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NEW BRUNSWICK SCHOOLS.

The report of the chief superintendent of schools

interesting publication,

for the province ought to be an
and it always repays careful study. This year's issue
is the first for which Mr. Carter may be held responsible,

but the period of which it is a re cord belongs partly

to the regime of Dr. Inch. Of course the recommenda-
tions made and the opinions expressed are those of the
present superintendent.

Mr, Carter laments the scarcity of teachers of the
higher classes, and indeed of all grades, observing that
the

male teachers,

g many of our best, especially the

West is attract

13 reports a substantial, though still
insufficient increase in salaries, and commends “the St.
“John board and its excellent chairman, R. B. Emer-
‘son, Esq.,” which “has set an example worthy of the
“imitation of all towns and school districts in raising
“the salaries of their teachers,” and in making provision
for those incapacitated by illness or length of service.

Whatever may be thought by some St. John trustees
of a public high school system, the figures show that
the number of pupils in the high school grades is in-
it of all proportion to the general increase
chools. In ten years the number of students
has increased from 1,656 to 2,100, while
ent in the public schools has been prac-

There was a gain‘of 176 in the high
last year.
s heartily in favor of physical training
nd girls, and evidently looks with favor on
roposed military drill for which the Strathcona
kes provision. The superintendent finds that
tension of the summer vacation in the country to
correspond with that given in cities has met with gener-
3ut he does not wish to see the holidays
further extended. It is found impossible to reconcile
the demands for increased courses of study in the
schools, with those for longer vacations.

The blue-book contains reports of the inspectors, in-
cluding the first one from Mr. W. M. McLean, who suc-
ceeds Mr. Carter in the district of St. John and Char-
lotte. Mr. McLean admits a feeling of diffidence in
reporting to Mr. Carter the conditions in a district with
which the superintendent is familiar, and the inspector
is only beginning to get acquainted. But after long
ence with city graded schools the inspector finds
allowing for disadvantages, the country schools
compare favorably in efficiency with those in the eity
But he fears that as a result of the frequent change
of teachers too much attention is paid to the older and
more advanced pupils, while the younger ones are some-

al acceptance,

times neglected. Mr. McLean is impressing on the
teachers in his jurisdiction the necessity of paying more
attention to those just beginning their school life,

One of the most interesting reports is that of Mr.
Kidner, the director of the Manual Training and House-
bhold Sei partments. He states that the new
manual schoc n Sussex and St. John are doing ex-
cellent work, 8 ¢ and Hampton employing the same
teacher, as do St. Stephen and Milltown. In St. An
drews 100l a aunch and serviceable row boat was
built, and worth noting that the instructor in this
case v lady, Miss Currie. For greater certainty
a pictu of boat on the water, with a rower and
f passenge is printed. Likewise there is a cut of
@ canoe m in the Hampton school. Roachville and

Bloomfield mentioned as rural schools in which ex-
cellent and varied manual work has been done, in-

cluding fu which is also shown in a picture.
Hous Science is also vindicating fitself as a

school su The two rooms in St., John devoted to

this art crowded. Sussex has developed a well

organized s em, in which practical household economy
is illustrated Mr. Kidner is devising a simple scheme
for introdu work in the rural schools. He
has, however, to make the embarrassing admission that
the provincial normal school has not yet taken up
household science. The department is doing the next
best thing in accepting the teaching diplomas given by
Mt. Allison ladies’ college.

this

ing

OUR “NEW” CRUISER.

The Toronto News gives the following interesting
fnformation concerning the “Niobe:"—

“Rear-Admiral 8. Eardley-Wilmot wrote in 1901 a
monograph on ‘The British Navy, Past and Present,’
which was published by the Navy League and widely
circulated. At that time the first-class protected cruiser
Niobe was only three years old. The Admiral referred
1o it and other cruisers of the same type as follows:—
“The Diadem class of 11,000 tons has proved successful
in steaming capacity, though the armament is considered
defective by many, because it comprises no gun heavier
than the six-inch. 'There are eight of these vessels.
like the Powerful and Terrible, the protection to vital
- parts from shot and shell is limited to armor within

' the hull in the form of a protective deck. The exposure
of the side at the waterline to perforation by small
projectiles augmented by the development of quick fire
guns has led us to revert to the armored cruiser, and
thirty

:

construction.’

‘pects a journal owned by the dredging contractor con-

of the gun. The six-inch projectile will plerce twenty
inches of iron under the same conditions.
“While the decision of the Canadian Gov:
buy the Niobe rather than the Rainbow is
in a sense, it must be plain that, as a fighting engine, it
is behind the age. With two Indomitables as the
nucleus of our fleet, Canada would be rendering real
service to the Empire, instead of making an elaborate
and theatrical pretence.”

TEACHERS' PENSIONS.

The teachers’ pension act Is eriticised because there
are few who can qualify under it. Mr, Copp has heard
that only two in the whole province will be entitled to
pensions. This was too absurd a statement for even
Mr. Copp to make on his own responsibility. As a
maiter of fact the age limit and the service limit are
those proposed by the teachers themselves. Their dele-
gates computed that on the basis of $400 pension for
men and $250 for women the amount required to meet
the claims would have been $3,850 in 1909. This sup-
posed that about twelve teachers would go on the
pension list at the beginning. It was calculated that

the amount required would, fifteen years hence, be
$12,250, which means a retiring allowance for some
forty teachers,

But whether the number be large or small it will
include all women over fifty-five, and all men over sixty,
who have been teaching thirty-five years. It will
not be considered a grievance by teachers that they
are expected to continue in active service to these ages,
or for this length of time. Some will continue longer
if they are permitted to do so. But it will relieve
them of a great anxiety to know that age and retirement
from their life work will not leave them without some
provision for their maintenance.

It may be that this system will be found an induce-
ment for teachers to remain in the profession. This
would be a gooed thing. There are now between 1900
and 2000 public school teachers in the province. About
300 received licenses last year. Over 350 new teachers
were engaged in--the two terms. After allowing for
the total increase in the number of teachers, this means
that more than 300 disappeared annually from the pro-
Only three teachers in every five have been
more than three years in the service. Only a little
over one in four have been teaching more than seven
years. Probably there is no profession in which
the survivors after thirty-five years would be so few,
and so deserving of reward as that of school teachers.

fession.

WHARF VALUATORS.

Should the time come for the city to transfer its

wharf property to the federal government, effort might
be made by the municipality to obtain a valuation by
the same officlals who appraised the sawdust wharf at
Richibucto. It would be still better if Mr. Loggie,
dredging contractor, and the other partakers of govern-
ment patronage who think that the government paid mid-
dleman Murray too little, should confirm the valua-
tion. This is supposing that they would deal with a
St. John city property in the same spirit as they dis-
play in valuing the property of a middleman. There
is the more reason for action in this direction, since
the Public Works Department recently mentioned a
price for the city property far below the cost of the
new structures alone. In fact the Richibucto process
was reversed by the minister who proposed to leave
the city a large loser while his Kent county friend was
enabled to turn over his recently acquired property to
the government at seven times the market price which
he had paid,
The people of St. John are not after a rake-off, and
if Mr. Pugsley's subordinates and beneficiaries were to
propose to pay them seven millions for property which
cost one million, they would not justify the excessive
payment or claim the amount, They would not expect
the gentleman whose business it i8 to endorse the
transaction that the politicians make, to give such lavish
valuations as are meant for the middlemen. But these
appraisers could hardly value a Richibucto property at
seven times the market price and a St. John property
at less than half its value,

THE ARRANGEMENT WITH GERMANY.

It is clear that the removal of thé surtax on German
goods will cause a considerable disturbance in trade.

Commerce and industry had adjusted themselves to
the conditions, and the readjustment must produce
some inconvenience, Some industries in Canada

which have been established or enlarged to meet the
demand growing out of the exclusion of German knitted
goods and other articles will suffer.

We may expect an energetic and persistent effort
by German producers and exporters to capture some of
the Canadian market now supplled by Great Britain.
The dumping clause will serve some purpose to mitigate
this invasion, but there is no doubt that the British trade
will gsuffer geriously. One effort of this may be increas-
ed British interest in the tariff preference, It does not
appear that Germany has given Canada any concessions
nearly so important as she herself obtains by the re.
moval of the surtax,

The adopfion of the board of control system of
civie government as suggested by Ald. Kelley at a recent
meeting of the common couneil, would probably be a
change for the better as far as St. John is concerned.
The introduction of business principles into the ad-
ministrative machinery should greatly facilitate the
conduct of the city's business, To a certain extent
the board of control system is a departure from the
old ideals of democracy, but it undoubtedly meets an
obvious need-——the better adjustment of eiviec administra-
tion to the new conditions of life in large ecities. A
board of control would occupy much the same position
and perform the same functions as a board of directors in
a private industrial enterprise. Its members would be
independent of the council in so far as the administrative
direction of affairs is concerned, but they could be held
accountable to the people for their actions, "

It seems almost unnecessary for the Telegraph to
express disapproval of the course of Dr. Daniel and Mr.
Crocket in exposing the dredging scandals. Who ex-

cerned, and by the middleman who got $35,983 dredging
rake-off, to think well of such exposures? “Theirs is
“a losing game, as the event will show,” says the Tele-
graph of Dr. Danjel and Mr. Crocket. As to the
proprietors of the Talemv\, theirs is & gaining game,
financially, as the event has shown,

Mr, Carvell, with s majority on his side, has s dis-
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WATCHES,

JEWELRY,
DIAMONDS, etc.

Ferguson & Pag
Diamond Importers and Jewelers, -

41 KING STREET

-

nounce it to be -
THE BEST FOR STEAM
THE BEST FOR OPEN

'Phone 1172, main.

SALMON ASH COAL

Railroads, Factories and Individuals who are using this NEW
COAL mined in the ONLY DEEP mines of New Brunswick, pro-

PURPOSES,
FIRES,

THE BEST FOR HOUSEHOLD USE,

THE BEST FOR THE MONEY, AND FREE

FROM SLACK AND DIRT.
Prompt deliveries from coal sheds, Duffie Wharf, Charlotte St.,
Sold in any quantity, from a peck to a cargo.

Canadian Coal Corporation P. 0. Box 13.

“THE POOR M

I've got me a tilloch of land,

I drink me potheen when I may,
I'm ten-and-six stone as I stand,
And I thravel to Glenn in a shay,

I've gathered me pittance and more,
I've feathered me bit av a nest;
And they call me the friend of the

poor——
Me! needin’ as much as the rest.

For I'd barther me last stone av meal,
If once through the Ballybree rain
She'd waken and whisper and steal
The ghost av dead Moira McShane,

Ave the lea and the long av it stands,
That I'd give all me bochaleen brawn,
And me fool of a shay and me lands
For that whisp of a girl that is gone.
—Arthur Stringer.

A Daily
Short Story

THE SOUATTER

By A. M. Perkerson,

After a stop at Haley's where the
Kid punched the fact into a tender-
foot's head that cowboys are - not
known as cowboys in the present day
of enlightment, but as riders, which
is infinitely more refined, the ‘bunch
whirled away in a cloud of dust.
“Pirst we're goin’ to hustle out that
squatter,” Shoshone had explained.
The eight put their horses into a
faster gallop and swept onward. They
were fighting the battle of the ranch-
men. Prairie lands which the rancher
had first settled, undergoing every
nardship in doing so, were being
steadily taken by settlers to whom
the government allotted 160 acres each
for a homestead. The ranchmen at
jast had drawn a deadline beyond
which they had tacitly agreed not to
move a step.
As they clattéred up, a thin, weazen-
ed little man came to the door of the
hut. He had off his hat, showing a
meager thatch of gray hair, and he
peered at them through near-sighted
eyes.
““Howdy, boys,” he said timidly,

The bunch dismounted, and Shos-
hone acted as spokesman.
“Stranger,” he said, with a long
drawl, “a skunk’s come into these
parts when it hadn't oughter have,
and we're aimin’ to shoot some holes
in it or turn it back.”
“Guess you're goin’ to let me have
a say, boys?’ 3
“Sure,” said Shoshone. “Go ahead,
“Well, boys, I came west last month.
Guess you see I ain't set up very
strong? Because of that I decided
'd get a claim out here, and then
bring out the missus and the Kkids.
When I got here I found there wasn’t
any claims left but this land, and I
knew how it was, I thought you boys
was right. It was yours. But I got
a letter sayin’ that two of the kids
was sick, and medicine had took about
all the money. It was up to me to do
something, and I took a chance and
proved this claim. That's about the
way it is.”

He puffed at his pipe meditatively.
“Hard ”* commented the Kid,

sympathetically.
““prig for a fact,” said Shoshone.
He looked kindly at the little man,|

floor. : :
“Nobody can blame you, You was
up against it for fair.
can't let you stay. nnnt ke
the square thing.” He reach
one pocket and pitched several pieces
of money on the floor. “T s my
share.”

The others promptly followed his
example. It was quite a pile of gol

little man ed up.
B ankoe, boys,” be maid “Guess
you'll want supper now?”

then at the rest seated about on thej,

‘After the Holidays’

“We are now MARKING: TIME,
especially on watches, clocks and
jewelry,”” that | am MARKING|
DOWN to almost cost prices, and
they must go to make room for)
other lines soon coming in.

A SPLENDID LINEOF

GENTS’ WATCHES
of most reliable makes, in SOLID
GOLD, GOLD FILLED, Silver and
GUN METAL cases.

A fine assortment of Ladies’
latest styles Hunting, Open Chat.|
aline Cases and also Wristlet
Watches now so popular every:
where,

Call and see goods and get prices.

Special personal attention given
to all repair work on the premises
and satisfaction guaranteed,

W. Tremain Gard,

Goldsmith, Jeweler and Opticlan.f}
NO. 77 CHARLOTTE STREET.

They met as Soshone was slowly
returning and looked peculiarly at
each other,

“Can’t find him,” said the Kid. “and
what’s worse, all the loose change we
had after last night's donation, is
gone.”

Soshone led the ‘way silently into
the hut.

“Friends and fellow citizens,” he
sald, “herels a little epistle I found
where the horses oughter been, It
reads:

“'Dear Boys:—I ain't the squatter.
His shack’s a mile further on, and
I've just been a-stayin’ here a night
or two. I know you won't grudge me
the horses and the extra change when
I tell you I have a feeling that anoth-
er one of the kids is sick.”

For a while there was eloquent sil-
ence,

“Guess we'd better go over and kick
the stuffin’ outer this squatter,” said
the Kid.

HARVEY.

Harvey Station, Feb. 17 —Yester
day James T. Swan & Sons of Tweed:
side unloaded a car of corn at the
station. This is their second car for
this season. The bulk of the first
car was retailed at $1.65 per hundred
weight (cracked corn). It is sald
that the price of corn is soaring.
Ed. Swan has been securing lumber
with which to build a new house. It
looks as if Ed. were preparing for
somebody.

It is reported that Mr. John E.
Coburn, formerly in the employ of
the Farmers’ Trading Co., is soon
to erect A new general store at
Moffat's Corner. Mr. Coburn re
signed his former position owing to
ill health. Now he Is much improved
and expects to take up work again.
The funeral of Mrs. David Listér
of York Mills, who died in the Vie-
toria hospital, Fredericton, was large-
ly attended on Friday last. There
were upwards of 70 teams followed
the remains to Harvey burying
ground. The service was conducted
by Rev. M, J. MacPherson, B. D.
Mrs, Lister was the eldest daughter
of James Coburn and was highly
esteemed for her many amiable
qualities, Much sympathy is express-
ed for her bereaved husband and two
children, Alice and Nellie,

Herb Little, of Brockway, and Geo.
Nesbitt, of Little Settlement, have
been working this winter for Percy
Anderson, Lawrence * Station. They
are getting out pulp wood and are
doing - well considering weather con-
ditions.

Lorne Little has been cutting lum-
ber a couple of miles from York
Mills. He has a crew of men work-

g with him, among whom are Jack
Lister, Pemberton Little and Roy
Coburn. Logs are being hauled to
York Mills and sold to Mr. A} ds

SALE

OFIWMPAE.EE :

20 p.C.
Discount

'Phone 697

H. L. & J. T. McGOWAN, Ltd.,

139 PRINCESS STREET.

Any Pattern.

Loose Leaf Sheets Ruled and Punched to

BARNES & CO., Ltd.,

MANUFACTURING STATIONERS.

84 Prince William Strect.

LOOSE LFAF BINDERS
LOOSE LEAF HOLDERS

@ -

EDGECOMBE

HIGH=
CLASS

104 KNG STREET

TAILORS

Importers of High-Grade Cloths for Gentlemen's Wear,

& CHAISSON,

TRINITY  BLOCK,

The scholars in the congregation
of Harvey have led the Presbyterian
church in Canada in the number of
awards given for scripture memory
work and catechism for the year 1909
The number of certificates and diplo-
mas received reached the high mark
of 280.

The W. F. M. 8. held a largely at-
tended meeting in the village church
on Wednesday last,

WOODSTOCK.

Woodstock, Feb. 18.—A party of
twenty-five will leave this county on
March 2nd in a tourist car for Van-
couver where they will make their
homes. Amongst the number will be
Miss Lillan McCready, of Jackson-
ville; Elbridge Hallett and family,
of Haviock; H. E. Gardner, of Flor-
enceville; Harry Smullen and Alfred
Moores, of Woodstock, Mr. and Mrs.
D. W. Stewart and child will leave
for the same city about March 15.

Miss Edna Hayden of the operating
staff of the N, B. Telephone Co., of
Woodstock, is in St. John to qualify
as instructor of toll line operating
for this division.

John Grey has been selected from
two score of applicants to fill the
position of janitor at the post office,
made vacant by the death of Charles
Trafton.

Mr. and Mrs, E. W, Mair are spend-
ing the week in Montreal.

Mrs. J. A, Lindsay and Mrs, J.
Turney have Jeft for Barton, Sun-
bury county, to yisit their father
Mr. McCain.

George Sutton, who fell and dislo-
cated his shoulder while at work
last week, is able to be around town
today.

George 8. MacLauchlan, who has
been editor and manager of the
Sentinel for about a year, has server-
ed his connection with that journal
and may take charge of the Victoria
County News, a Liberal newspaper,
which has recently been purchased
by Hon. J. K. Flemming, Charles
Curless and others. .

Mayor Jones, Warden Stevens and
Couns. Balmain and Tracy are ex-
pected home today from Campbellton
where they were attending the con-
vention of the Union of New Bruns-
wick Municipalities,

Charles Combers, T. B, L. Ketchum
and Judge Carleton are attending
County Court at Andover.

President Dibblee is In receipt of
a letter from J. J. F. Winslow, See-
retary of the St. John Valley Rail-
way Co. asking that the local board
of trade appoint delegates to be
present in Fredericton when the
Valley Railway legislation comes up,
and expressing the opinion that the
prospect looks  favorable. When the
delegates are in Fredericton the an-
nual meeting of the Valley Railway
Co. will be held.

e —

WATERBOROUGH,

Waterborough, Feb. 12.—The funeral
of the late James P. Ferris took place
here today, at 10.30 a. m. The funer-
al service was held in the Baptist
Church by the Rev. Mr. McKenzie,

The .bearers were:—Messrs. C.
H. Mott, C. B. Botsford, Willlam Ro-
berts,and T. A. Ferris,

Interment was made in the Baptis
Call‘uoug :;. ;{nerboro. Gy
r. C.. H. Mott had the misfortune
to be struck by a horse he was clip-
m‘ the other day, in the face, but
unately received only a lame nose
and eye, 5
{Mr. Gordon Clarke of this place,
had the‘ misfortune to cut his foot
‘while re wood the other

tle.

Mr. Baldwin and his wife gave a
show in Taylor's Hall last evening.
Mr. Baldwin has is ' but
three feet in height and does mar-
velous feats by means of his toes.

d { He is also an expert ventriloguist.

Mesérs. J. \W Taylor and Albert
Little were in Fredericton last week.

has been visiting at York Mills, re
urned home on M
Mr. and Mrs.
Adam, have been visiting here since
Mrs. Lister's funeral. Mrs,
has been ill but is mow much im-

Mrs. Alex, Skene of McAdam, who|A. Wi

Bd. Coburn, of Me-|

g i
day and consequently s lald up.
Prof. and Mrs. B, Stone Wi 8 in-

tend leaving for Boston and New York
next week en route for home

at Ottawa.
Waterborough, = Feb,
Lukes )
Chureh, Sunday evening at 7.30, by the
assisted

u.'-—vSuvl'ee
was held in 8t,
Rev. G. E. Tobin,

Lay
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Isn’t It
Foolish?

To keep on straining your)
eyes, when it is so easy for
us to make things comfort-
able for you. What causes
a slight strain now may
eventually develop into a
serious defect.

Anyone who reads or does
near work for even a short
time knows to a certainty
whether or not he is strain-
ing his eyes.

Stop it at 7least long

enough to consider the con-
sequences, then have us ex-
amine your eyes,

Do it at once; it will pay.

L.L. Sharpe & Son,

21 King Street, St John, N. B.

Just a little |
Over the

Price of a Postage
Stamp.

Sc. & day fn fact will keep your
clothes cleaned and pressed for
@ month. Investigate this.

WILBUR & WATTERS.

20 WATERLOO 8T.

A Pleasant Sight

FOR PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYERS is
the crowds of bright young men and
women now in attendance.  All are
working with a snap and earnestuess
which indicates that their work is both
interesting and instructive. Now is a
good time to enter.

CALL AND SER US,

| AMERICAN ANTHRACIT
SC0TON ANTHRACHTE
OLD MINE SYONEY

H
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REQERVE

Delivered In bulk er in bage i
Prices low

R.P.& W.F Starr,
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