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The American Agent Is Active In the
Old Country---British Manufacturers

Warned.

Yankees Capture the Iron Markets—Uncle Sam
Selling Steel Rails to Russia—Retirement of
the “Hanging Judge’—DBritain and the Nica-
ragua Canal—Curious Request Credited to the
Queen—Christmas Pantomime.

Liondon, Dec. 26.—It Is no exaggera- 1
Mon to assert that the foremost topic
compelling attention in Europe in gen-
eral and in Great Britain in particular
overshadowing the dreary broils of do-
mestic politics, is the remarkable, ag-
gressive commercial prosperity which
the United States is manifesting. Hard-
ly a newspaper Teview or a public
speaker during the past month has fail-
ed to motice with what giant strides
America is coming into the first place
in the alignment of the powers. It is
certainly the chief object of conversa-
tion om ILiombard street and on the
continental ‘boursesa.

NEW YORK FORGING AHBEAD.

The manager of one of the greatest
Liondon banks recently drew an Ameri-
can business man into his private office
and said In awestruck tones: “This is |
the first time in the history of finance
that New York has been in a position
to dictate money rates to London, Ber-
lin and Paris.”

The bank manager added that Lon-

| motto:
|

don’s purchases of American securities |
were the feathers-weight compared .
with the balances of trade in New
York’s favor.
MR. BRYCE GIVES WARNING.
Mr. James Bryce, in a speech before |
the Leicester Chamber of Commerce,
sounded @ warning to British manu- |
facturers. He pointed out that the busi-
.ss of the United States was develop-
ing along many important lines which
¢ 2t Britain, he added, shouid have
id against all competitors. Mr.
vce unhesitatingly asserted that the
i{'nited States could produce railis
cheaver than Great Britain, and said |
ti- saw no possibility of opening new
rarkets except in China.

{4

(:reat Britain seems to thave become

cconciled to the capture of the iron
sarkels by the United States. Ameri- |
firms are uniformly successful in |

The | 4 :
| been waid and written abvcut the pro-

(dding against the Britiga firms,
srasgie Company and ithe Illinois
cmpany have opened extensive
.ces in London, and are making in-
.5 upon the British preserves.
UNCLE 8AM HUSTLING.
A dispatch from Berlip says it is a

1

(¢t that the Russian Government has |

vrdered 80,000 tons of ‘American rails, |

1d the prospect of American competi- |
eontracts in connection
railroads |

tion ifor ithe
~ith Russia’s extensive
s1ms manufacturers there and else-
re. <onsuls assert that all Kurope
is swarming as never before with the
nts of American manufacturers of
steel, street railroads, electrical eappa-
ratus and all kinds of machinery, who
are leading the commercial invasion.
A RUSSIAN LOAN.

The reports of attempts to float a
Russian loan in New York have been
received skeptically here.

Several financiers have told represen-
tatives of the Associated Press that

wussia tried to raise money in London,
Paris, Berlin and Amsterdam, and that
she seems to have turned to the Unit-
ed States as a forlorn hope, possibly
with the hope of reaping incidental
political advantages. But it is ad-
mitted that it is a question of a short
time when ecapitalists will have to
reckon with New York as a competitor
in high finance.

The Daily Chronicle comments upon
the fact that American capitalists
“have the courage of thelr financial
opinions if they think they know the
European situation better than the
capitalists of the old world.”

THE HANGING JUDGE.

Judge Hawkins, a ruddy, keen-eyed
old gentleman of sporting proclivities,
{s the langest personage In the public
eye, since the anmouncement of his re-
tirement from the bench on Dec. 19.
The newspapers and clubs iteem with
anecdotes of his sharp temper, kind
beart and quick wit. His departure
from the bench was as eccentric as
his care upon it. It has’been said that

age

he adjourned court after recording the |

verdict in his last case, and walked |
out, cutting off the attorney’s attempts
at the customary valedictory lauda-
tions with the remark, ‘“No speeches.”
His popularity was greater with the
public than jwith the profession, the

people believing that in spite of his |
frascibility and his thabit of viclently ' E \ 1
sovereign above partisan pelitics,

taking sides, he seascned his judgments
with the sauce of common sense. The
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{ friendliness, al
| a century of hatr
« 0f the United

i 1y,

bar’s chief grievance was that, al-
though 81 years of age, he persisted un-
til the last in holding court far into
the night. The retirement of Judge
Hawkins leaves the bench unusually
colorless in personality.
SIR GEORGE'S NEW BOOK.

Sir George Trevelyan, the former sec-
retary for Scotland, promises an inter-
esting book in a month, a “History of
the American Revolution.”” He recently
wrote a biography of Fox, the minister
of George IIL., and his studies con-
vinced ‘him that a history of the pariia-
ment of that period could not be judg-
ed without a record of the events be-
yond the Atlantic. So ithe nmew work
will be in the nature of a sequel of Sir
Gecrge‘ Trevelyan’s blography of Fox. |
h: spirit is indicated by “Tennyson’s
lines, swhich have been prefixed as a |

“Strong Mother of a Lion line,
Be proud of those strong sons of thine,

! of the majority

Who wrenched their rights from thee.”

CHRISTMAS PANTOMIME.
The old institution of the Christmas |
pantomime holds many iheaters here.
appearing in

leading parts are Amelia Stone, at |

; Drury Lane; Thomas kurray, at Man- |

chester; Julie Ring, at Birmingham; |
Ehis, Ed. Tred-
way and Billee Barlow at other places.

The American comedy ‘“What Hap-
pened to Jounes?”’ has attained its 200th |
re. eports of new |
opera enterprises are unusually numer-
It is anncunced .at steps aie

nerian theater on the Beyreuth splan,

with the intention of building a grand

A scheme to exchange artists and |
between the grand opera at

cussion.

BRITAIN AND THE BIG CANAL.
A London correspondent, cabling this

afrernoon, says: Although much has

Posed abrogation of tne Clayton-Bul-

it is stil premature +o

w
that end. All that has taken place so
LL. has pbeen mmerely a preiuin.adry ieed-
ing of the ground py each government,

linued for some time Delore any for-
m/;x_l negotiations are opened.

1'he remult of the t
is reassuring and
foreign oifice. They
States admi

1itative inguiries |
sfactory 4o the
istration s willingness !
yton-Bulwer treaty as
the_e:arting point for new negoiiations,
and consent to meet hali-way the Brit-
l‘sr} views of a neutral canal with equal
privileges to snips of all mations. i

On the English gide there is no desire ‘:
to share in the construction or conirol
of the camnal, providing the United
States undertakes Loth. On these terms
there is reason to believe the prelimin- |
ary soundings about a canal are muon
more satisfactory to vhe British Gov-
ernment than i® the progress made in
the Canadian negotiations,

With respect to the latter, England’s
poistion is very difiicult. For world
punposes, especially in the far east,
Lord Salisbury does not desire to wm- |

08

wishes also for imperial purposes 0 |
upheld the Canadian preferential taritf
Tor British goods; and thirdly, for
Canada’s eake, he would like to obtarn |
for. her trade advantages with une
United States in the present settlement
of differences.
A QUEER REQUEST.

The. English habit of entirely drop-
ping serious affairs at the bholiday sea-
son has respited the squabbles about
the Liberal leadership. But Sir ad-
ward Russell, who is writing his remin-
iscences, furnished material for a new
controversy. He writes that when Lord
Rosebery was resigning the premier-
ship the Queen earnestly, almost afiec-
tionately, begged himn not to turn Con-

 foreshadowing

bl

servative. He explains that her Ma-
jesty dreade the alignment cf all i

aristocracy on the Tory side against |
all the commonalty on the Liberal side. |
Lord Roeebery has promptly requested !
the newspapers to deny the statement,

and Sir Edward Ruseell savs: I have
good reason to believe it is true, thougn
nobody shall drag from me my auth-

ority.”

The ‘'English newsapapers pursuing
their traditional policy of keeping the
re=- !
frain from commenting upon the inci-
dent, but the people daiscuass the story !
with the wtmost finterest.

ANGLO-AMERICAN REELING.

‘Commenting on the work of Prof. |
Woolsey, of Yale, on America’s foreign
policy, the Saturday Review commenas |
it to the careful coasideration of weli-
meaning sentimentalists, /Dbewitched
with the dream of an Anglo-American
alliance. The chief wvalue of Proa.
Woolsey's addresses, says the Review,
“ ig found in the fact that it shows that
the normal attitude of wthe Unite

ritain )i
of thi»
eo

the spring

upon the gudden
ed States ouzh
shor

¢d. not that th
States hated Great
tain, but the policy

e
Brl-

of their govern-

| ment and the attitude of their poliu-

cians have been p¢ tently unfriend-
Can it be su el that a long,
deep-set hostility will suddenly disap-
pear from the policy of the political
Yosses in Washington, as if it never
had been?”
WOMEN VOTE IN FRANCE.,

Commercial Agent Atwell at Roubaix,
France, in a report to the state depart-
ment at Washington, says that for the |

first time in that couniry women Paying |
\

\

i cigarmakers in Havana.

| factories
! The Spanish foremen and the Cuban
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Sani e I will guarantee
that my Rheumatism
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bago, sciatica and all
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two or three hours,
and cure in a fewm

days.

MUNYON.
At all druggists,
25c. a vial. Guide

to Health and medi-
cal advice free,

a tax on the profession or trade in
which they are engaged will be en-
titled to vote. Judges of a class, whicn
considers commercial matters are to be
elected during December and women
will be allowed to vote for them. in
Roubaix, although there are several
hundred women entitled to suffrage,
adde Mr. Atwell, it is @ remarkanbpie
¥act that not one has yet inscribeéd her-
pelf. The women of Turcoing, an ad-
joining town, seem to be more progres-
sive, as twenty have complied witn
the necessary formalities. ¥French wo-
men as a
concerning the right of suffrage.
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TOCK A HINT FROM WILLIAM.
Berlin, Dec. 25.—The result of the

trial of Frank Knaak, of New York, |

who was acquitted of the change of
referring to Emperor Willlam as
“blockhead,” on the

o

fense, came as a great surprise, even

to counsel for the defense, as the tes- |
similar to that |

timony was precisely
of such cases wit

have ended in conviction. The pre-
siding judge, Herr Denso, convicted R.
F. Kneebs, the American
charged wit “ringing’”’ the mare
Bethel on the German turf, and sen-
tenced him to nine moniths’ imprisen-
ment and to pay a fine of 1,000 marks.
Judge Denso is considered to be very

severe and learned, and there is the |
! very best authority fcr saying that

the acquittal and wunusual leniency

1 shown Mr. Knaak were due to a hint

from Emperor William that his ac-

quittal, if legally possible, would be ap- |

preciated by his majesty and by the
German Government, in wview of the
present deiicate relations between the

| United States and Germany.
' GERMAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS.

The officials of the United States em-

bassy generally express the opinion that
' the German Government sincerely de- |
sires to improve its relations with the
| United
i pointing to a successful issue of these |
| efforts, though the bills simultaneously

States, and sees

| introduced in the House of Representa- |

tives and in the Senate at Washington, |
retaliation, have been |
i received with a great show of indigna- |
! tion by the governmental press, while

the Liberal, and especially the com-
mercial papers, have unanimously ex-

| pressed dears that the legislative ac-

tion of both sides will result in a regu-
lar tariff war.

The Vorwaerts says: ‘“The greed of

the agrarians has disturibed our rela- |

tions with America
Under the pretext

for years past.
of protecting the

| health of the German people, the im- |

3 ! portation of American
and that workK, It is likely, will £ cou- By

been prevented in spite of the treaties.”
Continuing , the Vorwaerts demon-

| strates that German exports of sugar,

textiles and wines to the United States

’ _ W€ 516 qvorth 18,000,000 marks, and says:
ndicate the Unit- |

“As the financial

But the agrarians ignore this. Provided

food prices flow into their |

pockets,
hungry
The Boe
mercial
the United £
commerecial wWe

snap 'their fingers at the
I

“ng for

m to regard
tter. We hope the B¢

lin and Was ton Governments are

more conscious of their responsibility.

We fear the German export trade will |

have to pay 'the score ‘the federation
of husbandry has run up.”

The agrarians are jubilant at the
prospect of a tariff war, which has been

| their dearest aim for years. A number

of insul.ing articles have been publish-
ed in their newspapers deriding the

Are a Very Independent Class
oi Mien.

Have No Unions, but Manage to Ering
the Bosses to Time HEasily.

Havana, Dec. 25. — There are 18,000
They thave
no union, and are not affiliated witn
any organization. Onece upon a time
they organized a urnicn, sbut it died
young. Aithough not organized they

earn good wages, and they will strixe

as qguickly as any organized working-

mzn in the Unitel
in the shope are not going to
them. Wahat is more, they can bring
the bosses to their terms. There is
no question about it, for they have

s0 in ‘'the past. The fact

can dc¢ it .without a2 union

States if things

There are reasons 'why it is not.
SPANISH STEADIEST WORKERS.

Wikile the whole number in the city !

is 18,000, probaibly not more than haif
that number are steady workers.
rest are 'men
Some of them
make fine

have
cigars.

not tine skill 1w
Others cannot
factories

there are no more steady hands to hire.

In peint of ekill there is no diiference |
Spanish and the Cuban!

between the

cigarmakers. The Spanish cigar-

maker is, however, said as a rule to

work more dayes in & year than the
Cuban.

Most of the shap foremen are Bpani-
ards. A reason probably why tbhere
are €0 many Spanish foremen is that

befora English and German syndicates |

bought up mceat of the large cigar fae-
tories in Havana, the owners were
Spaniarde. They not unreasonably
gave positions of responsibility in their
to their own countrymen.

igarmakers have generaily gotten on
very well.

Inagmuch as the finest cigars in the
world are made in Havana, the best

cigarmakers in the universe work here. l

rule are mnot enthusiastic’

a |
ground that he |
was in no position to realize his of- !

horseman |

indications |

products has |

ly weaker of the two, |
Germany will undoubtedly be the loser. |

a 3
which |

suit |

that |
18, !
rever, no argument agairet a union,

The |
who work irregularly. |

be |
depended upon to work only when the |
are rushed with orders, and |

who can roll cigare that will euit
! kings .and princes and other royal
. smoking personages of Europe — or

| | even cigars that sell for $1 each in ' §
. the TUmnited States. i

The clgarmaker
who can roll these kinds of cigai®
never has to hunt for a situation. He
can take a vacation any time he!
pleases and when he feels like set-
tling down to work again he can find
an opening in any big factory. He
commands a centen a day, or $ 30 in
Spanish gold, and his board.
ONLY GOLD GOES FOR PAY.

in Spanish gold. If they united 10
pay in silver there would be a strike
right away. The bosses tried it once
this year. During the four monthe
of the blockade mighty little godd was |
to be had. The cigar manufacturers !
potified their men that they
have to shut down unless silver was
accepted for wages. The men agreed |
to take silver. When the blockade
wae raised the bosses gave notice that |
they were going to continue paying !
wages in silver. The men in most of
the factories satd they would strike.
They had been living on half-fare dur- |
ing the Dblockade, half-starving, and
they would stand it a while
The bosses gave in.
wages still in Spanish gold.

HAVANA’S DIRTY KITCHENS.

It may strike American cigarmakers !
as odd that manufacturers should |
board their cigarmakers. They do it
in many factories there. Not all the
men, however, are boarded in any fac- |
tory. Only the more skilled as a rule
are boarded and provided with sleep-
ing quarters. It does not hurt the
sanitary condition of a factory, be-

| cause workingmen eat and sleep in it. | i
One Havana cigar manufacturer, who | g

is worth e@zveral milii
with his family in a rt of the build-
ing where he has his factory. It can
be said for Havana's cigar factories |
that they are by far the cleanest build-
{ ings in the city.

There are cafes in Havana with mar- |
ble flcor® and glass chandeliers, and |
| where everything that is expected to |

meet the
: pensive. The guest will be wise who !
doesn’t peep into ths kitchen. It is;
| one of the singular things of the coun-

try that public

dollars, lives |

| are placed in the basement or some

such place, are here invariably located | §

as near as possible to the kitchen. An |
| American, after a tour of a Havana
| cigar factory, will enjoy a Havana cil-
gar better than ever before, @r the no-
tion wili be gone—if he ever had it— |
that Havana cigars are made by dirty

surroundings.
PRETTY EXPENSIVE SMOKES.
By §1
cost dealers in
per 1,000. T
about $110 j
| cigarmaker
70 in a day.
bad day’'s wo
| very large
are made by i
! Prices of fine grades run
figure up, but some grades are Y
cheaper. The men who pack i
grades of cigars, and who
tinguish shades 'where the ordinary eye
could see no difference, gets as hign |
a9 $35 a 'week, while men who select |
| the tobacco for the cigarmakers get!
from $18 to $40 a week. So, on the|
whole, Havana cigarmakers are pretty
well npaid. They live and dress well
With the reputation for excellency
{ that Havana cigars have the world
! over, manufacturers find it to their in-
| terest to hold the goodwill of the
cigarmakers. They get enough for
their cigars so they can afford to pay
good wages. Every cigar ® hand-
rade. No molds are made. There are
no restrictions as to the number of
appreutices who can be empioyed in a
shop. Few meanufacturers try to keep
down their pay roll by hiring more
| +han the proportionate number of boys
{ that wowk in shops in the morthern
states. £
POINTERS FOR CIGARMAKERS.
Now that o many eyes in the United
| States are turned towards Cuba many
| American cigarmakers who Ilearned
| their trade in American shops may Dbe
{ thinking of coming 8&own here and
i geeking employment in Havana shops.

to United States $1,000 |

He may make 60 or
e makes 50 it isn't a
Cigars that have a
in the United States
who get $32 per 1,000.

i There are a few things they muet bear
in mind. Havana cizara are €11 made
| In what is known as Spanish styles.

A first-class United States cigarmaker
| could not enter a Havana shop and
{ do thimself justice. They make cigars |
here without binders, and they roll
them differently than in American
{ shops. A bright American cigarmu-
ker might, however, after some weeks
of practice and observation in Havana, |
shops, catch on to the etyle.

There are a small number of cigar-
makers who learned their trade in
either Germany or thg United States,
They have learned the Spanish style.
Cigarmakers can individually deter-
mine for themselves whether they
can change the style of making cigars®
that they learned in American faec-
tiroes, and that they have always £oi-
lowed. As for the chances for learning
the Spanigh method—well they might
find some and then again they might
not. If a man has worked 10 or 15
vears making cigars a certain way he
can determine for himself whether he
can change to a new way.

During Gen. Weyler's rule some of
the Havana cigar manufacturerns com-
hined to reduce wages. The men pbe-

gan to talk etrike. Gen. Weyler heard

turers
vis hands withaut having an army of |
striking cigarmakers loose
town. If
head off the strike he would soak them |
th a new and increased rate of tax- |
ation. The manufacturers concluded |
+o continue +the old rate of wages. !
There was no strike.
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The Nutritive Properties of

Ths Best Tonic
are so great in proportion to
bulk that a wineglassful three
times a day will secure results.

Weakness and fatigue ewn up
to its mastering power.

All druggists sell it,

PABST MALT EXTRACT,

Canadian Depot:
66 MEcGill St., Montreal. (1)

All factories pay their cigarmakers | 22

would | g

longer. | b
They are paying | g

eves of guests is very ex- | B§

conveniences, which |
in hotels or cafes in the United States

workingmen and in the gnidst of filthy | &

cigars is meant cigars that ' @8

't of making them is ' i
)0. That is what the | §

of their talk. He notified the manufac- | §
that he had troublie enough on ij

on the!fs
the manufacturers didn't |

' He must be an artist at his trade'[g¥

A Useful Present
And a Good Investment
Would Be a Genuine

Heintzman & GCo.
~—Plano—

We are offering Special In-
ducements in Prices and
Terms this Xmas week to
purchasers, and will give you
$500 00 ¢ better value for your money

$600 00 § than any one else in London. ¢ One....,

When you buy a Piano with a reputation, indorsed by noted
musicians such as W. Caven Barron, Principal London Conserva-
tory of Music; J. T. Wolcott, Organist First Methodist Church;
C. E. Wheeler, organist St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church; Miss
Armstrong, musician and graduate of the Brantford Coliege; Prot.
Fisher, Vogt, Torrington, and all the best musicians and artists in
Canada; the Piano that is the favorite in the homes of the cultured
n your own country, you naturally feel that you are getting a su-
perior piano, such as the Heintzman & Co, Pianos are.

Would you select a Piano that stands the Peer of all Canadian
Pianos. Then choose only a genuine

HEINTZMAN & CO. PIRNO.

Some Rare Snaps in Slightly Used “Upright” and
“Square”’ Pianos and Slightly Used Organs.

$325
$350
$375
$400
$450

00
00
00
00
00

;
¢
¢
¢
¢

%

WAREROOMS GPEN EVERY EVENING UNTIL 10 P.M.

Heintzman & Co.,

217 Dundas Street, Corner Clarence.
J. A. CRODEN, Managetr.,

Solid Comifort.

It is not enough to have
rubbers keep out the wet. If
the fit be not perfect they will
draw the feet. It costs money
to employ skilled pattern ma-
kers, in order to turn out rub-
bers in all the latest shoe
shapes,but the Granby Rubber
Co. do it and the result is that

sranby Rubbers «Qvershoes

%
i)
are known to be right up-to-date. The thick ball and
heel make them last twice as long; while the thin rub-
ber used in the other parts makes the whole very light.

Insist on seeing the Granby Trade Mark on the sole.

GRANBY RUBBERS WEAR LIKE IRON.

The Granby Lined Rubber is Warm,
Dry and Comfortable—made in all the
shoe shapes, of the very best material.

|
%

DELIGHTFUL CIGAR

Tt Mok iy ore i et

J.RATTRAY & Ceo "40NTREAL.

MERRY BELLS!

WE MAKE

Bells and Brass Work

AT

121 Clarence Street,
LONDON, ONTARIO.

JOHN LAW, Esq., London, Ont., ;
Dear Sir—We have been using your No. 1
babbit for our motors and find it the hest we
have tried and very satisfactory, our journals
having run exceedingly cool, and we have no
hesitancy in advising its use. Wishing you
guccess with the sale of the same, we are,
Yours truly,
The Electrical Construction Co.,

of London, Limited.
E. L Sifton, Manager.

T iy

guson & Sons
FUNERAL DIRECTORS and

: EMBALMERS,

b FIRET-CLASS IN ALL APPOINTMENTS,
K 174-180 King Street,

A

fiTelcphone—House No. 373; Store

Na. 543, ET

Ry e S e N A L0

Cur Babbits Metals are equal to any
and cannot be beat.
What John Law says is true.

21t 2248
IF YOU CESIRE
T FeelL COMFORTABLE

this Ximas, purchase & Eair of the Wel'b
Glove-Fitting Corsets, Price @81, woril
§1 50, A specialty until lst January. |
you want a i

Matches.

BUY THE BEL.

argain now is your chance. I..
J. WEBB, %90% Dundas street, betwec:
Wellington and Waterloo streets.

4 ! Y] Sore Throat, Pimples, Copp:r
hAVL ‘ei) Colored Spots, Aches, Old Sci:
Ulcers in Mouth, Hair-Falling? Write Coc-.
Remedy Co., 1,667 Masonic Temple, Cl .
cago, Ill.. for proots of cures, Capita.

$100.000. Worst cases cured in 16 te 36 day =
800-page book {res.




