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tlie mystery cf bis abneoce and rc- 
Thvv li irked to bis standard in great i.uoi- 
llis attack was vigorous and complete, 

routed tbu Danes, and brought them into cub;, ctiori, 
obliging Uuthrun, their chief, to evacuate Wessex, 
and giving him as a possession the country 
of the 1 liâmes, and to the vast of the Lea and W,ri
ling street to the Ouse, together with a part of Nor
thumberland. He settled others of them in different 
parts of the country, thus endeavoring to cure their 
predatory habits, and fix them 
subjects ; the best mode, probably 
of affairs to scente the sufi

was inert irtio;i v
ir lives are confoffred to such a scheme of di- )r 
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Preserve mo from the snares of sin, 
Thro* mv remaining days !

A a ! in itiv let each virtue shine,
To ray Redeemer's praise.

L* t lively hope my soul inspire ;
Let '.va; r.) affections rise ;

Aul may 1 wait, with strong desire.
To mount above the skies ! i
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•x a-,, 0 39 4 ..d Alfred, England enjoyed universal peace.

lutter part of his reign he was annoyed by 
sion, conducted by Hastings, a renowned pirate, 
whom, however, lie at length defeated, and to whom 
he behaved most generously, setting free his wife 
and sons, who had been made prisoners, and making 
presents to them on their return. He did much to
wards the improvement of Ids naval force, causing 
vessels to be built twice as long as those of the ene
my, both steadier and. swifter, as well sis higher, 
“ not formed after the Frankish or Frisian model, 
but as he himself thought they might be most service
able." On ibis account, he bus been styled the fa
ther of the British navy.

This prince, amidst the occupations of war, and 
the cares of government, did not neglect the cul
tivation of bis mind. In bis thirty-eight year he 
began the study of Latin, of which he had previous
ly been ignorant ; and acquired such a knowledge of 
it, as to translate several works from that language 
into his oxvn; ns the history of the venerable Bede, 
that of Orosius, to whose text he added his own in
formation or account of Her

b
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Though earth and hell or 
Through duly and through trials ton,

I'll go at his command ;
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To r.iy Immanuel's land.
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plii'.i1, saints, the source divine,
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! praising heart»#
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If sav'd IV ..n xvrr.th, and from the stroke 
Of lie iv'ii’.s avi-ngiiiif rod ;

Pouriii r bis precious tdood lor 
‘ Di.i.oiU the Lamb of God.'

Freed front t 
And sin"

To Jesus’ Mood ftui owe your peace,
‘ Behold the Lamb of God.’

iiae <"i'
powers n hi-iiii,inaiso. eoiiwnienve, in nne eases out el ten, turn 

luii.jiy, we lire by no means prepm 
propriety of freedom of choice cn tl 
tifttil

t>* -dispute tb 

s sters, and nivn
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ami of notlivi
voyages, and the trealise r-f Boethius bn t'u* consola
tions of philosophy. The .svi vices lie reridvivd to 
literature, in that dark age, were very great. “ When 
I took the kingdom,” he observes, “ vuy few on this 
side of the Humber, very few beyond, flot one that 
I recollect south of the Thames, could understand 
their prayers in English, or could translate a letter 
from Latin into English." To remedy this evil, lie. 
brought togclhi r such scholars as the time afforded, 
among whom hi» biographer Asser was conspicuous.
He founded, or ut least renewed the University of 
Oxford, placing Avser and other competent men at 
the head of it. He continued to compose Anglo- 
Saxon poetry himself throughout his Uu.-y life, and 
he enforced education by refusing to promote the 
uneducated. At an advanced period of lilt; reign, be 
xx bo was called “ the truth teller," thanked God that 
those who sat in tile chair of the instructor were .then 
capable of teaching. Aware of the value of time,
and desiring diligvnriy to improve if, ho dcvit-ed a he glit of our apple tree, and spu 
method of dividing the day into three equal parts, by much in tin same manner ; but ri-, 
means of wax' r cçA-t of -ertatti 2-,.v-V. - i'r„-.u.v ,. q c .i ..
eight hours to the cares of tbc state, eight: to sleep kuc. Its trunk and braaclies arc 
and refreshment, and the remaining eight ■ to study thick, tagged bail:, which wuuKt - t in t 
and devotion. He xva» diligent in the perusal bf the disease. The trim!: alone, box 
scriptures, exemplary in habits of devotion, assiduous °f thickness to be of
in the ailinifcstration of justice, and ever attentive t 
the improvement and happiness of bis people, 
was indeed a “ patriot kintr;” hc.in.trcriueed thJ
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THE FUTURE.
Oh ! brightly seems the coming year, 

And gay the scenes around ;
Sweet voices greet the youthful 

Like music’s varied sound !
The eye of friendship clearly bea 

And hearts for thee arc true,
While hope, in fancy's early dre 

New pleasures bring to view.

But soon, alas ! too soon, my friend. 
Each joy may flee away—

Thine hours of gladness have an end. 
And sorrow cloud thy dav.—

’Tis changing all beneath the sky, 
There's nothing certain here 
ne loveliest flowers will fade and die, 
And beauty disappear
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BRITISH BIOGRAPHY.

ALFRED THE GREAT.
Born, 849. Began to reign, 871. Died, 901

vi i'.>r th.* Sal e o
by jury, divided the island into count 
by xvhieh security tmd justi,:i» were promoted ; insti
tuted the device of frank-pletlge, anil Lid tlui fourni 
linn of the common or customary !

pii:

intervals, for more than
iV. .1 xt

i .CVS l!i ;'(:;rnoxv in exist
ence. Though born in a dark age, and having al
most every thing u.-eful to wink nut for l.im-clf, he 
did xvoiulcrs f-.r his country and for posterity, xvhieh 
will never be forgotten, and xvhieh will render his 
name most deservedly honourable to the latest gene.

can In» nrodiiecd i t" a 
d the iv.a.'I’Uii'i.mis 

with the milder virtues ; who juiced ^ > :im. di eiar- 
py in xvur with so nn.ch elegance and ti.se!u!i 
peace; and whose versatile ftivulties were »o happily 
apportioned and adjusied, as to adorn and setitue 
each other, and give solidity, strength, and b/U’jry to 
the whole chaiucter.

This illustrious prince, the wonder of his oxvn age, 
and the admiration of all succeeding times, was the 
third son of Ethel wolf, king of the West Saxons, 
and Osberga, a noble Saxon la'dy ; anil was born at 
Wantage, in Berkshire. His faille 
to him, that he took means to secure to him the 
possession of the croxvn, in preference to his elder 
brothers. This unjust partiality xvas productive, as 
it generally is, of much family discord. While very 
young, he xvas t <ken by his father on a pilgrimage to 
Rome : xusiting Paris on his return, his father, having 
lost his former wife, married Judith, the daughter of 
Charles the Bald, of Franco—an able and accomplish
ed woman, to xvhom Alfred xvas much indebted In 
bis early education. Bom in an age of ignorance, 
he reached the age cf twelve before he had learned 
to read ; xvhen, listening to some Anglo-Saxon songs, 
which his step-mother was reading, she, holding in 
her hands a volume of these poems, richly illumina
ted, said to all the children, I will give it to the 
one nifiong you xvlio first learns to read it.” “ Will 
you ?*’ eagerly asked Alfred, though the youngest. 
“ Yes,” said she, with a smile of pleasure. He sud
denly took the book out of her hands, and, sticking 
out a teacher, soon learned to read and recite it to 
her. Having obtained the prize, his joy xvas com
plete. In addition to the pleasure of learning, the 
attainment of the book xvas no mean rexvard for llh 
labour ; for, in those times, when priming xvas un
known, books of all kinds were very costly, and one 
so highly adorned as this must liuVe been .of great

• r
our t!.,frvTin» Boston ( 

illustrât
V !:"•* the G'Im.x

of tilt) system of dirt, \x 
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The Methodist ."Missionaries he hitrbly esteemed, 
and nothing scaredy appeared to give him greater sa- 
tisfnrtiou than to see them ap|;ioach bis duelling, 
xvhero they always met with a kind and hospitable re
ception. The blessed cause of religion lay near his 
beait. and to promote tho interest ofdiristinnity xvas 
bis constant deViZht. Every institution calculated to 
promut'» tlic Glory of God, and nturment the happi
ness of men hud a place in his prayers, and as far as 
bis cireua/.tances permitted, a share in bis liberality. 
This truly cbiistiaa conduct brought xvifli its oxvn re
ward. Mr. By un could say, “ It is mure blessed to give 
than to receive." When death therefore made its ap- 
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and that
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n xx bit'll they nip .tent ; oxvcr, new 11 valu res in Christ Jesiis 
i angry tvge-' «!'••. •' .• t!iM cmimmil.-ation is ,i. :

tins advice to

( . t:Our juvenile readers may learn some useful lessons 
from this short sketch of Alfred. They may see the 
importance of reflection to detect and rectiIV the er
rors of youth ; the value of right principles to pro
duce virtuous ami honourable conduct ; the advan
tage of industry for- the artainnicnt of knowledge, 
and the necessity uf u right improvement of lime ; 
and, above all, tluy may learn from tl.c example of 
Alfred, not only finit-tint* religion is compati Lie with 
active life uml dignified station, but also that it is 
the best préservât 
centivc to duty, and the only foundation for ti hope 
to1' immortal happiness beyond the grave.— Wcclljj 
Visitor.
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X’ itii God tbruuch our Lord Jesus Christ 
divine lave which castrth out all slavish and torment-

riirough the principal part of bis affliction 
t ict in the Lord bis God, and several times

togvtiivr by simply observing a rub», i 
had mutually agreed, ‘ Iu—.t to l> • but 
tiler.’ And that lie adds, that un

ho cun11u
were the family aroused from their slumbers to sing 

tl.c Most High. llis beloved and tit
er with the numerous and affectionate 

lamiiy, would frequently surround his lied, weeping, 
'u never failed tu cllivit those expressions of" regard 

prompted him to exhort them mildly, earnestly, 
In illy, and collectively, to serve the Lord their 

God, and often concluded l-y saving, “ Weep not for 
i. e but for yourselves.” The day before lie departed 
this life, the enemy of souls made a powerful attack 
upon him. and for a time appeared to succeed in de
priving, him o‘ bis confidence in God, or lather that 
rapturous consolation of^oul which hud been his hau- 
pv experience throughout the gr< 
ihctio.i t<* enjoy. The Lord In 
his se' vai.t long t 
state, but Soon ill

;nm .• tl. O', tin -e lu
ll, is school ten tire par.:>i.nd (pious father was in the li-Jiit of giving

.'ir. mid Mrs. j. wlh n, when tin v n cd :
li mit, both in a reli- I 
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mai sm, the most forcible in-
XX!•* Hr.Ui am» Fii-rk Jhe t’other xv'.tii imter row:e 

U «ne provok’d > Im t'.',:!:ev soft aa-i cliuub.” xvliivli
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ipuriii'fd ;s take.) into view— 
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-tb xvliicii tiu: place x,... dis- 
ii; l the utmost deco

i.i tliair. .S-ti/iay Sclmo! 
livid on t lirritmas Eye, 

it Jii.s been at- 
./• nniiibtr ol

tin-Hitiui'Uj).— Look on the good i:i® oil:, is, ..........
i vii in tliy self; make that tlu* parallel, tfl’uln^b'/ii thins s ‘ , 
wilt xv. 1.; humblv. Mort men do lust the coutriti'x.

1 111
in: tend 'j:Anecdote of a French Preacher.— Massillon, in 

found tlie whole 
pulpir, in a di -

the first sermon he ever: preached,
audience, upon his getting into the

A short time before this, a large estate was position no xvay favourable to Lis intention*; their 
given for a single volume ; and great deposits and nods, whispers, or drowsy behaviour, showed him 
solemn contracts wire necessary, on some occasions, that there xvas no great profit to ho v.rped 
to obtain exon the loan of interesting books. In this his sowing in a soil so barren; however, he soon 
respect, at least, we cannot say tint former days changed tin; disposition of the audience t-y his n ..u- 
were better than these; and highly thankful should ner of beginning : “ If,” says lie, “ a cause, the must 
we be that, by the kindness of Providence, through important that could.bc conceived, xvcie to be tried 
the invention of printing, the means of knowledge at the bur before qualified judges ; if this 
«re noxv so accessible to all. The attainments of (crested ourselves in particular; if the eyes of the 
Alfred were nt first unfavourable to him, for they whole kingdom were fixed upon tlie event ; if the 
made him proud. Ik* felt his superiority, not only most eminent counsel were employed on both sides ; 
to his brothers, but to the people at large, and was and if we had heard from our infancy of this tmdetcr
eated by it. This feeling, anil his habits of study, mined trial ; would you not all sit xvith due atlen- 
remlered him insensible or indifferent to the miseries lion and warm expectation to the pica iings on both 
which surrounded him ; and. for some time after his sides ? Would not all your hopes and fears he hinged 
accession to the throne, in his txventy-sccond year, upon the final decision ? And yet, lit me tell you, 
he took little or no interest in the affairs of his king- you have t^is moment a cause of much greater 
dom, much as they needed his care. Hoxyever, at portance before you ; a cause where not m 
length be corrected this evil ; his habits of appliea- hut all the world, are spectators; tried, not before a 
tion were transferred to the defence of his kingdom fallible tribunal, but the awful throne of In 
and the good of liis people ; and he slioxved himself 
equal to ini? emergency in which his country xvas

The Dunes hud long committed ravages in various 
parts of the country,.and after many battles ond cruel
ties, nt length succeeded in driving Alfred from Ilia 
throne. He retired into obscurity, though dneoii- 
quered, and xvith a determination to watch liL ene
mies, and regain his kingdom. He established him- 
self, xvith a ibxv Saxon nobles, on a fexv acres of firm
ground in a inorass in Somersetshire, surrounded by Di m s OF Life.—-The object of a good and wise 
bogs and forests. To this spot he gave the name man in this transitory state of existence rdtould be to 
of Athlingey, or isle of nobles ; noxv called Athelncy. fit himself fur a better, by contiuling the unxvurtb) 
Here he remained for a time, seemingly forgotten, .propensities of his nature, uml improving all its hvt- 
as much as deserted. lie so disguised himsih ter aspirations;—to do Ins duty first n> bis.faoiily, 
that, one day musing on the fortunes of his country, then to l|is neighbours, lastly to hi» country mid kind ; 
qnd suffering some cakes to burn, which the wife of to promote the xvclfare uml happiness of those xxT.Ô 
a cowherd, with whom he lodged, committed ft) hitft are in any degree dependent upon b in, or xvhom h 

lie xvas reproved by her for his neglect, lie has tlie means of ns-i>:ia/, :md never wanton!v to in- 
begun, however, ex'en in that condition, to revive the jure#ihe meanest thing that lives; to cnvnuia. a» 
spirit of his folloxvcrs, by attackting small parties of far us he may have the pvwer, xv!

.lu.i’ii: h h ml y irisoti puffs then , ^ j -i nm arcui«*us: e
■ t I...S bee' 1’

- part of 
v did not allow 

this trying disconsolate 
i'per-i d the gloomy cloud mid again 
f Righteousness to arise with heal ini: 

in bis wings, and, tu use his oxvn expressions, »» filled 
bis soul xvith ineffable glory.” On Thursday morn
ing about one o’clock surrounded bv his family and 
friends, deatli delivered him from all Iiis sufferings, 
by divine Grace bis happy spirit took its flight 
the presence of Angels and of God ; December 3d, in 
the 53d year of bis age.

Tlie high estimation in xvhieh Mr. Ryan xvas held 
by the public, xvas sufficiently evinced bv the ovr;-- 

ng congregation thol attended his funeral, 
ouk place last Sunday. Persons of all deim- 
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