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The Gaviand,

THE FUTURE.

Oh! brightly seems the coming year,
And gay the scenes around ;

Sweet voices greet the yout! htul ear,
Like music’s varied sound!

The eye of friendship clearly beams,
Aud hearts for thee are true,

While hope, in faney's early dreums,
New pleasures bring to view.

But soon, alas ! too soon, my friend,
Each joy may flee away—
Thine hours of gladness have an end,
And sorrow cloud thy dav.—
*Tis changing all beneath the sKy,
There's nothing certain here
The loveliest flowers will fade and die,
And beauty disappear !
— =
Siscellanca.

BRITISH BIOGRAPHY.
ALFRED THE GREAT.
Born, 849. Began to reign, 871. Died, 901.

This illustrious piince, the wonder ofhfs own u;_m
and the admiration of all suceeeding times, was tlie
third son of Ethelwolf, king of the W LSl’ Saxons,
and Osbergs, a noble Saxon lady ; and was born at
Wantage, in Berkshire, His father was so pastial
to him, that he took means to secuve to him the
possession of the crown, in preference to his elder
brothers. This nn_ju't partiality was. productive, as
it generally is, of much family discord. While very
young, he was t+ken by his father on a pilgrimage to
Rome : visiting Paris on his return, his futher, having
last his former wife, marvied Judith, the daughter of
Charles the Bald, ol France—an able and sccomplish-
ed woman, to whom Alfred was much indebted in
his early education. Born in an age of iguorance,
he reached the age cf twelve before he had learned
to read ; when, listening to some Anglo-Saxon songs,
which his step-mother was reading, she, holding in
her hands a volume of these poems, richly illumina-
ted, said to all the children, * I will give it .to the
one ahong you who first learns to read it.” ~* Will

you 2” eagerly usked Alfred, though the youngest,
“Yes,” suid she, with a smile of phnnuxc. e ‘sud-
denly took the book out of her hands, and, séeking

out a teacher, soon learned to read and recite it to
her. Having obtained the pri his joy was com-
plete.  In m!d!lmu to the pleasure of learning, th
attainment of the book was no mean reward for his
lubour ; for, in those tiwes, when printing was un-
known, books of all kinds were very costly, and one
€0 highly adorned as this must have been of great
vaue. A short time before this, a large estate was
given for a single volume ; and great deposits and
solemn conitructs were necessary, on some oceasions,
to obtain even the Joan of interesting books.  In this
respect, at least, we cannot say that former days
were better than these; and highly thankful should
we be that, by the kindness of Providence, through
the invention of printing, the means of knowledge
are now so accessible to all. The attainments of
Alfred were at first unfavourable to him, for they
made him proud. He felt his superiority, not only
to his brothers, but to the people at large, and was
elated by it. This feeling, and his habits of slud_v,
rendered him insensible or indifferent to the miseries
which surrounded him ; and for some time afrer his
accession to the throne, in his twenty-second year,
he took little or no interest in the afluirs of his king-
dom, much as they needed his care. However, at
lulglh he (mn‘(u'nl this ¢vil ; his habits of .1pp|uu»
tion were transferred to the defence of his kingdom
and the good of his people; and he showed himself
equal to thie emargeney in which his country was
laced.

‘I'he Danes had long committed ravages in vavious
parts of the country, and after many battles and cruel-
ties, at length suceecded in driving Alfred from his
throne,  He retired iuto obscurity, though uncon-
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