdrawn.

A despatch from London says: A
Daily News despatch from Rotterdam
says that persistent reports are being
r'ﬂ'en(wl from Switzerland that the
Germans are evacuating Mulhouse
and other places in Alsace.

The Zurich correspondent of Nieuwe
Rotterdamsche Courunt states that
information has reached Zurich that
the Germans have been busy

some days o. this operation.

Many officials have left - Mulhouse,
and machinery has been taken away
from the factories. It is stated that
the population is going to the Black
Forest in groups at a time.

The whole of the Baden bank of the
Rhine, as well as the district of Lau-
fenburg, has been declared a war
zone. - It is generally believed that
here, as on the Somme, the German
front will be withdrawn.

FRENCH WIN IN CHAMPAGNE |
POSITIONS LOST MARCH 28

“We Threw Out the Enemy and Captured 63 Prisoners,” Says

Official

A despatth from Paris says:— The
French troops in Champagne in a
eounter-attack have expelled the Ger-
mans from positions they captured
March 28, according to the French of-
ficial communication issued to-night.
North of the Somme and between the
Bomme and the Oise
bembarded French positions.
sommunication says:

“To the west of Maisons de Cham-

gue a spirited counter-attack by our

The

oops permitted us to throw out the

the Germans |

}
|

| point of Africa.
{ aded on deck, and after roll-call began

Report.

enemy from the elements of trenches |

in which he took a footing on the 28th |

of March. During this action we |

captured 63. prisoners.” ,

401 Shells Thrown into Rheims in One ]
Day.

A despatch from Paris says: The |
| city of Rheims for the past few days |
‘hns been the object of special attack |
on the part of German artillery. On
;Wednudny 401 shells were thrown
into the city. ‘

| feed
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| to sink.
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TURKS ROUTED

N HOLY LAND

i

" THAW ONTHE RUSSIAN FRONT
HALTS “DASH FOR PETROGRAD”

Army of 20,000 Crushingly De- In Rumania Stiff Fighting Continues in the Uzul Valley Region—

feated by British
Force.

A despatch from London rays:
The defeat of a Turkish army of 20,-
000 1ien and the capture of 900
soldiers, including the general com-
manding the enemy's force and the
entire divisional staff of the 53rd
Turkish division in Palestine was of-
ficially reported on Thursday. The
battle took place near the hstoric city
of Gaza. Heavy casualties were in-
flicted on the enemy. Ga is 20
mil north of the Egyptian-Syrian
L undary and about 48 miles south-
west of Jerusalem,

“The New Crusade.”
comment

The en-

newspapers

thusiastically on the British \'u‘!nr_\',1

which naturally opens the way for
much Biblical and historical reference
and comparison.
and “Fight for

the Holy Land” are

among the headlines, Jerusalem is as-|
sumed in some quarters to be the im-|

mediate objective of the 'invaders
Other commentators, however, think
the British aim first at securing the
whole coast of Palestine

In any ca the newsnapers con-
sider the blow dealt the Turks near
Gaza will seriously cripple the effeots
Emperor William's visit to Pales-

0

.tine and his entry into Jerusalem 19

Of this the Times says:
to

vears ago.
“The political dreams which led
that visit are now in the process of
The Holy Land, " it
the eve of being

regime which
held it in

being sl.attered.
would seem, is on
rescued from the
through centuries
bondage.”
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RUSH

Figures for the Week Double Those of
the Same Week Last Year.

A despatch from Winnipeg says
Permanent immigration into Canada
for the week ending March 27 more
than doubles the returns for the same
week last year, according to figures
issued on Thursday by Dominion Im-
migration officials. During the week
just ended 1,256 persons entered the
country to settle on Western lands, as
compared with 611 last year. They
brought with them actual cash total
ling $185,981. Last year's figures
show cash amounting to only $91,658.
Of the total number of people entering
during the week 633 were farmers and
farm laborers.

i
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SANG AS THEY
WAITED DEATH

Uphold

soldiers the
Tradition of

Birkenhead.
A despatch from London says: The

Jritish transport Tyndareus, with a
battalion of the Middlesex Regiment

British
the

aboard, struck a mine on February 9
off Cape Agulhas, the southernmost
The men were par-

to sing while phey waited for the ship
The Tyndareus, however, was
saved and the troops were trangferred
to two rescuing steamers, having up-
held, as expressed in the official Ad-
miralty report, “the cherished tradi-
tion of the Birkenhead.”
GRANTED PERMISSION

TO LIVE IN CRIMEA.

A despatch from Petrograd says:

quest of Maria Feodorovna, the form-
er Dowager Empress of Russia and

CONDUCTED BY BOAT.

A despatch from Montreal says:
Streets flooded by the Spring thaw ne
cessitated a funeral in Turcot, a sub-
urb of Montreal, being conducted in
boats on Thursday. The police, who
assumed charge of the funeral ar-
rangements, secured the boats and
took them to the home of the deceas-
ed. The boat conveying the casket
was rowed through the streéts till
higher ground was reached by the of-
ficers, and was followed by ten boats
containing the mourners.

FLOUR SUB TUTE
GERMANY

A despatch from Berlin says: -—-Ger-
man chemists have discovered a
method for making a flour substitute
out of linden and beechbuds They
claim that the substitute has the nutri
tive value of flour, with four

times its fat percentage
o

HUN CANNOT
STARVE BRITAIN

Teuton Hopes Are Hlusory, Says
the First Lord.

DISCOVERY

barley

A despatch from London says: In
answer to questions from the repre-
sentative of the Associated Pre
cerning German submarine activities,
Sir Edward Carson, First Lord of the
Admiralty, said:

“German statements are exaggerat-
ed, but no one suggests that the sub-
marine warfare does not cause very
serious damage, both to neutrals and
belligerents: The losses, however, do
not exceed the estimates on which we
have based our policy, and after the
most careful consideration it is abun-
dantly clear that German hopes of
starving us out are quite illusory. So
far neutral countries have suffered
more from rman methods than have
belligerents

con-

Y .
WOMAN A FRENCH ATTACHE.

Mlle. Jeanne Tardy First of Sex to
|

Hold Position.

A despatch from Paris says:—M.
Metin, Under Secretary of the Min-

Iislr)‘ of France, has appointed Mile.

| The Government has granted the re-|
| in the history of France the{ a woman

|

Jeanne Tardy as an attache in his de-
partment. - This will be the first time

has held such a position. Mlle. Tardy

A despatch from London says: An

early Spring thaw on the Russian

front, from the Baltic Sea to the Car-.|

pathian Mountains, has rendered im-

possible for the present any attack in
force by the Germans against the Rus-
sians. his seemingly puts at naught
for the time being at least, the re-
port intentions of the Germans to
attempt to force their way from the

‘ Germans Capture Ridge.

Riga region toward Petrograd.. Minor
operations are in progress, however.
| In Rumania fighting contXwues in
[the Uzul Valley region. Here the
Germans have captured from the Rus-
sians a strongly entrenched ridge, and
held it in despite numerous counter-
attacks, according to Berlin. One hun-
dred prisoners and machine guns and
mine throwers fell into the hands of
the Germans.

ADVANCE IN FRANCE
NORTH OF SOISSONS

In Touch With Foe on a Long
Front.

“The New Crusade” |

A despatch from London says: All
indicate that contact is

reports now
between the

everywhere established
opposing armies along the Hindenburg
line. But there is a distinct lull oc-
curring while the advancing armies
are bringing up their heavy guns and
supplies and generally consolidating
their positions.

The weather has certainly hamper
ed operations in the last few days,
but in any circumstances the allies do
not intend to make a big attack until
they are again able to out-gun the
enemy.

Despite this the British gained an
important success on Friday, captur
ing the village of Ruyalcourt, which

brings their line more than eight miles |
The official British-|
report speaks of sharp fighting, both |

east of Bapaume,

at this point and farther south in the
neighborhood of Heudicourt, where a
batch of German prisoners were
brought in. The villages of Sorel-le
Grand and Fins, on the line toward
Cambrai, have alzo been occupied by
Haig's troops. A "German counter-
attack flung at the new British posi-
Neuville-Bourjenval, captured
28th, was beaten off with loss.

tion at

on the
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MANY AMERICANS
KILLED BY SUB

Two British Vessels Sunk With-
out Warning—Official Re-
port to Washington.

Washington, April 1.--Two British
steamers, the Snowdon Range and the
Booth liner Crispin, both with Ameri-
cans aboard, of whom a number are
unaccounted for, were reported to the
State Department yesterday to have
been sunk without warning by a sub
marine

On the Crispin the torpedo, which
struck the engine room, killed five men
two of whom are believed to have been
Americens

*
TRADE OF CANADA
IS ALMOST DOUBLE.
#

Total Will Reach About Two - Billion
Dollars for Fiscal Year.

Ottawa, April 1.—Canada's fiscal
vear closed on Saturday. Exact figures
for its operations will not be available
for a few days, but it may safely be
stated that when they are published
they will show the revenue of the Do-
minion 191617 have been the
largest in its history. They will also
show the of Canada have
been nearly twice that of 1914-15. The
the Dominion, it
tweive months which

in to

trade to

ordinary re e of
is stated, in the
ended on Saturday, amounted to about
$230,000,000, $100,000,000 more
than that of 1914-15. The revenue of
the past yvear will be sufficient to meet
all the ordinary and capital_expendi-
tures of the country, and, in addition,
pay fifty or sixty million dqllars of the
purposes. The
will be
two bil-

or

expenditures for wur
total trade of the Dominion
found to have reached about
a billion dollars more

which

lion dollars, or
than that of the fiscal year in
the war began.

100,000 MORE MEN
;BY RE-EXAMINATION

| Legislation With This Object
l Made Necessary by the

| Military Situation.

‘ London says A
authorities

A despatch from
bill giving the military
power to order re-examination of men
‘prmwl:sly rejected for military ser-
vice and also of men who already have
served and been discharged in conse-
quence of wounds or illness, was

noved in the House of Commons on
Thursday on second reading by Chan-
Law. The Chancellor
an absolute neces

cellor Bonar
said the bill was
| sity owing to the military situftion.

Arrangements were madey last
August which it was hoped would
! give the military authorities the men
required, but owing to the submarine
menace it had proved impossible to
obtain the men expected from agri-
culture or from the Admiraity and the
shipbuilding yards. The recruits ob-
tained, he said, had fallen short of the
number estimated by not less than
100,000,

In view of the definite arrange-
ments made, not only by the British
Commander-in-Chief, but in conjunc-
tion with the French, the Chancellor
continued, such a falling off was most
serious. To a considerable degree the
shortage has been made good by a
change in the employment of men in
the army itself, and by using behind
the lines, to a greater extent than
ever before, men unfit to go on the
firing line. The shortage has been
made good further by employment of
women behind the lines, but never-
theless the bill was absolutely neces-
sary.

The Chancellor said it would enable
! the military authorities to deal with

1,000,000 men, and they estimated that
at least 100,000 men would be avail-
able within the next three months
They were proceeding on the principle
that every fit man should go on the
firing line.

e
RAILWAY WORKERS
TO TILL THE FARMS.

Arrangements Perfected With Rail-
way Companies in the West.

A despatch from Winnipeg says:
Realizing the seriousness of the farm
labor shortage in the West, the rail-
| ways have made a joint arrangement
by which hundreds of track workers
will be available for work the
farms this Spring. The railway com-
panies included in the scheme are the
Canadian Pacific, Grand Trunk Pacific,
Canadian Northern, and those of the
McArthur interests, the latter includ-
ing the Hudson Bay contract work. It
has been decided by officials of these
lines that during the work of Spring
seeding, or other necessary farm
work, aiming toward more production,
the railways will not attempt any
work along the line of improvements
or betterments.

on

&

KAISER WILLIAM
IN DOCTOR'S CARE.

A news agency despatch from Berne
to New York on Wednesday says:
Kaiser William is suffering from
mild form of diabetes and is under
going treatment at Homburg, accord-
ing to wireless despatches | received
His ‘physicians were said
have given a rances that with a
careful regime of treatment they can
effect re, but worry is said to be

returding the

here. to

a
Emperor’s recovery.

ITALY ASKS RESERVE OF 200,000
FROM HER WESTERN ALLIES

Believes Enemy is Preparing to Direct Its Chief Concerted Action
Against Her.

A despatch from Rome says: The
| possibility that the enemy will direct
| its chief blow against Italy continues

to be the principal object of discus-
| sion in the Italian press. The Tribuna
contains a long article by its editor,
| who argues that the allies must be
’prepned to support Italy with a re-
! gerve army should the Germans join
| with the Austrians in an offensive on
a grand scale. He urges that a com-
| plete organization should be establish-

the mother of the deposed Emperor, to ' holds university degrees in letters and  ed by which a strategic reserve from

reside at Livadia, in the Crimea.

l law,

i the western allies of ten or twenty

divisions, with transpori, be got
ready so that it could be thrown into
action at the danger point. He seems
to doubt whether the danger of a gen-
eral attack on the Italian front has
been realized by -Italy's. allies, but it
is not clear why he should. Sir Wil-
liam Robertson’s visit to Italy should
remove this. It may probably be tak
en for granted if Gen. Cadorna th
he may require help he has already
asked for it. There is no disposition
on the part of the allied commands to
minimize the importance of the Ital-
|ian front,

ke

| His present post is an

| gun on February 1.

5000 FARM
'WORKERS WANTED

Britain to Organize for Produe-
tion to the Last Ounce.

A despatch from London sayst
“Five thousand skilled American
farmers on English soil would go a
long way toward combating German's
plan to starve us into submission
through her submarines,” Sir Arthur
Lee, head of the newly-formed Food
Production Department, told the As-
sociated Press correspondent. “I told
you recently,” Sir Arthur continued,
“that intended to.bring from
America some two thousand tractor
ploughs for night ploughing. We need
the skilled American farmers to sup-

we

{ plement them.”

Sir
tary

Arthur Lee was British Mill-
Attache with the United States
 during the Spanish-American

, and later Military Attache at the
British Embassy in Washington. He
has seen service in the present war.
outgrowth of
the intensified submarine warfare be-
Sir Arthur is
the gigantic task of
available foot of soil
maximum amount of

charged with
making every
produce
food

“I hope that we may be able to at-
tract to these shores at least five
thousand skilled farmers from the
United States,” said Sir Arthur. “We
will, of course, get some skilled agri-
cultural help from Canada—from the
great northwest—and ave are already
benefiting to some extent by the
labor of Canadian farmers whe have
come over to fight for us. But we
cannot have too many. Skilled farm
labor our crying need at this
moment."”

Sir Arthur said the introduction of
the American tractors on the large
scale contemplated would also wit-
ness the more universal employment
of women on the land. “I hope to
see,” he said, “as many of our wo-
men cultivating the soil as ] saw
French women on the land of glorious
France during one of my recent visits.
There 1 saw nothing but women. They
were everywhere. The picture spoke
volumes for France's efforts. Qur
women are just as patriotic and will
fill the gaps on the land if only they
are shown the way.”
il iiin

HEAVIEST GUNS
STILL IN THE REAR

British Will Not ‘Make General
Attack Until These
Arrive.

its

18

A despatch from London says :
The Germans are now entrenched
along the front over which the French
and British have Leen advancing ac-
cording to a statement on Thursday

! by Major-General F. D. Maurice, chief

director of military operatic s at the
War Office.

He s:id that whether the positions
taken up by the Germars fcrmed the
mich  advertised Hindenburg  line
would not be revealed until the French
and British armies had brought up
their heavy artillery.

“Our advance has slackened, owing
1o the difficulty of feeding the troops
in the devastated country,” said Gen.
Maurice. “We are also suffering
from the fact that we must cover the
Somme _battlefield, while our allies
have clearer ground. They also have
the advantage of not coming into
touch with the enemy in as short a
distance as our forces, for in making
a straight line, the Germaus had to
withdraw to a greater depth on the
French front than . n ,urs.

“While we are still engaging the
Germans in the open there is no doubt
they have reached a trench line frol
which they are not likely to withdra
yring up cur trench destroy-
ing guis Hence we are hard'y like-
ly to know wvhether this forms the
much-advertised Hindenbur,, line un-
til we are prepered to assault it. In
the meantime our forces are not great
enough. nor have they had time en-

wgh to build an opposin: line of

until we

trer
&

MAY TAX CANADIANS
WHO CROSS BORDER.

m Ottawa says: Some
g seems to exist as
proposed  head tax
entering the Inited
It is not a Canadian, but an
an regulation, Heretofore,
foreigners—entering the United Stlates,
excepting Canadians, have been sub-
t to the head tax of $4. There has
been no tax on Canadians or on any
per<on who had resided a year or more
in this country. Under the new
American regulations to take effect
May ! the head tax is increased to $8
and it is understood it may be applied
to Canadians entering the United
States for residence. Authorities here
1 doubt as to the exact effect of
regulations, but it is understood
adians visiting the United States
; obfain identification cards, other-
may have to pay the head

will be refunded if they

i within a certain specified per-
iod. United States officials here say
they have not yel been apprised of the
be framed on the

misur

regards the
on Canadians
tate

are

regulations to

statute.

——e
cvery man could have his own
way, how quickly others would get
out of it.




