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. There will be a stout fight this year
and Mr. Foster in the “long, crooked con-
stitueney,” will need all the votes he ecan
get together in wpite of the faet that the
 biding ' is- ‘Coneervative as a’rule. He i
making a‘lively campaign and 'is being ré-
minded of his unpleasant past by some
of the critios whom he has “riled.” In one
. épeech he caid that “the Conservatives ia
Opposmon had the consolation of knowing
that the‘r relinquishing of power gave their
opponents, after .18 years of outer dark-
ness, 'a’ chance to be fed-at.the.public
trough, ‘thereby transferring . them into
living, breathing, ardent, patriot'ic Cana-
dians.” -

The Hamilton Times is inclined:to re-
sent these wofds from the rejected of
St. John. “The Liberals of Canada,” it
eayE, “do_not see themselves as Mr. Fos-
ter sees.them. They know. that:-they were
living, breathing, ardent,’ patriotic Cana-
' dians when Mr.’ Foster artd the other oc-
eupants of the Nest of Traitors (as Sir
Mmkexxzxc Bowell called them) were feed-

-Jing at the public trough; they were gool

‘average Canadians when Mr. Foster was
‘studying ‘the ‘laws of Illinois, and if they
ever -‘had - ‘moments of weakness’ Mr.
. Foster should ‘be the last man to reprodcn
them.”

Will Mr. Borden take the stump for
Mr. Foster or doesn’t he care that much
about having him elected?

THE PANAMA CANAL.
1

There i8 no greater mockery in nature
than' the jungle-laden rib which holds two
continents in communion. By land it s
forty-seven  miles from Colon to Panama;
by sea it i eight thousand. The first
conception of the canal belohgs to ~the
first man who erossed the Isthmus. -Wiien
Balboa looked down upon:the Pacific. from
the heights.of the Cordilleras, he inevitably
I¢t his imagination play on the possibility
;of &plittihg.the pregnantly narrow barrier
under his feet. with the merged waters of
two oceans.

So writes Frederick Palmer from Pana-
ma -concerning the proposed trans-Isth-
mian canal.

The eyes of the world turn again to the
“jungle-laden rib” today, because the text
of the canal trealy just signed by the

United States and Colombia is now made
public. - De Lesseps, who estimated that
a sea-level canal could be built for $120,-
000,000, with his associates, equandered
more - than twice that sum before the
great crash came, and American engincers
calculate that the work done may fairly
have been worth _about  $33,000,000, or
about an,eighth of what was spent.

The American plan ie for a canal with
locks. The work yet to be dome is to
cost ” $184,000,000. For some distance
from either end the canal will
be at..sea level. In the centre the
level will be artificial, one stretch being
forined by an artificial lake, which will
‘afford an immense anchorage.

The treaty, which has yet to be ratified
by the senate, gives Colombia ten millions
in geld for a strip six miles wide, from
péeiin,to ocean, for which, -after nine
yeéard, the United States is to ‘pay an
annual remtal of $250,000. The TUnited
States gets the use of the three small
islands in the Bay of Panama and will
occupy them. Presumably docks and a
coaling station; will be emablished there.
.l‘he purchasers of the route disavow any
mtelmon to impair the wsovereignty ov
déciease “the territory of Colombia or any
otlier Ceptral or South American republie.
Culombm is .ol to »011 cede or lease (o
{oxeugn goveruments any mL\nds or har-
: hor,- rear-‘the ends of the canal for the

| India. i

[ are blameworthy because

purfibde of establishing - naval -or- coaling
stitions or fortifications.

» ‘The United States agrees to give Colom~

bia ‘“‘the ' material eupport that. may be
required in order to prevent the occupation
of said islands and ports, guaranteeing
there the eoverignty, independence and in-
tégrity of Colombia.  The two countries
are to maintain jointly tribunals for the
administration of justice, civil, criminal
and admiralty, in the canal zone. Colon
and Panama are to be free ports for ves-
gels and goods intended for transmission
by the canal. The lease of the strip of
Jand is virtually made perpetual by- the
treaty, being renewable in terms of 100
yeare at the pleasure of the United States.

The ‘little republic simply authorizes ihe
New Panama ‘Company to seell its rights,
properties and concessions to the United
States, which is to build the canal, fortify
it and protect it and Colombia against
alk comers: should occasion arise. As far
as possible provision is made to prevent
any - European power from securing a
paval base within striking distance of the
great ditch, while the United States gets
the islands in the Bay of Panama and the
right to “improve, use and protect” the
harbors at both ends of the canal. The
Panama - railroad, 47 miles long, which
rune parallel to the canal route, and is
valued, at. $7,000,000, is included in the
tranafer.

In- 1550, Mr. Palmer says in his article
on the c«mal a Portuguese navigator
wrote ‘a book to prove the feasibility of
the pro,)ect And now in Colon a strange
population twait—“a population of black,
brown and yellow dwell over puddles or
green scum, and vehicles that are the
relics of the French days dive in and ont
of ruts with the ekill and nonchalance of
long habit. And - sitting in the mire
Colon looks up hopefully to every, visitor
for ‘some word about the coming of the §-
Americans with their epades, when once
more the line ‘of - wooden workmen’s
ho'uses‘ whose open windows stare at “der-
ricks; {locomotives and spoil cars sinking,
entwined  with vines, ‘into = the eoil
expensive machinery’ sinking into the soil
under shelter of rank tropical growth,
‘shall be occupied again by the black work:
men -imported from the West Indian
iglands, to dare the sun.and disease for
eighty cents a day, and a fourtéen by
sixteen sh:mty ~will bo a- valuable picce
of pnoperty

SOME- ENGLISHMEN,

Sir- Guilford Lindsey Moleeworth, who
has an article in the last-London Satur-
day Re'vxew, says the United States “is
tightening its grasp on the trade of Can-

[ 2da, and that:country makes no secret of

its:-view that reciprocity of trade will
wltimately “lead ‘to the union of - the two
countries.” He asks in conclusion, “Is the
glgcmhc blunder, by which the Amencan
colonies were lcst to England, to be re-
peated?”

This interesting ' person formetly was
conmltma engineer for the railways of
Doubtless he ‘is .a competent. en-
gineer. If so, it is.to be regretted that
he does not confine his energy to matters
on.which he is an authority. Had he any
idea of the facts he would have said that §
at the present time there is less talk and
less thought, here and in’ the United
States, about the “union o¢f the two coun-

 tries” ‘thah there ever has been before.

But London ‘appears to like that sort of
thing, senseless as it is.

The Morning Post, commenting upon a
Toronto cablegram saying another session
of the Joint High Commission is possible,
warns the Laurier government against
making a “penny wise pound foolish con-
cession” in the Alaskan matter. “It is
just poesible, though improbable,” say®
the Pest, “that Sir Wilfrid and his sup-
porters-would consent to guarantee to the
United States the-continued possession of
the ports which feed the Yukon, in order
to make a clean sweep of difficulties which
are more obvious to the eastern elector”
than to the western people. The
Post grows grave over it, scenting disaster
afar.

The London Daily Mail prints, too, a
letter from its Ottawa correspondent, pur-
porting to give the views of “a leading
member. of the ministry,” who hints that
we are.about ready to demand our inde-
pendence because of the manner in which
Great | Britain “gives away our rights to
the United States.”

Canada has had to fight against many
weird | British views of this country, due
to digmorance and prejudice, and mnow,
when ‘there are signs that we are being
better understood and appreciated in the
old country,.it is strange that some of the
leadmg London journals will give space
to - euch misleading and inexcusable

twaddle ‘about Canada as frequently ap-|

pears in their columns. Apparently any
man who is known there may write the
veriest monsense about th's land and get
it printed by reputable newspapers, whose
editors can scarcely be as ignorant as
their 'remarkable contributoms, but who
they do not
exercise sounder judgment and refuse to
allow the sum of error and misconception
in England regarding Canada to be in-
creased.

The St. James Gazette, on Saturday,
escaped the error of its contemporaries, In
the course of an article on Canada’s re-
‘sources and wants, it assert? that “evi-
dence has lately been forthcoming of an
extraordinary rapid advance in Canada’s
prosperity during the last two
which reveals by far the most satisfactory
part of the

yeare,

things “in any
the present time.”

condition of
British Empire at
After commenting upon our progress, the
cotntry presents “an
agricultural

writer eays this
ohject lesson of progreszive

.d(wluplmm such as no other country can

L]dlm for its own

: ’I’Inw is ‘a meapure of truth, well ex-

omw a contri'nutxon !mm
6ome mmng ‘Englishman - “alleging that
| during - a- Tecent - “towr” “‘of Canada he
discovered indisputable evidence 'that we
are plotting secession. or annexation, or
that. we are_ ripe for commercial ruin. The
men. who : come here to settle or who in-
vest their 'fioney: here must do so in
spite’ of rather than because of the “in-
formation” which is thrust upon them by
some of the: English newspapers.

A COOL PROPOSAL.

municdtions to which the attention of
lumibermen is directed. They refer to a
bill which has: been introduced in the
Maine :Legislatufe for ‘the incorporation
of the' East Branch Improvement Com-
pany. ;This bill, The Te]eg’raph is inform-
ed, will, if passed, wholly cut off Charbber-
lain Lake, in-northern Maine, from the
Allegash river and turn the flow of the
lake. irito the ‘east branch of the Penob-
scot. The lake is now drained by the Alle-
gash which emrheq into the St. John. The
result, of course, ‘would be to leséen the
volume of water in the Allegash and our
principal river, ‘which, one of our cor
respondents suggests, may-be a violation
of ‘the Webster-Ashburton treaty providing
that the freé navigatiom of ‘the St. John
and  its txs"buxanes shagl ‘be. maintained,

The second correspondcnt says the bill
would “strike a - sevene’ 'blaw at the New
Brunsyick . 1umbermen operahng in the
A.llegash counm The [coinpany proposes;
he’ adds, to build ‘dams. on the Allegash
betweqn Heron Lake and Lake Chamber-
lain, -and divert the waters into the Penob-
scot, -and through Bangor to the sea,
whereas . the natural outlet of the waters
of Lake Chamberlain is through the .Alle—
[ gash and St.' John 1o the Bay of Fundy.

These letters to Thé Telegraph are not
inspired by unselfish inferest in  the lum-
bermen of New Brunswick. They come
from men who are looking afier Aroos-
took ' county which would be affected ad-
versely ‘ by #the proposed action of the
company seeking.incorporation. The hint
to our Jumbermen is valuable despite the
motive inspiring it, and reference is made
to ‘the matter here. in: a'rder that New
Bruaswidkers may take such action as they
deem Dest.

In the absence of facts other than
those presentéd, the bill now before - the
Maine Legislature appears: to contemplate.
an injustice -againsti which protest may
well be made. The~rule is that streams
 shall follow ' their nattiral courses unless
the parties interested, individuals or na-
tions, make «'ﬂclﬁc ngreement to change
them.:

If Maine has nof vmter enou.gh in the
Penobscot during th9 dnvmg season, there
still seems no raa.son Jwhy, that enterpris-
ivz state .sho bon'ow watér from the
St John, xit least rmthout gmng notice of
motion. Ma.me may clmm that it has ‘thie
right to o’ an; h'ng th’h any stream t'hat
side of the ‘bordet, in wh-.\ch cad%e we shall
have to: lool np tlxe treaty

TﬂE RWALS

Opnuous concerning ‘the proposed txans
continental railroads come thick and fast
now. - Sir- Thomas Shaughnessy is out with
the statement that the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific must not receive government aid, or
if it does,-that the €. P. R. will demand
assistanee- for branch”lines, contemplated
or in course of cofistruction. He says,
moreover, that the public should not as-
sist the Grand Trunk, as to do so would
be to compete with private capitul in the
. transportation business. Tha Toronto Star
obje¢ts. to. these opinions and says: ;

Sir Thomas declares agaipst pubilc own-
ership; lock, stock, and barrel. He wants
none of it. - But we would say to him, and
to the Grand Trunk people as well, that,
whether the Grand: Trunk Pacific is built
or not, the Ilntercolonial should be at
once extended to Parry Sound, so that
there may be a publjely-owned road com-
peting with the private companies 1n car-
rying freight from the west to the sea-
board. Not only’so, but the Intercolon-
jal’s - effectiveness as a regulator of corpora-
tion *railways requires the extension of a
line through Old Ontario—through the
manufacturing and steck-raising districts.
This we think the government should do
in order. to impose some. check on the
freight rates that discriminate so marked-
ly against Ontarvio shippers.

Meanwhile the various = promolers
of the -rival transcontinental roads
roads contmue to ‘uh.ma rea-
sons why t]:éy ahould' be - favor-

ed. The Grand Trunk people.say they are
in a better position than other’ 'applicants
for a subsidy to carry: out the project.
They point: to their terminal facilities and
the excellent charu.tcz of their present or-
ganization, and say that while they will
F build the road, subsidy or no subsidy, gov-
ernment aid miight result in establishing
the eastern terminal in Canada. The in-
ference is that without a subsidy, the
terminal ~wwould be in the United States.
A .Grand Trunk official is quoted as say-
ing: “The general impression is that ‘if
the government is willing to assist the
project in a substantial manner, the com-
pany would be willing to provide for the
establishment of a Canadian eastern term-
inal all the year round. The business of
the company through to Portland is in-
creasing very rapidly, and the traflic oi
the future should prove sufficiently large
to justify two lineg east of Montreal.”
The €anadian Northern's case is that
it was the first in ‘the field, that its lines
m - the Northwest were built when -the
general impression was that they would
not pay, aud that now when it has been
pm\‘rpdzthut such a  line ie feasible, the

government should: attend st of all "to

. The .Telegraph @ lme ” received . and |
prints' in ‘another column two com-

'a subsidy ‘should not be granted to any
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Oak Hall

An Oak Hall Sale is thoroughly satisfying—not a mere handful of gar-
*nts reduced, but hundreds.

‘We have re-energlzed the January business by gwmg buyers more than

they expect

We place the emphasis on Overcoats and Ulsters today.

- $5.00 Men's Ovércoqts now

7.00 Men’'s Overcoals now
8.00 Men’s Overcoats. now
. 10.00 ‘gﬂen's Overcoats now

72 00 Men's Overcoats now

$ 390 $15.00 Men’
. 4.50
550
6.50
8.00

18,00 Men’s Overcoats now -
5.00 Men's Ulsters now -
8.00 Men's. Ulsters now
10.00 Men’s Ulsters now -
5.00 Men’s Reefers now

- $9.50
10.00
2.75
4.90
6.00
3,00

s Overcoals now

Good Trunks--Spech Prices. -

Flat Top Trunk, marbleized iron
covering, deep tray, well bound.
Special prices, $1 50 to 2.25.

Flat Top Caanvas Covered Trunks,
iton bottom and roller, iron
lamps and binding, brass lock and
deep tray.
Special prices, $2.25 to 3.10.

Plat Tap Canvas Covered Trunks,

iron botiom, brass clamps and bind-
ing and lock, deep tray. '
Speclal prices, $3. 40 to 4 10.

Flat Top Canvas Covered Trunks,
iron bottom, brass lock, brass
clamps and binding, deep tray, two
straps. Special pnoes,$4 00 to 4.65.

Flat Top Canvas Covered Txunks
brass lock, brass clamps and bind-

When buying a trunk get a good one for the best is none
too strong to withstand the hard wear of travel.
make your selection here we can safely promise you the
greatest value for your money at all times, but just now we
offer exceptional values on all our trunks havmg marked
them at special sale prices.

If you

- o0

ing, two trays, 32 and 34 inch only.
Speclal prices, $3 83, 4 20.

Steamer Tmnkq‘ heavy canvas
covering, iron bottom clamps and
binding. Spectal price, $3.75.

Steamer Trunks, beavy canvas
covering, brass clamps and bind-
ing, linen lined, two leather straps
and deep tray. Special price, #3 45.

GREATER OAK HALL,

SGOVIL BBOS & GO

Ring Street,
Cor. Germam

.

T
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the Canadian Northern. Also, its lines
are already established in several provinces
and the premiers of those:provinces will
plead the Northern’s cause.

The Trans-Canada, in brief, claims that
its proposed line would be by fir the
shortest,” that it would benefit the entire
country more than any other, and that

but the shortest road which- will be,
also, an all Canadian line and so located as
to be of the greatest strategic value in
case of war.

Such are some of the general reasons put
forward by the rivals for the country’s
favor.

The views of the government have not
been announced. The Toronte Globe, some
days ago, rintimated. that the goverpment
would’ insist upon an eastern  Capadian
terminus all the year, but even that was
in no sense official, for the government has
not j'et m.ade known its views. The Trans-

Canada delegates aie to  present
their case to the * Board of
Trade today, and St. John may

go on record again as favoring a govern-
ment-built road, or, in any event, an all-
Canadian line whose termini shall be at
Canadian ports, winter and summer.

NB—TICE.

On January IStH we received
an envelope containing Three
Dollars from one of our sub-
scribers at North Head, Grand
Manan. Will the sender of this
amount kindly let us know his
or her name that we may be
able to credit the same.

TELEGRAPH PUB. CO.,
C. J. MILLIGAN, Manager

'Wood’s Phosphodine

n Early Grave.
for 85. One will

per

plea:g‘aw mlsguﬁ ' 3 e g
i rice. Send for foi pamphle

b e Wqpd Oom:mny.
at’,

Windso:
Wood's Fhosphodine is sold by all St. Joha
Druggists. :

Bone Cutters

Portable Forges, Drilling Machines, Manu-
tactured. Miil and Steamboat Repairs.
JOSEPH THOMPSON'S MACHINE WORKS,

-48-5% 8mythe Strest, §t. Johw, N.' B. °

What is

harmless substitute for Castor Oil, Pare

Mothers.
=ess. C:
relieves

C

the Stomach
healthy and
I"anacea—The

“ Castoria i3 an exceilent
shildren. Mothers have repeaté
of its good effoct upon their child:

Dr. G. . 0sGoop, Lowell, Mass.

for
old me | that T recommend it as superior to any pre-

Castoria 1s a

Castoria is for Infants and Children.
goric, ‘Drops
jther Opium,
Tt is Pleasant.
of by Millions of
afid allays Feverishe:
vind Colic.. Castoria
s Constipation and
8 the Food, regulates
Ints and Children, giving
storia is the Children’s

Castoria.

# Castoris Is so well adapted to children

scription known to me.”
H. A. ARcHER, M. D, Brooklyn, V., ¥
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THE CINTAUR COMPANY, T7 MURRAY STRELT, NEW YORK CITY.
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