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Oocusin Edward.

HOW HE LEARNT HIS LESSON,

ing that she loved him *‘ quite enough 1
{ for happiness,” she had agreed that the !
marriage should take place as soon as

CHAPTER 1. : all needtul arrangements could be made.

““Oh, what have I done! What | “ You know, Nellie,” said she, as the |
haverI done !” exclaimed Nellie, under | two sat sewing in the garden one hot
her breath, as sad and dismayed she | afternoon, while Edward was out on
hurried up the garden path. ¢ He ! his rounds, it really does not do to |
will never be kind to me any more. | lové a person too mnch. You are cer-
How conld I have said such a thing !’ | tain to become a slave to his whins and
And her hands trembled so that she ! caprices if you I
could scarcely lift the latch of the old- I made up my mind that 1 would marry |
fashioned door, and she turned away to | @ man who loved me, and that if 1 had
«uiet herself a little before going in. @ reasonable liking for him in return, }

The garden was lovely and luxuriant, | he would not expect or even wish any
and heavy dews, weighing down the | thing more.”
heads of all the beautiful blossoms,
made it still more lovely in the calm,
clear light of the moon which shone so
brightly overhead. But with a sich
Nellie crept ont of the glory of silver
light, and paced to and fro beneath a
vow of rugged elms, whose far-spreading
branches cast a fretwork of shadow |
over the flowery borders and neatly-
uravelled paths below.

Nellie glanced up at the rambling old
farmhouse, which had been her home
for 8o many years. How she loved it !

do. have alw

Nellie made some reply, she scarcely
knew what, and then she went
thinking the watter over. Had she |
been exalting love to an undue value? |
With her it had stood before every-
thing. *Ifa man would give all the |
substance of his house for love,it would
utterly be contemmned.” She had en-
tirely endorsed the sentiment. Bus
now, was it possible that she had made
a mistake ! Gracie Bassett was a yea
or two older than herself, and probably
knew better than she did.. Neverthe- |

Every nook and corner that it contained | less,at the conclusion of her cogitations,

was dear to her. Nellie shook her head, and half smiled

‘I have it, and all in it, left to me,” ! , and half-sighed as she  answered :

she said, in a soft, sad tone, ‘‘ and denr ¢ Well, you have of feourse, a right

father and mother, too. A happy, { to your own opinicn, Gracie, but I

happy home it has always been, and I ! must say I don’t agree with jou. T

am thaukful for it! But, O, Edward, | think that I would rather die than

how could you be so unkind? O, how | marry a man whom I'did not love with
couldyou?” all my heart.”
She listened, fancying she could-hear | And Nellie gathered up her sewing
his departing footsteps yet. And per- | and went into the house, singing as she
* haps, she might have done so. went :
With lofty looks and disdainful curve ¢ Love shall still be lord of all.”

of his rather thin lips, he was on his CHAPTER IIL

way home, along the winding lanes. The weddiug was over. The hn[.ley.

He was a man of five-and-thirty, while | moon was over also, and Mrs. Melville,
" Nellie was scarcely twenty. She was

simple and innocent as a child, but he

had learnt many a lesson in the school
of life ere this. Yet another was in
store for him, and probably another
and another, for while we live we must

on |

richly dressed, and looking very lovely,
with Edward as an attentive and de
voted hnsband beside her, wgs receiv-
ing her guests. X

Nellie was among them.
paler than usual, and her free, happy,
learn ; and we will learn—so foolish are | girlish Jaugh was gone fgrcver. Ye
we—in the most costly and laborious | she, too, looked lovely this afternoon
way, for the most part. ** Experience | in her pretty blue silk dress and cottag:
keeps a dear school,” says the proverb, hurmet,'and there was a sweetness an
“ but fools will go to no other.” And beauty in the expression of, her gentl
are we not all fools until hard and in- | young face, that went far beyond any
exorable experience has knocked and | mere beauty of feature. :
Enesdid wisdom into us! And one The house was handsome and well-
lesson which Edward Melville prided | appointed, the servants were models o.
himself on having learnt was the value attentive reslvegt. All seemed as it
of money. He was a bachelor, and so should be. Nellie stayed tl}e remainder
he made up his mind he would remain | of the day, and saw nothing that she
until he could find a woman with money did not like. Edward was forever on
who would be his wife. He himself was | the watch to please Grace, and she, for
a country doctor, and, with a very small | her part, took it all as her dng, m.ul 80
and not increasing practice, it would | far gave him her sweetest smiles in re-
never do to marry and have nothing but | turn. What more could be “““‘f’d !
that to depend upon, he told himself. Only a few \me{ks passed. Nellie was

He had generally escorted Nellie to | invited to dine with them. After din-
her own door, after their evening walks, | ner they were moving abuut.tvhe. draw-
but this evening he had left her just | ing-Toom, and Grace was exhibiting to
outside the gate. He was her aunt’s | Nellic some choice bouquets ot ﬁmr-ers
step-son. She had known him all her | which had been sent her that morning.
young life, and had always called him | They had all been arranged on one
Cousin Edward, all unsuspicions of the | table, in accordance with a whim of the |
feeling which was steadily gathering | young wife, who dec]zfl'ed that the effect
strength within her heart, till this even- | of their richness and color was lost when
ing. And Edward, for his part, had | they were scattered.
always treated her as a mere child. But Edward had not heard her say

‘“ A glorious night !” he murmured, | this.
as he leisurely pursued his way ; and as ““Let me put this blue vase here
he looked round at hamlet and trees Gracie,” he unwittinglv began, remoyg
and wayside brook, and picturesque | ing it, as he spoke, to another table.
furm-houses dotted here and there, all | ** There ! It shows to advantage now !
sleeping in the moonlight, the disdainful Grace, with heightened color, deliber
curve left his lips, and pride and hau- | ately walked to the table, and taking uy
teur smoothed themselves away from | the vase, restored it to its former
his brow. tion.

“ Poor little Nellie!” he said again, ¢ It is quite out of the way there,’
with something like a complacent smile. | she said, stiffly, ‘“and this is where I
‘* I suppose, then, that she cares a little | wish it to be, Edward.”
more for me than I deserve. It is a| ¢ How great a matter a little fire
great bore, for of course it is_out of the | kindled !” Edward’s color also rose.
question that I should—that T could—">4 yet he did not lovk angry.

He paused, and began humming a ‘“ And I wish that it should
tune, and switcling the dew-laden | here,” he returned, once more taking up
hedges with his walking-cane. the vase ; and then le addcd half re-=

*“No,” he presently recommenced, proachfully, half playfully. ** You pro-
** one must have enough to be comfort- | mised to obey me, Gracie, did younot !"
able. And Nellie has got nothing, and | ' “Don’t be so ridiculons, Edward !
I have got next to nothing. One may | And her eyes flashed, and she looked as |
put up with the want of a little senti- | if she would have dashed the flowers
ment, I should imagine, if one has a | from his hand, and before he conld set
tolerable - settlement in life. At all |'them down, she had taken them from
events, I mean to try it.” him, and finally placed them in the
| particular spot she had chosen-

Edward looked pained, and Nellic
mused wonderingly over it all, as he in
moody silence escorted her home
Could all this have happened in a house !
where lovewaslord? No, indeed. ‘‘A
m}man,” thought Nellie, *“ who loves,
loves also to ohey.”

But this proved to be only the be-
ginning of small discomforts and dis-
agreements. Many months passed,
Grace grew more imperious than ever,
and Edward’s face lost all its brizhtness,
and he seemed day by day to grow old
and silent and sad.  And when Nellie
went to see them now, she found that |
unless Grace expected visitors,she took |
but small pains with herself, remarking :
sumetimes to Nellie,as they went down |
stairs for the evening :

I have not dressed, Nellie. Of course !
you don’t mind, and there’s nobody else |
but Edward.” :

Nobqdy but Edward! Love wonld

%AI/
She wa

posi-

stand

CHAPTER II.

*‘ You will go to meet Miss Bassett,
I suppose, Nellie?” inquired her
mother.

‘0, yes, mother. Edward was good
enough to say that he would drive me
to the station in. his dog-cart, and he
wilk bring us both home, too. He says
that a rich younglady like Miss Bassett
will not care to walk a mile, even along
our lovely lanes, be is sure.”

Perhaps there was theslightest under-
tone of sarcasm in Nellie's voice, for
her mother glanced at her as if in sur-
prise, without replying.

.Edward had given Nellie, bit by bit,
and with a good deal of tact, his ideas
upon the subject of money, and of the
comfort to be derived from a proper use
of it. Outwardly the two were as good
friends as ever. At heart, however, he
was carefully on his guard, while Nellie,
tender’and gentle natured though she
was, could not - help slightly despising ‘ have made him all the world to Nellie.
him. *“ I would wear my prettiest and best |

Miss Bassett was an old school-fellow ; dresses for my husband, Gracie,” she
of Nellie’s, and a great heiress, and she | said. * *“ As for other peuple, they might |
had taken a fancy to spend the remain- | yo. What should I care for them I”
der of the summer in the old tumble-

But Gracie only frowned for reply.
down farm-house which, Nellie called |  Nellie had not been to see them for
home.

some time, and various small circum- |
stances caused her to suspect that they |
had had a serious quarrel. Gracie had
gone out fora fortnight—-all alene—
and Nellie's father, taking pity upon |
solitary, sorrowful-looking Edward,had
invited hitt to spend an eveniig with !
them.

After tea he sauntered into the
garden, and he was gone so long that
Nellie went 1u look for him. She
glanced under the shady trecs—it was |
summer again, now--but he was not to |
beseen. Then she came to the summer-
i honse. Ah, there he was, leaning for-
| ward on the little green-painted table,
his head in his hands, and Nellie heard
him murmur, in a low mmoaning tone :

1 wish, O! I wish—"

The rest was indistinet, and his long-
ing, whatever it might be, was still nis !
And Nellie passed softly |

Edward was very attentive, even
specially kind to Nellie, on their way to
the station, and her heart went out to
him again. *“If only I had not said
that to him,” she thought, as the dog-
cart stopped and he carefully lifted her
out. “ [hope—0, I do hope that he
may forget it.”

The train ran in.  There was pretty
Grace Bassett’s face at a first-cliss car-
riage window, and ina few minutes she
was seated in the dog-cart beside
Edward, chatting to and langhing with |
him as if she had known him for years ;
and Nellie had taken the seat behind.
And that was not the only drive they
had, nor the only evening they spent
in chatting and laughing.  Nellie and
her father and mother—all three, and |
many of the neighbors besides, soon saw |
what 1t would come to. Aund Nellie |

]
i

own secret.

on and indoors.
# *

grew olderand graver day by day. Bt |
as yet she kept her own secret, and she | i
hoped more and more that Edward had Grace had a little danghter, but in-
forgotten her foolish, thoughtless words | stead of rejoicing in Edward’s house,
on a certain moonlight night, now some | there was bitter sorrow, and as the'
seven or eight weeks ago. | young husband knelt by the bedside of |
At last the engagement was announc- | his unconscions wife, he felt all the old |
ed. Grace Bassett had no friends to | love for her ;illinv his heart once more.
interfere with her, and flattered by | But what will even the tenderest love
Edward’s attentions; and quite believ- ' avail in hours like these? Grace's last

* * *

*
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