
^1

44

nait propoMd in 1909. Ha did not wran kwurd tht eontneU
for tho fonr orniion ud lix torpodo boat*. Tat my Eifht
Hon. friand know avary faot and flgnra wa now know, aceord-
ing to Ua own utartion. Ton know tha ineraua in •muunanU
in yonr tima,—in whioh Oamuuiy graw to ba tha graat naval
powar ihe ii to. day. And all thaia yaan yon had full poww
and asi OTap-flowing traaiury. Ii thit a death-bad rapantanoa?
Or U It a pUtform to gat in on? My Sight Hon. friand will
forgive the average man if he uet in thii a device to itop
indefinitely all help to the Imperial treaaury for the defence
of the Empire. There ii no doubt at all that if my Bight Hon.
friend attempted to carry jut his policy of two fleet uniti to
be constructed, manned and equipped by Canada, many, many
years would pass over his head and ours before one single
item of aiu could be given to ^jiperial defence. Was it for
that pmpo-".. to hiuder any effective co-operation and, if pos-
dble, make a platform upon which he could overthrow the
present Oovemment? I do not want to be uncharitable, but
this has all the earmarks of a rather clumsily constructed
platform to meet the other fellow, and if possible, make it

appear to the country to be something better than the other
had offered. Was it an emergency—a political emergency
policy? My Right hon. friend, I think, must take this Sb a
not uncharitable deduction. It is when one is in power, and
with full control, that he feels responsibility. But when a
man is in the wide, roomy spaces of the Opposition, he can
make platforms which he never intends to stand on, and he
can formulate policies that he never expects to carry out.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER: My hon. friend has had a
rich experience in that.

Mr. FOSTER; I have not observed my Right Hon.
friend from 1883 up to the present day without being cogniz-
ant of the rich fields of ready promises that he has tilled.

A Canadiun nuvy first, and then 'all the ships will be
bnilt in Canada.' says my Right Hon. friend. What does
that meant Docs it mean that the hey is to learn to swim


