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•"•'Chant vessels of its nation wereswept from the seas, but it strove day and niriit to vet ev»n
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^"^"^ cordorsJcrithSas the Emdea did immense damage to the merchant shippingof the Allies; what would not. have happened if doMhSolsuch cruisers had got past the British wiSTrs.

«, P* ^°^*^ ^^*^y ^*<* *° P»»f<* against this and with twoor three exceptions did so in full measure; it had to botSe uothe second greatest Navy in the world ^nd it did so with
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; it hado hold up or overcome the Submarine and eventually did so
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<='5^" Strategy, continuous exertion andbrilliant initiative; it had to make the seas safe for commerce
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*° France of ^hatgauant little Army which stemmed the hordes of Orm>n
?o it"? ^°^' *"? ^«'P*^ *° hold the Teft of the Fr«S
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''°" *h* ^"* S*«'« of the Mame and sJJSPans and the coasts of France; it actually established «Jhheld, during four and a half years of bitter warfare a Wolsafe passage for the transfer from England To F^^^^^^^^ TJlhons of men and billions of tons of sup^ies and^0^
Yet the situation to the British Navy and to its sailors ormerchant seamen was at first untried and miknovra Sol^ZNaval battle had been fought since Trafal^Pa JSldred SaJjbefore; conditions of Naval warfare had chaJgSd absolutclvfrom the old wooden walls of Nelson, the unriSd Sms orthe cutlass-armed sailors or boarders of previous tfnSe's atsea; great floating structures of iron and steelSowS thes ormy waters with ease and wonderful speed c^T^on S vastsize could fire immense shells for twenty miles with accurateaim and power in a single broadside from one baSeshS
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'*'^^''°'<= Spanish Imada wire^.less telegraphy aeroplanes and swift destroyers, were at hMdfor purposes of attack or as a guard against su^^pTSe

On the other hand the Fleets had to face artiUerv in the
' "J'u^l" *' °" *h* 5«a; unseen Submarines Hke iilit

n'?^?/''''**^'^ '^"^ ^'^»''» °f the ships from the ^e^depths below; unknown elements of gun-fi^, subTerfug^'^


