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FINANCIAL

PLIGHT REVEALED IN FIGURES;

INSISTENT ON

GERMANY PAYING

Industrial Germany Primed ‘or Move to Seize World Trade
Before the Throttled French and Belgian Industries Can
Recover—German Factories Ready to Start up.

By George W. Wickersham,

(Special to The St. John Standard and
New York Tribune. Copyright, 1919,
New York Tribune, Inc.)

Paris, Feb. 21.—Wnn the departure
'of the president, and the anmbunce-
ment of a renewal of the anmistice on
terms which appear to have brought
Germany, for the first time, perhaps,
to an actual realization ol her defeat,
comparative calm reigns in Paris. No
one ipates any tous, deci-
sions, during the absence of Wilson
and Lloyd George, but a deal of work
will be done in preparation of mat-
ters to be submitted when the big
five resume operations.

The League of Nations, having been
transferred to the western sidé of the
Atlantic, public d@ttention on this side
is now centered upon the vital sub-
ject of finance. Finance Minister Klot7
submitted a statement yesterday to
the commissions on budgets and fis-
cal legislation, which gives some sug-
gestion of the actual situation con-
tronting France.

“Before the war,” e said, “the tota]
budget of public expenses were, in
round figures, $,600,000,000 francs. The
budget,

teen or twenty bithon francs.”

During the year 1918 M. Klotz stat-
ed that the total disbursements for
military ‘purposes alone exceeded 50,
000,000,000 franes.

On the other hand, he pointed out,
that while during the course of the
war the government incurred tremen-
dous indebteduess, yet all but 30,000,
000,000 of the moneys raised were ex-
pended in France, and announced that
the government had in preparation a
bill imposing taxas upon capital distxi-
buted over a suflicient  number of
vears so that the entire charge should
not be paid by the present genera
tion,

Mintster Kiotz funther announced
the following as the financial pro-
gramate of the government:

1—Demand from tie enemy, the en-
tire amount of France's debts; ob-
statn for certain creditors a priority on
account of the character of the debt
requiring guarantees of payment;.the
formation of a financial section in the
League of Nations; maintenance of. a
policy of international understandings
a8 close as possible.

2—Not to demand more from the
French taxpayer than is necessary o
meet the requirements of the budgets
in the immediate future; establish
ment of a tax on capital with payment
distributed over a sufficiently large
number of years.

3—Opposition to all unproductive
expenses.

4—Continwation of appeals for cre-
dit on progressively lowering rates of
interest.

The. mere statement of this pro-
gramme reveals the serious mature of
the French financial situation. It al-
so accounts for the French insistence
‘upon the payment by Germany of a
subsequently large indemnity to re-
store, in some measure, the immense
loss caused to France by the destruce
tion of the textile and owher indus
tries in the invaded regions. An ex-
act estimate of this cost has not yet
been presented. Until the computatior
of that amount, based upon some
businessiike appraisal, shall have been
laid before the appropriate committee
of the peace conference for considera-
tion, it s idle to speculate upon the
amount of the claims.

There is great merit in the conten-
‘jﬁn that the cost of replacing the de-
“stroyed industrial properties of
France, Belgium, Serbia, Roumania
and to a certain extent, Italy, should
be given priority over any indirect or
war cost claims in behalf of any oth-
er nations, The justice of this priori-
ty is "particularly apparent in the
cases of France and Belgium. Old es-
tablished and highly eflicient indus-
tries in Northeastern France and ia
Belgium were deliberately destroyed.
As a result of that policy of destruc-
tion @ region of France which, before
the war, Captain Tanrdieu states, con-
tributed nearly twenty-five per cen-.
of the total tax levy os. the republic,
s a wilderness, which can only be
restored by the expenditure of mil-

lions of dollars and a gradual building
up and re-establishment of organiza.
tions, requiring time, large capital and
governmental backing.

In the meantime the factories, mills
and other productive works of Ger
many are ready to resume business as
soon as the embargo is lifted and raw
materials become availanie. The Ger-
man people are already i to

M. Clemenceau Considered Out
of Danger and Condition Good

this. morning. He had luncheon ut midday and his appetite was good.
After luncheon he rested for a while and then received Gencral Petain

at two o'clock. During the i

ber, ehook his hand vigorously and
had shown.

dence today t0 t

Inspector Decaudin, who eat besiGe the Premier's chauffeur when Cot-
tin made his attack. The Premier received Decaudin in his ante-cham-

Cardinal Amette, Archbishop of Paris, went to the Premier's resi-

M. C T ed to see
congrgtulated him on the courage he

h from Card

Papal Secretary of State on behalf

dces.”

<l

u’'s personal physician.

have themselves estwblished In a com-
manding position in the comshercial
world long before France and Belgium
are prepared to resume, even In a lim-
ited way, the exportation of the pro-
ducts of those industries in wihich
they have so long been pre-eminent.
The failure of President Wilson to
appreciate this situation, or in any
event to give expression to a sym-
pathetic consideration thereof, in a
large measure, accounts for the
change of seniiment toward him onm
the part of the French people. Unless
France can secure the payment of a
large sum of money from Germany,
her financial cutlook is gloomy, and
ucthing but the continued aid of tho
United States can save her from fin-
ancial ruin. The same is true, in
scarcely less degree, of Belgium.

under consideration for the!
ensuing year, will substantially exceed |
15,500,000,000 and may amount to nine-. |

The fact that the Fremch Finance
Minister can seriously propose to the
Cnamber of Deputies a financial tax,
s0 large thet he dare not name tha
rate in announcing the project, upou

{the accumulated wealth of the nation

alfords some idea of the immensiiy
of the problem before the government
of the republic.

Reports from many German sour-
ces indicate, on the contrary, that the
Germans have no idea of paying a
considerable indemmity and are look-
ing to President Wilson to save them
from its imposition. The current news-
paper press of Germany emphasizes
the differences existing between the
president and the Frencn.

Several German newspapers recent.
ly published anticles bearing the head-
ing “Wikson against Foech.”

The 'German econtentions are w¥He
the United States made war, mot up-
cn the German people but upon the
Kaiser's governtient. They say they
have overthrown that government,
and established a republic and do not
perceive why they should mot be at
once received into the soclety of na~
tions.

L have talked, recently, with sever-
al well informed Americans just re-
turned from different parts of Ger
many, and they all agree in the forae-
going summary of the German atti-
tude. They say the Germans maintain
that the French are vindicative and
intend to crush them.

EXPECT LOWER
FISH PRICES

Value Decreasing at Landi.ag
Points and Consumer Wiil

Ultimately be Benefitted.

Ottawa, Feb. 21.—The total value
of sea fish at the port of landing on
both the ‘Atlantic and Pacific coasts,
during the month of January was
$606,556, according to the monthly
statement issysd by the Naval De-
partment today. In comparison to
January, 1918, when the total value
was $830,677, there is a decrease of
$224,121,

It was pointed out by the depart-
ment that the decreasg in value is due,
not to a falling off in the quantity of
fish taken but to a decrease in the
value of fish.This decrease in value
is caused by the fact that there is
now, throughout the Dominion, a sur-
plus of fish. A drop in the price
charged eonsumers should ultimately
result from this surplus,

On the Atlantic coast, the total
catch of cod and haddock for Jandary
was 30,944 cwts, as against 30)260
cwts,, for the corresponding month
last year. There was ah increase of
nearly 6,000 cwts. in the quantity of
smelts taken as compared with Janu-
ary, 1918, The total quantity of
lobsters landed up to the end of Janu-
ary, thig year was 3,271 cwts., against
2,694 cwts. during the same period

last year.
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STRIKE IN RUHR INDUSTRIAL -

AANAA e A

REGION IS STILL SPREADING

It Appears Increasingly Evident That Only a Small Minority
of the Strikers Are in Sympathy With the Spartacans and
Many Would go to Work if Permitted to so do.

Bétlin, Thursday, Feb. 20—(By The
Associated Press)—The strike iif the
Ruhr industrial region is still spread-
Ing, byt it appears to be increasingly
evident that only a small majority of
the strikers are in sympathy with the
Spartacans, and that the majority of
them would go to work if they were
permitted to do so,

Marshal Foch ig reported to have

to the di by the gov-
ernment of troops against Dusseldorf,
which I8 in the neutral zone Tixed by
the armistice.

The Spartacans have cut the rail-
way from Obherhausen, north of Es-
sen, to Dorsten, to prevent the trans.
portation of troops. They are also
all the roads by which sold-
come to the region.

iors

Armed Spartacans pass through all
the trains in the Ruhr district and re-
fuse to permit anybody suspected of
being a government soldier to proceed
further in the distrjct. They have
been expelled from the Elberfeld rail-
way station by governmenty;rces, but
at Balwan there was a rel frsal of
these conditions, the Spartacans seiz-
ing the railway station and public
buildings, and disarming the police-
men.

The government is reported to be
purposely refraining from local offen-
sives against the Spartacans, since
it is its desire to wait until an ade-

to clean up the whole district thor-

oughly.

had been outl eince the operation.
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Premier's temperament, he

to him a d
This afternoon the Premier’s visitors included Major-General Mor-
dacq, head of the military cabinet of the Ministry of War, Victor Boret,
*he French Food Minister, and Captaiu Rene Fonck, the French “ace of
Dr. Florant, whose name headed today’s morning bulletin,

legs amputated. His visit to the Premier today was the first time he

dence, Dr. Florant declared that, with his intimate knowledge of the

1 Gasparri, the
of Pope Benediet,

s M
Dr. Florant recently had one of his

When leaving M. Clemenceau's resi-

es M. (1 u's condition as

excellent.

“I conslaer M. Clemenceau out of danger,” he eaid.

extracting of ithe bullet, this need not be thought of, at least for the

present.”
For lunch M. Olemenceau ate soup, vegetables and a baked apple,

Land drank mineral water. This has been his menu for many years.

“As for the

)
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SAD, SILENT, IMPRESSIVE THRONGS
PAY HOMAGE TO THE DEAD

Thousands Walked in Reverent Procession Past the Bier of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier Friday—UEstimated That 75,000 Peo-
ple Will be at Funeral Today.

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Feb, 21.-~~Thirty thousand
people walked in reverent procession
past the bier of Wilfnid Laurier to-
day. From early moming until far
into the night men, women and evem
children stood.in line for hours wait-
ing their turn to take a last look at
the face of the departeéd statesman.
They passed through the chamber of
death at the rate of two thousand an
hour, o sad, sient, impressive throng,
some pausing long enough to cross

themselves, some holding children so;

that they might look upon the face
of the illustrious deag. it was a
strange and profoundly affecting
scene. Even a snowstorm this after-
noon failed to deter the people from
paying homage to the dead chief. Not-
withstanding the weather conditions
the throng increased insteaq of dimin-
ishing. The populace assembled in
such numbers, tonight, that the
streets leading to the parliament
buildings were choked and the Domin-
jon Police maintained  order with
great difficulty.

Although there were a large num-
ber of extra officers on duty, it was
found impossible to keep the crowds
in line without the use of ropes. All
sorts and condition’s of people made
the pilgrimage to the commons Cham-
ber where the dead statesmam's re-
mains repose amid a veritable garden
of flowers, palms and evergreens. Dis-
abled soldiers, reicently returned
from Flanders’ fields, hobbled in on
crutches, men and women in all walks
of life, and little children maintained
an unbroken line for fifteen hours.
They came from all parts of the vast
Dominion. New Brunswick in the far
east, was represented by its first citi-
zen, Hon. William Pugsley, lieutenant-

govermor of the province, and from
the western prairies came Hon, Frank
Oliver of Edmonton, the ever faithful
friend of the departed statesman.
Both were prominent members of the
iast Laurier cabinet.

Leading Conservatives also paid sin-
cere homage to tke great Liberal
leader, - Party was forgotten beneatn
the shadow of death.

So greatr was. the multitude tonight
that several womien fainted. Many
close friends of the distinguished
statesman have entered the  place
where his body reposes for the pur-
pose of séeing the beautiful floral tri-
butes, but they wouid not look wpon
the face of the dear dead, preferring
to remember the grand old chief as
they saw him in life.

Dear friends of the former prime
minister express® the hope that this
will ‘be the last state funeral. They
would have.,been better pleased if the
obsequies had not been of such a pub-
lic nature. The whole procedure has
given them offence. Sir Wilfrid, they
say, should have gone to his last sleep,
not in the gold braided tunic, satin
breeches and white silk stockings of
the Windsor uniform, but in the civil-
jan clothes in which he appeared in
parliament, upon the streets and the
platforms of the country.

Tomorrow's funeral wi be the most
imposing ever held in Canada. Speciai
trains, bearing thousamds of people
from all over the Duminion began to
arrive in the capital tonight, and it is

000 persons will take part in, or wit-
ness the burial of the man who had
won the hearts, not only of the people
of this continent, but who, on account
of his wise statesmanship, had been
honored abroad.

ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE
BAVARIAN MINISTER AUER

Shooting Took Place During a Session of the Landtag
While Auer Was Alluding to the Assassination of Kurt

Eisner, the Bavarian Premier—He is a Member of the

Majority Socialist Party.

Munich, Feb. 21.—(By The Assocl-
ated Press)—Perr Auer, Bavarian
minister of the interior, has been shot.

The shooting took place during a
session of the Landtag, while Auer
was alluding to the assassination of
Kurt Eisner, the Bavarian premier.
Auer fell, wounded in the left side,
and Deputy Osel was killed and two
gther officials were seriously wounded

The shotg were fired from the pub-
lic gallery and caused a panic among
the deputies.

Herr Auer is a member of the ma-
jority soclalist party. He first came
into prominence last November, at
the time of the revolt in Bavaria,
taking the portfolia of minister of the
interior in the new cabinet.

The following month, when the per-
fod of unrest in Munich became grave,
Aeur was compelled, at the points of
revolvers of revolutionists who visited
his home at night, to resign his port
folio, He was given two minutes in
which to go this. In his written resig-
nation Aeur declared that he wassur-
rendering to force. This did not gatis
fy the revolutionists, who demanded
a statemen that the‘reeignnuon was
voluntary.

A short time afterwards the minis-
ter and the council of the people af
Bavaria, expressed its anger over the
forcing of Aeur to relinquish his po-
sition, and declared that his resigna-
tion “naturally is void, and the minis-
ter remains a member of the govern-
ment.

The document was signed by Kurt
Risner, as minister-president. Auer

was the recipient of many expressions

ag a result of the Incident.

Last D ber seventeen pr

men, incltding one non-Bavarian
duke, were arrested in Munich,
chfirged with having been engaged
in a conference with the local sold-
fers’ council, It was asserted that a
revolutionary plot was on foot and
that Auer was connected with it.
Later in the Bavarian Chamber of
Deputies, Auer sald he hoped to in-
tervene with’ arms against Germany
it the unsettled conditions in Berlin
continued.

HEALTH BOARD
FOR KINGS MEETS
Organizes the County Into

Six Health Districts—Sus-
sex to be Headquarters.

Hampton, Feb. 21—The Board of
Eealth for Kings County met here to-
day and organized for the work of tha
year. Dr. Melvin, Provincial Health
Officer, and Dr. Brown, Imspector,
were present. All members of the
Ocunty Board, with the exception of
Q. W. Wetmore, who was ill, were
preseut. It was voted to make Suesex
{the headquarters of the Board, and
the first Wednesdays of June ani
December, the regular meeting times.

A. E. Person was chosen secretary.

quate number of troops is available of sympathy from throughout Bavaria, The county will be divided into six

‘liealth districts, with an inspector ia
charge of eack. district,

estimated that between 50,000 and 75,-!

Canadian Pacific Springs B:g
Surprise in Plans to Shift
Ocean Fleet to Portland

ELEVEN PERSONS'
LOSE LIVESIN
HOTEL FIRE

Fire in Boarding House at St.
Joviet Causes Death and
Heavy Damage.

Montreal, Feb. 21.—Eleven persons
are believed to have Deen burned to
death while another will probably die
as the result oi‘ a fire which destroy-
ed a boanding house at St. Joviet, on
Wednesday morning. A verdict of
accidental death was returned by Cor-
oner Labelle, of St. Jerome, after an
inquest held on the bodies of five per-
sons recovered.

The victims so far identified aro:"

Abondius Coupal, proprietor of the
boarding house; Miss Lauson, a ser-
vant; Jean Baptiste Thibeault, An-
toine Loquard and Isidore Passe,
boarders. Three other bodies, which
were not identified were also recover-
ed, while three other persons do not
answer to the roll call.

Mrs. Coupal, ‘wife of the proprietor,
was severely burned and will probahb-
1y die. She escaped by jumping from
a second-storey window into the snow.
Her child, one year and a half old,
she threw from the window before
jumping and saved its life, Two oth-
er men also jumped from the window
and, stark naked, ran w0 the C, P. R.
station, where they borrowed cloth-
ing and immediately left the place for
their hcmes in other villages. They
were not called to attend the inquest.

It was shortly before three o'clock
in the morning whemn the fire was dis-
covered and the neighbors ran to try
and save the building, but it was too
late. The three-storey wooden build-
ing was a mass of flames and it was
quickly destroyed.

Coroner Labelle, in his inquest,
found that the fire haa probably start-
ed in the dining room. Mrs, Coupal
despite her weak condition was able
to give a few details of the affair. She
had gone to bed and was awakened
by the smell of smoke.

PRINCESS BIDS
FAREWELL TO
FAMOUS REC'T

London, Feb. 21—(Canadian Associ-
ated Press from Reuters)—Princess
Patricia of Connaught bade farewell
today to the famous battalion of Ca-
nadian light infntry which bears her
name, agd of which she is the Colonel
in-Chief,

The battalion which only arrived in
Cngland from Belgium a fortnight ago
was inspected by the Princess at the
Canadian camp of Bramshott, near
Liphook. The men had with them the
colors which the Princess worked
with her own hands and presented to
them when they left Ottawa for
France, and which they carried
through many engagements. The
men were in fighting kit, and looked
extremely smart on parade.

After inspecting and addressing the
men, the Princess fixed to the colors,
which were preeented to her by an
officer on bended knee, a laurel wreath
in metal inscribed:

‘“T'o the Princess Patricla’s Cana-
dian Light Infantry from the Colonel-
in Chief, in recognition of their heroic
services in the great war, 1914-18,

The battalion marched nast its
Colonel-in-Chief to the inspiring skirl
of the bag pipes. It is noteworthy
that -the colors, presented by the
Princess, were the only ones carried
in action by British troops In this
war.

(BAVARIAN PREMIER
KILLED WHILE ON
WAY TO THE DIET

Feb. 21,
Elsner, the Bavarian premier, was
shot and %killeqd today by Lieuten-
ant Count Arco Valley as Eisner
was on his way from the foreign
ministry in Munich to the Diet,
says a Munich despatch.” The
shooting occurred in the Pranners-
trasse, and death resulted from
two shots fired from behind Into
his head.

Copenhagen, — Kurt

Eisner's body was carrfed into
the foreign ministry, where it les
in the porters lodge.

Soon after the shooting the
judicial and police authorities
arrived to Investigate the assassi-
nation. There was great excite-
ment in the streets of the city.

The Diet. which was holding its

first session today adjourned in-
ldeﬂnltely. J
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Assurances Have Been Given

That Proper Facilities for the

Unloading of Transatlantic Steamers Are to be Provided
by Federal and State Aid—C. P. R. Would be Heavy
Contender for Traffic With the G. T. R. by Using Port-

land Port.

{

i

Special to The Standard.

FPortland, Me., Feb. 21.-—Much sur-
prise was caused hene, this afternoou,
by the announcement that, now that
assurances had been given that proper
facilities are to be furnished for the
unloading of trans-Atlantic steamers,
by the erection of a new State pier,
the expense of which is to be bornd,
c¢qually, by the Federal and State Gov-
ernments, the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way had come forwand with a proposi-
tion to the Maine Central Railroad,
which, if accepted, will bring the
{inest steamships in the Canadian
trade to Portland. A great deal of
genuine satisfaction is felt here, for
It has brought about a situation that
this city, and in fact the better part
of New England, has long looked for-
ward to the coming of the Canadian
Pacifie.

About two years ago the Canadian
Pacific suggested to the Maine Cen-
tral Railroad that some sort of whavf
or pier facilities might be provided
for. At that time the Maine Central
officials did not feel that they were
in & position to provide docking facili-
ties for trans-Alllantic vessels, and the
ncgotiations. were dropped.

Now that the Canadian Pacific will
secure a State pier, at this pont, it is
ready to come to Portland, and that
big Canadian railway system will
surely be welcomed.

In the erection of a state pier here
Canadian Pacific lines will have a con-
nection with the Maine Central at
Newport, Vt., or possibly Cookshire,
Que. Railroad men say that it would
be rather an easy matter to make
connections for a through service*at
egither point. Should the connection
be made at Newport the trains over
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LABOR CONFERENCE
AT HALIFAX

Eight Thousand
Names Added
List — Property
Can't Collect for Damages
from Recent Riots.

Halifax, Feb. 21—The voters’ list
for Halifax City, on which Provinciat
elections are held, previous to the
revision now finished, numbered :
000 names, During the past week the
names of more than 8,0000 women
were added. This will make a total
21,000. ‘The Registration closed
vesterday.

The property owners who suffered
loss by this week's rioting are not
likely to obtain compensation from
the < y This opinion is based on
claim for compensation, as a result of
the riot more ¢han a year ago, when
attempts were made to set fire to ti
City Hall. Last December the soli
tor for the Pallister estate sent a
claim to the city for the damage done
to property belonging to that estats
broken plate glass, which was smash-
ed during the riot. The claim was
submitted to the city solictor who
gave the following opinion: “In re-
spect to the above claim, all T have to
oy is that the city is not liable for
damages occasioned by riots.”

The same rule holds now.

A Labor conference will be held in
Halifax next week.

Women's
Voting
Owners

to

of any matters that will benefit the
welfare of the working man. Possibly
a Provincial Federation of Labor will
be formed, and it may be decided to
form a Nova Scotia Independent Labor
Party. sentative from each
labor trade organization in the Prov-
ince will attend the conference, which
will extend over three day

The conference
will be devoted entirely to discussion |

the Canadian Pacific bound for Porte
land, would come down to St. Johns-
bury, Vermont, over the Boston and
Maine Railroad and themce over the
Maine Central into Portland.

The Canadian Pacific has been anXs
ious to get part of the export business
from this port and the big stymbling
block has been the lack of proper
piers where their ships might dock.
The only docks of sufficient size, and
provided with sufficient depth of
waters, are owned by the Grand
Trunk Railway

The Allan Line, which sent ships to
Portland for many years and main-
tained a regular service between this
port and Glasgow until about four
years ago, was purchased by the
Canadian Pacific, and, since that time,
the Allan Line has not sent a ship to
Portland. The ships of the line being
transferred to Halifax, St. John and
other ports.

Portland, it is pointed-out, has many
advantages as an export port over
Halifax and other Caradian ports on
the Atlantic coast. This port is only
207 miles from Montreal, while the
aistance from Montreal to Falifax 18
757 miles and there is a long rail

haul” of 482 miles from Montreal to
St. Jokr,

Inland freight rates are 20 cents per
ton higher to Montreal from Halifax,
than from Montreal to Portland from
inland points on export business.

In years past the grades in the
White Mountains, especially Crawford
Noteh, would be an obstacle for heavy
| freight trains, but railroad officials
gay that this obstacle has been over-
| come, mow, as larger and more POWers
! ful locomotives have been provided
and any difficulty from this source
is not considered serious.
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ALBERTA MINERS
MAKE DEMANDS

Want Certain Police Officials
Removed, Also “Orders in
Council’” Under Which
They Have Suffered.

21.—At today’s
ot Number 18, miners’
convention here, a resolution was
sed calling upon the minister of
at Ottawa to dismiss Defec-
tive Lobb and Police Superintendemt
Pennyfather of Lethbridge, for alleg-
ed persecution of miners in connec.
| tion with searches for banned litera-
ture. It was further resolved to try
to bring about a general strike im
Canada as a whole, "unless these or-
ders<in-council are , removed under
which we have suffered for so long.”
The convention then entered intdo
a closed s

ADDITIONAL TAX

London, Feb.
sociated Press

session of Dis

, (By Canadian Ase
1hie treasury stited
in answer to a question in the House
of Cowmmons that an additional tax of
13 on the pound in respret

to dividends of securities mot loaned
to the government more particuiurly
investments in the dominjons, such as
Pacific Railway, will

il fifth,

MOST UNUSUAL CASE

{ Toronto, Feb. 21.—"“This is the most
{umfsual ¢ I ha ever heard of
|declared Magistrate Kingsford today
| when he convicted Vim Bow, a Chi-
nese dishwasher at the Walker House,
|01' the theft of spoons and forks.

“In all my experience I have never
{had a Chinaman brought me on &
charge of theft.” :

LLOYD GEORGE EMPHASIZES THE,
GRAVITY OF STRIKE. AT THIS TIME

Gives the Miners Some Plain

State Cannot be Meddled

London, Feb. 21,.—The official report
of Premier Lloyd George's speech to
thg Minens’ Legislative. Committee,
Thursday, which was made public to-
Jay for the first time, shows that the
government, appgrentty, has no set-
tled policy, as yet, about the national
ization of mimes.

The premier, indicating his readi.
ness to set a time limit for the Royal
Commission’s report on the question
of wages, hours and other matters,
said it was difficult to impose such a
limit on the question of nafionaliza-
tion, because the discussion would in-
volve the “future management amd
control of mines, wirether joint control
by employers and wurkmen, or wheth-
er nationalization, or the present sys-
tem should be continued.”

Mr. Lioyd George devoted himself,
largely, te emphasizing the gravity of
a strike at the presemt time, when the
nation is erippled by the gigantic cost
of the war, and its industries are vir

Talk and Intimates That the
With in These Trying Days.

tually at a standstill. He said thag
(moreu\'er a coafiict, under existing
| circumstances, would not, as formerly,
i be a conflict between miners and mine
{ owners, but between the mmens and
ithe state.

The premier said he could conceive
of nothing graver than such a con-
flict, because the state would dbe un-
able to surrender without abdicating
its functions. Another serious reason
against the stoppage of work, Mr.
Lloyd George added, was the effect it
would have on the distribution of food
and the possibility of causing serioua
privations to the commumity,

For all these reasons the premier °
concluded, it was the earnest business
of the government, as well as of the
miners to find a way out of the difficul-
1ty. For the government to purchase
a few weeks' peace by surrender, he
declared, would omly aggravate the;
trouble




